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The European Commission and Photonics21 are organizing a workshop on innovation hubs that 
include Photonics competencies. Innovation hubs are one of the strategies to foster innovation, 
technology transfer and to support SMEs. Digital Innovation Hubs are considered to be a cornerstone 
to the successful digitization of European Industry1.  
 
Digital Innovation Hubs: 

 give businesses access to digital competences (e.g. on ICT-KETs, including photonics), and 
capabilities, such as for testing, pilot manufacturing or user experiments as well as in finance, 
innovation and training 

 are focussed around Competence Centres and offer extra services in addition 

 The purpose is to increase the innovation capability of companies and to make the companies 
and by consequence the regions/Europe more competitive 

 
The main objectives are:  

- to present examples of innovation hubs 
- to discuss the common characteristics and common objectives of said hubs 
- to discuss the extent of technology disciplines to be covered 
- to discuss the breadth of services to be covered 
- to discuss the geographical extent 
- to discuss the role of the European policy level and regional/national level 
- to discuss and propose next actions. 

 
The outcome should result in concrete follow-up actions to create new or extend existing innovation 
hubs. To ensure in-depth discussion and cooperation, a world café session will be part of the 
workshop, and the size of the audience will be kept limited, while ensuring participation of sufficient 
different stakeholders (competence centres, SMEs, clusters, innovation agencies, regional authorities, 
EC services, strategic CSA representatives).  

                                                      

1
Commission sets out path to digitise European industry (Press release): http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-

16-1407_en.htm 

 

 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1407_en.htm
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Draft agenda: 

 
10:00 Registration and coffee  
10:30 Welcome and objectives of the workshop Ronan Burgess (EC), Thomas 

Rettich (Photonics21) 
10:40 Tour de table  
10:50 Innovation hubs with photonics competencies – 

examples: 
ACTPHAST 
I4MS project LASHARE 
InfectoGnostics 
Photon delta 
Catapult 
The PISA ecosystem 
 (10' presentation + 2' discussion) 

 
 
Hugo Thienpont, VUB 
Arnold Gillner, Fhg ILT 
Jens Hellwage 
Ton Backx 
Anke Lohman, KTN 
Piero Castoldi 

12:15 Examples of coordination strategies between 
hubs/competence centres: 
OASIS 
I4MS Coordination  
Industrie4.0 coordination in Germany 
The Vanguard Initiative  
(10' presentation + 2' discussion) 

 
 
Ziga Valic, Optitec 
Maurits Butter, TNO 
Johannes Diemer, HP 
Jordi Romero 

13:00 The point of view from the SME: 
Holoxica 
(10' presentation + 2' discussion) 

 
Javid Khan, Holoxica 

13:15 lunch  
14:00 World Café "Innovation Hub" 

- what are the objectives of hubs? 
- how to cover multiple digital disciplines? 
- which additional services to cover? 
- geographical extent – how to give 'any' SME -
easy and quick access to what they need? 
- how to extend existing innovation hubs? 
- how to foster new innovation hubs? 
- role of regional/national/EU policy level 

 

15:15 Coffee Break  
15:30 Reporting from World Café session & final 

discussion 
 

 

16:30 Conclusions & way forward  
17:00  End of workshop  
 
 


