RIDE
A Roadmap for Interoperability of eHealth Systems in

Support of COM 356 with Special Emphasis on
Semantic Interoperability

RIDE is a roadmap project for interoperability of eHealth systems leading to
recommendations for actions and to preparatory actions at the European level.
This roadmap will prepare the ground for future actions as envisioned in the
action plan of the eHealth Communication COM 356 by coordinating various
efforts on eHealth interoperability in member states and the associated states.
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multi-lingual clinical coding systems with perfect cross-mappings and use
identical reference models for measurements. However, this has not
been realized yet.

It is unrealistic to expect a single universally accepted clinical data model
that will be adhered to by all of these groups. Clinical practice, termino-
logy systems and EHR systems are all, hence, a long way from such a
complete harmonization. Therefore this problem can better be addres-
sed at the semantic interoperability level.

RIDE project, we will address interoperability of eHealth systems with
special emphasis on semantic interoperability with the aim of laying a
roadmap by coordinating various efforts in Europe to prepare the
ground for future actions as envisioned in the eHealth action plan.

Expected Results & Impacts

The potential impact of the RIDE project lies in the following facts:

* RIDE Project offers European citizens important opportunities for
improved access to better health systems by providing interoperabi-
lity of eHealth systems. Interoperability enables the seamless, secure
and fast access to comparable public health data and to patient infor-
mation located in different places over a wide variety of wired and
wireless devices.

* By providing substantial productivity gains, RIDE project offers
governments and tax payers a means to cope with increasing demand
on healthcare services.

* RIDE project offers semantic interoperability which provides the pos-
sibility for a health care professional in charge of a patient to have
access at the point of care to the most relevant information, in the
easiest way, and in the shortest possible time.

* In order to reduce clinical errors and improve safety, it is of utmost
importance in any circumstance for a health professional to base
her/his decision on the broadest possible range of data and informa-
tion. RIDE Project addresses semantically enriched patient identifica-
tion protocols for sharing patient data in broadest possible range.

* Interoperating healthcare applications brings the most benefit to auto-
mating healthcare business processes.

* One of the major challenges in developing computerized decision sup-
port systems is accessing the many disparate data sources needed to
retrieve patient-specific information. Therefore, the clinical decision
support systems hugely benefit from semantic interoperability.
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