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The Commission informed that a “scoping paper” with regard to the Work Programme 

2018 – 2020 is under preparation and is planned to be published in October. The 

Draft Work Programme 2018 – 2020 is planned to be published in summer 2017. 

 

The new directions of Horizon 2020 and the current Work Programme in comparison 

with former programmes were commented very positively. 

Both, the new instrument Innovation Action and the Smart Anything Everywhere 

(SAE) initiative are perceived very positively. 

The Innovation Action instrument is seen to fit very well to the overall goal of the SAE 

initiative to provide access to digital technologies. Also the strong focus of SAE on 

SMEs is appreciated. 

 

The opinion was expressed that Europe is not short on knowledge and ideas but 

networking is an essential element to move forward in digitising European industry. 

There is a need to fertilise cooperation. Especially the aim to “digitise” European 

SMEs will take considerable efforts and time. More specifically, the matching of high 

level Application Experiments with traditional SMEs is seen as a good but difficult 

objective. The dissemination of show cases / success stories was recognised as a 

good measure, helping to convince about the potential of digital technologies. 

 

The differentiation between Cyber Physical Systems and Smart Systems Integration 

was perceived not to be useful for SMEs. While this is true also for other technology 

domains, future Innovation Actions could engage in blurring the boundaries of 

different areas, and more specifically bring hard and software domains into closer 

interactions.  

 

One idea articulated is to look for leverage effects of Application Experiments 

towards a broader usage. Another idea is to facilitate the use of loan schemes. 

 

There was one voice arguing for more basic research and another one asking for 

longer duration of low TRL projects. 


