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STATEMENT 

on the founding of a network of Euro-Mediterranean regulators

Malta, July 1st 2008
Following the ideals and principles of the Euro-Mediterranean cooperation set out in the Barcelona Declaration, as further elaborated in the second Euro-Mediterranean ministerial conference on the information society
, electronic communications regulatory authorities in the Euro-Mediterranean region have joined forces to strengthen their cooperation and set up a network that aims to facilitate the sharing of experiences and the organisation of neighbourly cooperation: the Euro-Mediterranean network of Regulators (EMERG).  
The Euro-Mediterranean region harbours a mix of industrial and service-oriented economies enjoying strong economic growth and attendant potential. The relatively young population of the countries in the region, the high usage of mobile telecommunications services and the booming internet take-up reflect impressive market vitality and highlight this growth potential.  The accelerated deployment of new technologies gives this growth a continuous boost and brings the benefits of the information society within the reach of many. 
The electronic communications regulatory authorities of the Mediterranean region, both EU member states and neighbour countries around the Mediterranean, recognise that they are faced with many similar challenges and opportunities in their efforts towards the promotion of competition in these markets and the establishment of a level playing field for undertakings.  They share common objectives in seeking to adopt regulatory measures which aim to:

· create a sustainable electronic communications market for the benefit of consumers and enterprises; and

· bridge the digital divide, making the benefits of the information society available to all, in particular by providing universal service.

However, differences in market structures across the region, national specificities and differences in regulatory approaches exist.  The electronic communications regulatory authorities recognise that in the electronic communications market greater harmonisation of the principles of the regulatory frameworks is required.  Such harmonisation will contribute to creating a level playing field in the entire region and promoting regulatory predictability, as well as economic efficiencies and investment.  This will serve individual national development efforts, which could maximise the positive socioeconomic impact of electronic communications in these countries, especially those in the developing/emerging phase.  Neighbourly cooperation is a logical and effective way to facilitate the achievement of these objectives.
Through the Barcelona Process and the European Neighbourhood Policy, the Governments of the participating countries and the European Commission have embarked on a course of close cooperation and approximation which, because of the special neighbourly relations and shared interests of security and prosperity, should take a high priority, also in the work of the electronic communications regulatory authorities of the region. For regulatory reform and harmonisation, the cooperation in the non-EU Mediterranean countries, has taken place since 2001 through the NATP-I and NATP-II projects funded by the European Commission. These efforts have identified clear benefits of cooperation in the Euro-Med region among regulatory authorities of EU and non-EU member countries. 
As the NATP-II project will expire in 2008, a group of Euro-Mediterranean communications market regulators has set up an informal network for the enhancement of Euro-Mediterranean regulatory co-operation. This network is intended to facilitate an ambitious program of activities including:
- 
the joint analysis of progress and development of the markets and the regulatory frameworks in the region (benchmarking);

- 
promoting a co-ordinated approach on regulatory methodology and on harmonisation with the principles of the EU framework;

- 
joint efforts at regional level in knowledge transfer and information exchange, also with a view to achieving a shared sense of direction; and
-
bilateral assistance and cooperation.

Participation in the activities of this network shall be open to all regulatory authorities that form part of the Barcelona process and/or are members or observers in the Independent/European Regulators Group (I/ERG). The establishment of the network will facilitate close co-operation with I/ERG as a whole and count on the continued involvement of its individual members in cross-Mediterranean cooperation.

The regulators are appreciative of European Commission commitment to sector developments in the region.  They are prepared to make available on a voluntary basis resources to set up and manage the network.  They are also confident of the European Commission’s continuing support of this initiative and of its best efforts to co-fund the network and associated regulatory activities.
Participating regulators:
Austria 
Regulatory Authority for Broadcasting and Telecommunications / Rundfunk und Telekom Regulierungs – GmbH – RTR
Cyprus
Office of the Commissioner of Electronic Communications and Postal Regulation - OCECPR
Egypt  
National Telecommunications Regulatory Authority - NTRA
France  
Autorité de Régulation des Communications électroniques et des Postes – ARCEP

Greece  
National Telecommunications and Post Commission of Greece – EETT

Israel
Ministry of Communication - MoC
Italy
Autorità per le Garanzie nelle Comunicazioni – AGCOM

Jordan
Telecommunication Regulation Commission - TRC

Lebanon
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority - TRA
Malta
Malta Communications Authority - MCA

Morocco
Agence Nationale de Réglementation des Télécommunications - ANRT

The Palestine 

Authority
Ministry of Telecommunications and Information Technology - MTIT

Portugal
Autoridade Nacional de Comunicações - ANACOM

Spain
Comisión del Mercado de las Telecomunicaciones - CMT

Switzerland
Federal Communications Commission - BAKOM

Syria
Ministry of Communications and Technology - MOCT
Tunisia
Instance Nationale des Télécommunications de Tunisie - INTT
Turkey
Turkish Telecommunications Authority 

� During this conference the Ministers welcomed the results of the Second Euro-Mediterranean Meeting between the European Regulators Group and the Mediterranean regulators in Rome (5 December 2007) and emphasised the need for further liberalisation of the electronic communications markets taking into account differences in national situations, in order to stimulate a favourable environment for the widespread use of ICT, thus encouraging foreign and domestic investments.





