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e-Health action plan: main areas of activitye-Health action plan: main areas of activity

• National/regional roadmaps (MS, 2005)

• Common approaches for patient identifier (EC+MS, 
2006)

• Interoperability standards for EHR and messaging 
(EC+MS,2006)

• TMA Bridge, I2Health, Semantic Health, RIDE, Semantic Mining…

• Boosting investments in eHealth (MS, 2007)

• Conformity testing and accreditation (MS 2007)

• Deployment of health information networks (MS, 
2004-2008)

• Legal framework, certification of qualifications 
(EC+MS,2009)



GOALGOAL

•• A coordinated effort of all stakeholders A coordinated effort of all stakeholders 
accompanied by a large consultation of accompanied by a large consultation of 
interested parties as well as interested parties as well as 
implementation activities are necessary in implementation activities are necessary in 
order to agree on a order to agree on a Recommendation on Recommendation on 
eHealth  InteroperabilityeHealth  Interoperability. The ultimate goal . The ultimate goal 
is to enable access to the patientis to enable access to the patient’’s s 
electronic health record, patient summary electronic health record, patient summary 
and emergency data from any place in and emergency data from any place in 
EuropeEurope



EHREHR

Interoperability of EHRInteroperability of EHR

Patient summaryPatient summary

C1 C2 C3 ……….. C25C24 ……

S1 S2 S3 … S1 S2 S3 …

Identification, data security



WhyWhy

• Lack of interoperability is detrimental to the patients (lack 
of information, medical errors, limited mobility), health 
professionals (difficult access to health records), health 
managers (lack of economic analysis), researchers 
(reduced availability of medical data) as well as to 
industry, in particular to SMEs (reduced market share). 

• R&D in eHealth has resulted in proofs of eHealth benefits, 
including financial.

• Local and regional pilots need to scale to support national 
and EU wide services.

• The eHealth Action plan calls for joint EU and MS action to 
find best approaches/guidelines on interoperability of 
eHealth systems by end of 2006. 



WHATWHAT

Specific topics identified as a priority by Specific topics identified as a priority by 
eHealth WG can be fully explored by the eHealth WG can be fully explored by the 
Stakeholders group such as:Stakeholders group such as:

•• Patient summaryPatient summary

•• Patient/practitioner identifiersPatient/practitioner identifiers

•• Emergency data set Emergency data set 

including confidentiality and privacy issues including confidentiality and privacy issues 
as well as demonstration activities and as well as demonstration activities and 
contact with implementation authoritiescontact with implementation authorities



HowHow

•• The topics can be explored by mixed The topics can be explored by mixed 
adad--hoc subgroups with the support of hoc subgroups with the support of 
the Standard Development the Standard Development 
organisations. organisations. 

•• The participation to such The participation to such WGsWGs could be could be 
optional. optional. 

•• Drafting activities are insured by the Drafting activities are insured by the 
participants involved in research participants involved in research 
projects and studies. projects and studies. 



Economic and productivity Impact of eHealth study

Best practices study

Legal aspects of eHealth study
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eHealth
Working Group

eHealth
Working Group

Interoperability activities – proposed organisation Interoperability activities – proposed organisation 
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WhenWhen
•• Three meeting of the Stakeholder Three meeting of the Stakeholder 

group till the end of March 2006. group till the end of March 2006. 

•• April 2006, publication of the April 2006, publication of the 
Commission staff working paper on Commission staff working paper on 
interoperability. interoperability. 

•• Further consultationFurther consultation of relevant of relevant 
stakeholders through a public stakeholders through a public 
consultation will allow the refinement consultation will allow the refinement 
of the of the Recommendation on eHealth Recommendation on eHealth 
interoperabilityinteroperability to be issued beginning to be issued beginning 
of 2007.of 2007.



Roadmap after 2007?
(So what?)

Roadmap after 2007?
(So what?)

•• Developing further topics Developing further topics 
(ePrescribing, EHR interoperability (ePrescribing, EHR interoperability 
including semantic, messaging)including semantic, messaging)

•• Harmonise legal frameworkHarmonise legal framework

•• Implementation of certification of Implementation of certification of 
applicationsapplications

•• Monitor implementation of Monitor implementation of 
Recommendation and the benefits Recommendation and the benefits 
(Impact studies, best practices portal)(Impact studies, best practices portal)

•• Support implementation (structural Support implementation (structural 
funds, CIP)funds, CIP)



Structure of the RecommendationStructure of the Recommendation

•• Political /social aspectsPolitical /social aspects ––patient patient 
safety, mobility; incentives, political safety, mobility; incentives, political 
support, collaboration aspects, support, collaboration aspects, 
funding requirementsfunding requirements

•• Technical aspectsTechnical aspects –– architecture architecture 
proposed, possible technical solutions proposed, possible technical solutions 
Semantic Semantic –– terminology, language etc.terminology, language etc.

•• Legal and organisational aspectsLegal and organisational aspects ––
data protection, confidentiality data protection, confidentiality 
((++certification schemas)certification schemas)

•• International aspectsInternational aspects –– collaboration collaboration 
with US, Canada, Australiawith US, Canada, Australia…… ISO, ISO, 
WHO, ITU, ESAWHO, ITU, ESA……

•• Technical Technical 
annex on annex on 
proposed proposed 
standardsstandards

•• Annex on Annex on 
legal legal 
requirementrequirement
ss

•• Annex on Annex on 
certification certification 
criteria(?)criteria(?)



DiscussionDiscussion
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