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Programa Escolhas (Choices Programme) aims 

to support the social inclusion of children and 

young people from the most socio-economically 

disadvantaged contexts, mainly descendants of 

immigrants and ethnical minorities.

Programa Escolhas



An overview
Began in 2001;

Governmental programme managed 
by the Presidency of the Council of 
Ministers. It is integrated in the High 
Commission for Immigration and 
Intercultural Dialogue (ACIDI, IP).
■ It is now in its third phase, from 2007 to 2009; 
■ It is a bottom-up approach that funds, supports and 
evaluates local projects;

■ 121 projects are being supported on a national level.



Target Groups 
Children and young people from 6 to 

24 from disadvantaged contexts;

Early school leavers, without basic 
levels of education (9 years);

Immigrant descendants and ethnical 
minorities;

Children and young people at risk or 
young offenders;

Parents;

Others, when relevant to the project.



Educational inclusion and 

non-formal education;

IMain areas



Professional training and 

employability

IIMain areas



Civic and community 

participation

IIIMain areas



Digital inclusion

IV

ICT as a “digital bridge” to overcome social exclusion

Main areas



Promote digital and 
social inclusion Development of know-how

and personal, social and
professional skills

For children and 
young people

in situations of 
vulnerability

111 Free and 
open spaces

6-9 PCs with a 
full-time trainer

broadband

Digital Inclusion Center 
(CID@NET)

Reduce competitive disadvantage 

Increase self-esteem



Pedagogical and after 
school activities

Activities & Ethics

Training activities

School-related activities

Access 
and Equity

Cultural 
bridging

Free 
culture

Citizenship

Safety & 
Privacy



Training  with Microsoft “Unlimited 
Potential” Curriculum (3,500 

certificates issued in 96 projects)

Global activities
on the Internet

Project Websites
(server  & templates platform)

Training in NetAcad 
System – CISCO (56 

Local Academys)
- MYTecC

School e-learning platform 
Escola Virtual – “Virtual School”

(4.500 passwords)

Central support
Social Network 

“Choices in Network” (go) Training of
CID@NET Monitors 

(open source e-learning software)



Choices Programme In CID@NET

Some basic results (Jan 07-Apr 08)

53.670 users;

261.486 working sessions.

24.382 users;

92.746 working sessions.



upper 24 age 
group

9%

19-24 age group
9%

6-10 age group
18%

under 6 age 
group

0%

11-13 age group
27%

14-18 age group
37%

CID@NET: Age groups
24.382 children and young people in situations of risk or 

vulnerability



Female
44%

Male
56%

24.382 children and young people in situations of risk or 
vulnerability

CID@NET : Gender



5th/6th grade
26%

Primary School
44%

7th-9th grade
19%

Others
11%

CID@NET : Education levels
24.382 children and young people in situations of risk or 

vulnerability



MEDIATION

ResponsabilityFreedom

ICT and CID@NET in the
Choices Program

as a means of…

INCLUSION

Conclusion
Communication

Learning

Information

Education

LeisureSafety
Privacy

Intellectual 
Property
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