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1. The first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) at Head of State or Government level, was held in Geneva in December 2003 following a lengthy preparatory process. The overall result of the Summit, was satisfactory, with the EU 's positions largely reflected in the two documents adopted in Geneva, namely the Declaration of Principles and the Plan of Action. The second phase of the Summit is scheduled to take place in Tunisia on 16-18 November 2005.
2. Preparations for the second phase of WSIS, the so-called Tunis phase, are underway. The first preparatory meeting of the Tunis phase (Hammamet, June 2004) confirmed that discussions would focus essentially on the implementation of the Geneva Plan of Action, and on the two open questions from the first phase, namely Internet Governance and Financing. The debate on the two latter issues will be based on reports by the Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG) and the Task Force on Financial Mechanisms (TFFM) established by the UN Secretary General. 
3. After the Hammamet preparatory meeting, the Commission presented a Communication, "Towards a Global Partnership in the Information Society: Translating the Geneva Principles into Actions," containing the Commission's proposals for the second phase of WSIS.
4. Based on this Communication and in view of the second preparatory meeting scheduled for 17-25 February 2005, in Geneva, and the ongoing discussions on the issue of Internet Governance in the WGIG, the Presidency has proposed draft Council Conclusions. 
5. The draft conclusions address on one hand the implementation of the commitments undertaken in Geneva, and on the other, they examine the EU approach on Internet Governance, further to the Guidelines on Internet Governance adopted on 13 October 2004.
6. COREPER examined the Draft Conclusions at its meeting of 1 December 2004. With the exception of a DK parliamentary reserve and linguistic reserves by FR and ES, COREPER has reached an agreement on the Draft Conclusions found in the ANNEX. 
7. The Council is invited to act unanimously and as an exceptional measure, in the 11 official languages, taking into account the fact that the versions in the languages of the new Member States are not available.
___________________

ANNEX
COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS
WSIS - Translating the Geneva Principles into Actions 

and Preparing for the Tunis Phase
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

1.
WELCOMES:

-
the Communication from the Commission "Towards a Global Partnership in the Information Society: Translating the Geneva principles into actions," following on the earlier Communication on the follow up to the World Summit on Information Society (WSIS) after the Geneva phase, from 10-12 December 2003.

2.
TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION:

-
Resolution 73 of the International Telecommunication Union, adopted in Minneapolis in 1998;

-
the United Nations Millennium Declaration of September 2000;

-
the Resolution 56/183 on the WSIS adopted by the UN General Assembly on 21 December 2001;

-
the ACP-EU Joint Position on Information Society for Development of 10 December 2003;

-
the Declaration of Principles and the Plan of Action adopted at the Geneva Summit of 12 December 2003.

3.
REAFFIRMING:

-
the importance of the impact of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) on society in general and the citizen in particular;

-
the opportunities that ICTs as a tool for knowledge and information sharing offer world wide for sustainable economic growth, social cohesion
 and political and cultural development in an Information Society for all;
-
the right to freedom of opinion and expression including the right to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers;

-
the commitment to turning the digital divide into digital opportunities for all;

-
the EU's continued commitment to multilateralism as a defining principle of its external policy.

4.
RECALLS:

-
the conclusions of the Lisbon and Feira European Councils of 2000 setting out the objectives relating to Information Society and the eEurope Action Plan;

-
the Council resolution of 3 October 2000 on the organisation and management of the Internet
 and the subsequent Guidelines for Discussions of 23 October 2002 on International management of the Internet and reform of the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), as followed-up by the Guidelines for discussions in the WSIS framework, adopted on 13 October 2004;

-
the Council Conclusions of 8 March 2004 on the Follow-up of the Geneva Summit of the WSIS;

-
the Council Conclusions of 26/27 April 2004 on the World Summit of Information Society. 

5.
INVITES MEMBER STATES AND THE COMMISSION TO:

5.1
be fully committed to the success of the Tunis Phase of WSIS;

5.2
ensure, as far as possible, coordinated EU positions by working closely together in all relevant forums, including in the Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG) and the Task Force on Financial Mechanisms (TFFM), and to strive for the largest possible reflection of these positions in the results of the deliberations throughout the second phase of the WSIS;
5.3
continue close consultation and collaboration with all stakeholders and with partners world-wide, notably by drawing on the national and EU experiences in the field of Information Society;

5.4
advocate in the WSIS context that the outcome of the Tunis Summit should be a concise political document, to be adopted by Heads of State and Government which: 

· consists of two parts: a concise political preamble reaffirming the commitment to translate into concrete action the Declaration of Principles and an operative part based on the Plan of Action; 

· records progress made between Phases I and II on the two unresolved issues from the first phase, namely Financing and Internet Governance.

As regards the policy issues of the second Phase, Member States and the Commission are invited to:

5.5.
ensure that the principles of the Declaration and the Plan of Action are fully respected and not re-opened;

5.6.
concentrate on the implementation of the Geneva undertakings, focusing on a limited number of priorities in order to achieve tangible results and to be able to translate principles into actions, thereby, giving particular attention to the areas of:

· enabling environment, including collaboration on e-strategies, creating a favourable regulatory environment and encouraging exchange of best practice and benchmarking.

· priority applications, notably e-Inclusion, e-Government, e-Learning, e-Health, and e-Business,

· broad use of results of Research and Development, including innovation for development and extension of communication and research infrastructures to global partners.
5.7
ensure that the EU representatives in the WGIG adhere to the Guidelines on Internet Governance adopted on 13 October 2004, and seek where necessary in the light of developments, further coordination in the Council Working Group of Telecommunication and Information Society, taking into account, as appropriate, discussions in the High Level Group on Internet Governance chaired by the Commission. 

WGIG should focus on the continuity and the proper functioning of the Internet, addressing the following issues:

-
organisation and administration of naming and numbering including the operation of the root server system;

-
internationalisation of Internet Governance, taking into account public interest concerns and the participation of developing countries in the governance structures;

-
stability, dependability and robustness of the Internet, including the impact of spam. 
5.8
where driven by the identified needs and demands of recipient countries assist partners to strengthen their capacity to mainstream ICTs in their national development plans and poverty reduction strategy papers and to effectively coordinate donor funding. In this context the EU could play a role in encouraging the promotion of Public Private Partnerships (PPPs) in collaboration and dialogue with its developing country partners, donors and actors in the ICT sector.
6.
INVITES THE COMMISSION TO:

-
prepare the WSIS stocktaking exercise, in close collaboration with Member States, ensuring that activities undertaken in the European Union are brought into the WSIS process in a synthesised manner;

-
propose initiatives for implementing the Plan of Action, making use of existing policy instruments and mechanisms;
-
report to the Council on the progress of the preparatory process of the second phase of WSIS, including the results of the stocktaking exercise and activities undertaken by informal groups.
7.
UNDERLINES the importance for the EU to continue its leading role in the post-Tunis period, notably in creating modalities for the follow-up of Tunis and an eventual review of the WSIS process, taking into account the existing procedures for an integrated and coordinated

 follow-up of UN Conferences.

____________________

�	As defined in the Council of Europe Strategy for Social Cohesion.


�	OJ C 293/3 of 14.10.2000.
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