On behalf of the Broadband Stakeholder Group (BSG), a Public Private Partnership between the UK DTI and the private sector actors in the "Broadband value chain", I should like to offer our good offices for any dissemination or debate on this subject in the UK.
 

Clearly, the primary focus of the BSG is the need to accelerate the take up and development of Broadband-based services but we have extended our remit to cover potentially sensitive issues such as Spectrum Management and Digital Rights Management as well as issues around the emerging Competition Policy issues arising out of increased Technological Convergence.
 

We should be happy to share our experience with the Commission and to contribute to the debate about the future of Information Society policy.
 

Speaking personally, I remain concerned that we have still not solved the problem of "getting the technologies out of the laboratory and into the marketplace". In spite of the great success of researchers in Europe and the enormous reservoir of cultural resources, we are still not creating enough of the digital products that the global markets are demanding. Perhaps this is something that could be explored. The issues are as much "cultural" as "technological" . In Europe, we do not seem to put the same moral value on wealth creation through enterprise, based on developing the new high technology products and services of the Information Society (which leads to new sources of jobs and helps us to compete against lower cost economies) even although without more wealth creation we shall not be able to maintain our current social structures, far less invest in expanding them. 

 

The recent report by the Kok Group touches on this but I was also very surprised and disappointed to note the rather low priority that the Kok Report placed on the importance of a healthy and competitive ICT industry in Europe for the Union's overall competitiveness. Clearly, my colleagues in the BSG and the EU ICT industry generally believe that this must be addressed as a matter of priority.
