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Sharing Knowledge in e-Health information systems:

A Semantic Interoperability RTD Roadmap
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Interoperability: WHY IS IT SO HARD?Interoperability: WHY IS IT SO HARD?

TechnologyTechnology
–– Drive (solution gap?)Drive (solution gap?)

Social / EconomicSocial / Economic
–– ‘‘dividenddividend’’ (BPR?)(BPR?)

Regulations / LegislationRegulations / Legislation
–– Cross Organisational/BorderCross Organisational/Border

Needs Multifactored Global ApproachNeeds Multifactored Global Approach
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Key ObjectivesKey Objectives
To identify shortTo identify short--term (2term (2--5 years) and medium5 years) and medium--
term (4term (4--10 years) RTD challenges to achieve 10 years) RTD challenges to achieve 
semantic interoperability of esemantic interoperability of e--health systemshealth systems
To analyse unsolved RTD issues arising in the To analyse unsolved RTD issues arising in the 
context of realistic approaches to  clinical and context of realistic approaches to  clinical and 
public health settings public health settings 
To take into account the impact of nonTo take into account the impact of non--
technological (health policy, legal, sociotechnological (health policy, legal, socio--
economic) aspectseconomic) aspects

USE CASE is USE CASE is ‘‘SNOMED as a processSNOMED as a process’’
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The productThe product

Comprehensive recommendations for integrated  Comprehensive recommendations for integrated  
national RTD roadmaps in the EU/Global contextnational RTD roadmaps in the EU/Global context
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WP 1: Conceptual Framework for Issues of Interoperability of 
e-Health Systems & Global Analysis

WP 7: Validated European and Global Semantic Interoperability Roadmap

WP 3: Towards a Semantic 
Interoperability Roadmap 

(Ib): Socio-economic Issues 

WP 4: Clinical Settings /
EHR 

WP 2: Towards a Semantic 
Interoperability Roadmap 
(Ia): Technological Issues 
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Some DeliverablesSome Deliverables
CConceptualonceptual framework for eframework for e--Health interoperability Health interoperability 
IInventorynventory of key relevant Member Statesof key relevant Member States
CComparativeomparative analysis and initial technological RTD analysis and initial technological RTD 
recommendations for improving semantic recommendations for improving semantic 
interoperabilityinteroperability
CComparativeomparative analysis and initial socioanalysis and initial socio--economic RTD economic RTD 
recommendations for improving semantic recommendations for improving semantic 
interoperabilityinteroperability
Barriers, approaches and RTD priorities for semantic Barriers, approaches and RTD priorities for semantic 

interoperability in support of clinicalinteroperability in support of clinical care deliverycare delivery

Semantic Interoperability RTD RoadmapSemantic Interoperability RTD Roadmap
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Potential for CollaborationPotential for Collaboration

SemanticHEALTH offersSemanticHEALTH offers
–– Open WorkshopsOpen Workshops
–– Share WorkshopsShare Workshops
–– Dissemination through WHO networkDissemination through WHO network
–– Produce shared Final Executive Produce shared Final Executive 

RecommendationsRecommendations
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