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The Intelligent Car Initiative 
Raising awareness of ICT 

for safer, cleaner and smarter cars

 
 
 
 
The 'Intelligent Car Initiative' provides 
the policy framework for Information 
and Communication Technology (ICT) 
solutions for smarter, safer and cleaner 
road transport in Europe. It aims to 
reduce road accidents, congestion and 
gridlock, and to lower fuel consumption 
and CO2 emissions. 
 

ICT for smarter cars 
 
Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICT) can provide many 
solutions for smarter, safer and cleaner road 
transport. For instance: 
 
- Electronic Stability Control (ESC) 
reduces accidents by helping drivers control 
their car when it skids. 
 
- eCall automatically calls the nearest 
emergency centre immediately after a serious 
accident and transmits the accident scene's 
location data. This allows rescue services to 
respond much quicker. Full deployment of 
eCall could save 2,500 lives in the European 
Union per year. It would also allow crash sites 
to be cleared faster and thus to reduce the 
duration of traffic jams. 

 
 
 
The Intelligent Car Initiative was established 
by a Commission Communication on 15 
February 2006, and officially announced at a 
launch event in Brussels eight days later. It is a 
flagship project of the Commission's i2010 
Initiative – Europe's digital-led strategy for 
Growth and Jobs. 
 

Coordinating stakeholders 

The Intelligent Car Initiative aims at 
coordinating the activities of the main road 
transport stakeholders. 

This task is carried out by the eSafety 
Forum, which was established in 2003. 
Today, it consists of more than 150 
participants representing all major road safety 
stakeholders. Its goal is to remove the 
bottlenecks preventing 'Intelligent' Vehicle 
Safety Systems (IVSS) from entering and 
penetrating the market. The Forum carries out 
its mission through consensus building among 
its stakeholders and policy recommendations 
to European institutions and EU Member 
States. The Forum is the vital link to decision 
makers, and has so far established 14 industry-
led working groups. 

There are two types of 'Intelligent' Vehicle Systems 
 Stand-alone in-vehicle systems assist the driver without the need for external communication: all 

components of the system are fitted in the car, and they only process information from the car. 
Good examples are ESC, and Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC), which allows the driver to enjoy 
Cruise Control and keep a safe distance from the car ahead. 

 With cooperative Systems vehicles communicate with each other and/or the roadside or wider 
transport infrastructure: Well-known examples are the fast lanes at toll gates where you need not 
stop because the gate registers the passage of the vehicle by communicating with it, or the eCall 
system, which communicates with the 'transport infrastructure' even if the emergency centre is far 
away. Car-to-car communication is a hot research & development topic, but has yet to reach the 
market. 
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One of the recently established working 
groups, 'ICT for Clean Mobility', began in early 
2007.  Its objective is to bring out the potential 
contribution of ICT to a more environ-
mentally-friendly road transport system, and 
to show a way to achieve this goal. 

Some working groups, e.g. the 'eCall Driving 
Group', have already concluded their work and 
produced valuable reports. Others are 
ongoing. 

Promoting research 

The long-term objective of the Intelligent Car 
Initiative needs sustained research efforts. The 
initiative supports research into Intelligent 
Vehicle and Cooperative Systems. It also helps 
the take-up of research results. The Initiative’s 
scientific activities will be part of the 7th 
Framework Programme (FP7), drawing on 
results achieved under earlier programmes. 
The Strategic Research Agenda for ICT for 
mobility, which will be a guideline for the 
research conducted under FP7, was produced 
by eSafety Forum's research working group, 
and was an essential output of the Intelligent 
Car Initiative in 2006. 

Raising Awareness  

Although some Intelligent Vehicle Systems 
have already been available for quite some 
time, their market take-up takes too long. ESC 
is a good example of this. It has been on the 
market for 15 years already, but the take-up 
rate in new car sales and overall market 
penetration are low. As consumer research 
shows, low uptake is partly due to the fact that 
consumers, drivers, car dealers, policy makers 
etc. know too little about the benefits of these 
systems and about the way they function. 

Therefore active information dissemination to 
wide audiences is the third activity field of the 
Intelligent Car Initiative: 

o The first task was to trigger and 
establish the "eSafetyAware!" platform 
to coordinate, harmonise and improve 
stakeholder's communication to the 
end user. 

o In May 2007, eSafety-Aware! 
successfully started its first 
awareness-raising campaign: Choose 
ESC! (see: www.chooseesc.eu). 

o In September 2007 the Commission 
launched its new "Intelligent Car" 
website aimed at the general 
public  

http://ec.europa.eu/intelligentcar . 

The road ahead 

As exemplified by the work produced by the 
Forum's working groups, e.g. the Strategic 
Research Agenda 'ICT for Mobility', or the 
launch of Choose ESC!, major progress has 
been achieved, and the Intelligent Car 

Initiative is already a point of reference in 
Europe, and is recognised worldwide. 

 A second Intelligent Car Commission 
Communication, adopted in September 2007, 
introduced a road map for reaping the benefits 
of Intelligent Vehicle Systems in Europe. Due 
to the complexity of the issues at stake, the 
multitude of stakeholders and remaining 
barriers for the deployment of the systems, the 
work of the Intelligent Car now focuses on key 
priorities and principal policy goals: 

 

• Safer Vehicles: 

 Removal of market implementation 
bottlenecks; 

 roll-out plan for accident-avoiding 
systems by 2008; 

 full-scale roll-out of pan-European 
eCall as of 2010; 

 achieving 100% availability of ESC by 
2012. 

• Cleaner Vehicles: 

  Setting a target for ICTs' contribution 
to CO2 reduction by 2008; 

  roll-out plan for the most efficient 
technologies for clean vehicles by 
2009. 

• Smarter Vehicles: 

 Safe fixation and use of nomadic 
devices (e.g. mobile navigation sets) 
and a standard interface between such 
devices and in-built car systems; 

 co-operative Systems for safer and 
more efficient transport. 

Intelligent Vehicle Systems already available 
today can further reduce fatalities and severe 
injuries, relieve congestion in cities and on 
motorways as well as significantly reduce 
polluting emissions and greenhouse gases. 

The Intelligent Car Initiative will continue to 
implement (via the eSafety Forum's 
stakeholder co-ordination, research and 
development under FP7, and user awareness 
campaigns) the proposed deployment of the 
Road Map for intelligent mobility in Europe.  

The new Communication reinforces the 
Intelligent Car Flagship Initiative by 
identifying 15 concrete steps that stakeholders, 
Member States and the Commission should 
take to advance smarter, safer and cleaner cars 
and road transport in Europe for the benefit of 
all its citizens. 

 
Further Information 

• Intelligent Car Home Page:  
http://ec.europa.eu/intelligentcar  

• eSafety support: 
http://www.esafetysupport.org  

• Europe’s Information Society 
Thematic Portal: 
http://ec.europa.eu/information_soci
ety/index_en.htm  

http://www.chooseesc.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/intelligentcar
http://ec.europa.eu/intelligentcar
http://www.esafetysupport.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/index_en.htm
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