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Europe's Digital Library doubles in size but 
also shows EU's lack of common web 
copyright solution 

(28/08/2009) 4.6 million digitised books, maps, photographs, film clips and 
newspapers can now be accessed by internet users on Europeana, Europe's 
multilingual digital library (www.europeana.eu). The collection of Europeana 
has more than doubled since it was launched in November 2008 
(IP/08/1747). Today the European Commission, in a policy document 
declared as its target to bring the number of digitised objects to 10 million by 
2010. The Commission also opened a public debate on the future challenges 
for book digitisation in Europe: the potential of the public and private sector to 
team up and the need to reform Europe's too fragmented copyright 
framework. 

"The digitisation of books is a Herculean task but also opens up cultural content to millions of citizens in 
Europe and beyond. This is why I welcome first efforts made by Member States and their cultural 
institutions to fill the shelves of Europe's digital library,” said Viviane Reding, EU Commissioner for 
Information Society and Media. "However, I find it alarming that only 5% of all digitised books in the EU 
are available on Europeana. I also note that almost half of Europeana's digitised works have come from 
one country alone, while all other Member States continue to under-perform dramatically. To me this 
shows, above all, that Member States must stop envying progress made in other continents and finally 
do their own homework. It also shows that Europeana alone will not suffice to put Europe on the digital 
map of the world. We need to work better together to make Europe's copyright framework fit for the 
digital age."  

• Full press release  

• EUROPEANA – Europe's Digital Library: Frequently Asked Questions  

• Factsheet  

• Europeana website  

• i2010: Digital Libraries Initiative  

• "La bibliothèque numérique européenne: du rêve à la réalité"(FR)- Speech Commissioner 
Reding - Avignon, 17 november 2008  

• Europeana promotional video  

• Infoclip Europeana in English  

• Questions for public consultation  

• Full text of the Communication: "Europeana - next steps" (47 Kb)  

• Staff working document - "Europeana - next steps" (20 Kb)  

 

http://www.europeana.eu/
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/1257&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/09/366&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/itemlongdetail.cfm?item_id=4509
http://www.europeana.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/digital_libraries/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/08/621&format=HTML&aged=0&language=FR&guiLanguage=nl
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/digital_libraries/doc/video/Europeana-master-WMV.wmv
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/video_prod_en.cfm?ref=059227
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/digital_libraries/doc/communications/next_steps_2009/questions_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=628
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=631
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