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CEF TELECOM – 2017-1 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

EESSI – 15 March 2017 
 

 
All information marked in blue has been added since the previous FAQ version.  
 
 
1. Are there any specific restrictions on who can apply for the EESSI call? 

No, there are no restrictions that are specific to the EESSI call. See section 8.1 of the call text for 

information on eligible applicants under CEF Telecom. 

 

 

2. Can EESSI funding be used for the implementation of eDelivery? 

 

Yes, however the implementation of an eDelivery access point must be used by the EESSI generic 

services to achieve the EESSI objectives as noted in section 3 of the call text.  

 
 
3. Some of the activities described in the work programme include setup of the non-

production environments i.e. activity (Installation and configuration of the EESSI Access 

Points to be used for EESSI business, including non-production environments), but in 

some activities i.e. (Distribution, installation and configuration of RINA in the national 

domain for EESSI-related uses), it is not specifically mentioned that the non-production 

environment setup is part of the action. Will the distribution, installation and 

configuration of RINA in the national domain non-production environment be considered 

as eligible costs of the action? 

 

Yes, it will. In addition, please note that every National Application implementation needs to pass a 
mandatory conformance testing at the end of the action at the latest in order to validate its EESSI 
functionalities.   
 
 
4. Our project is of common interest in our Member State region, but it does not 

currently provide for the exchange of information with organisations from other EU 

Member States. Could our project participate in the EESSI call? If so, and our project 

meets the objectives of EESSI, could our region be an access point for municipalities for 

the exchange of data relating to the Electronic Social Folder?  

 

The European Commission DG EMPL will confirm with its EESSI representatives which regions are 
permitted to host an Access Point for EESSI. The relevant region interested in submitting a project 
will then be duly informed.  

 
 
5. Some of the actions required to connect the National Applications to the EESSI 

platform include development and deployment. The development process of the National 

Application is outsourced (including testing on developer's side, which is integral part of 

the development) and is in the framework of another action receiving a grant financed 

from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). Would costs of personnel 

working under an employment contract and which will be responsible for testing on 

beneficiary's side be considered as eligible costs under this call (Development and 

deployment of National Applications to allow connection to the core platform by reusing 
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RINA components), if the development of the National Application is deployed in the 

framework of another action receiving an EDRF grant?  

 

If the development testing is covered by an ERDF grant, there could be an issue of double funding. 
Part 12.1.1 of the call text explains that "Pursuant to Article 129 of the Financial Regulation, no EU 
financial aid will be awarded to actions receiving funds from other sources of EU financing. Under 
no circumstances will the same costs be financed twice by the EU budget."  
 

It depends what specific activity is covered under the ERDF action. If there is no double funding 
involved, then personnel costs are considered as eligible costs provided they meet the general 
conditions for eligibility of costs as outlined in Article II.19 of the model grant agreement. Please 
see also General FAQ 11.1A. 
 

 

6. Our national information system that will be integrated with EESSI is being developed 
through several development contracts within a single framework contract and other 
development contracts that have received funding from EU Structural Funds. Is it still 

eligible for CEF funding?  
 

Part 12.1.1 of the call text states that pursuant to Article 129 of the Financial Regulation, no EU 
financial aid will be awarded to Actions receiving funds from other sources of EU financing. Under 
no circumstances will the same costs be financed twice by the EU budget. Therefore, any costs that 
have been included in the Action that already benefit from EU funding cannot be included as 
eligible costs of the Action to be submitted under CEF. 
    

 
7. Is the possibility of enhancing the National Application to connect to RINA for 

conducting EESSI business covered under the call?  

 

The possibility of enhancing the National Application to connect to RINA for sharing information 

necessary for the exchange of messages according to the EESSI cross-border business processes is 

covered by the call. 

 

 

8. Is it acceptable to have a non-specified date as starting date for a milestone, e.g. 

“after fit-for-purpose acceptance”? If not, how do we handle delays from DG EMPL that 

effect our local projects, without going into re-scoping the entire project? 

 
In the TENtec eSubmission module, applicants are not requested to indicate the starting dates of 
milestones, only the expected date of the achievement/delivery of the milestone. 
 
The European Commission DG Employment, Social Affairs & Inclusion (DG EMPL) made available, 
as planned, an Integration Ready Release version of EESSI which will allow Member States to start 

integration activities as of 16 January 2017. Moreover, the EESSI Architecture Pack v1.0 that 
includes the specification documents was published for the Member States on 31 March 2016 as 
foreseen, thus all local projects can start integration activities (such as planning, configuration). 
Therefore, the timing of release of the final version of the system should have no impact on the 

activities supported under this call. 
 

 

9. Is it acceptable for multiple ministries from one Member State to submit separate 
applications under this call? 
 
There is no restriction on the number of Member State ministries that can participate in the EESSI 

call, however please keep in mind that, as indicated in section 5 of the call text, funding will be 

limited to one proposal per Member State and a maximum of €2,000,000 per Member State, 

regardless of whether one or several entities from that Member State apply. In addition, all of the 

requisite eligibility criteria and conditions of the call must also be met.   
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10. If two Member States present a joint proposal, what would be the threshold of 
funding for each Member State? 
 
As noted in Q10 above and in section 5 of the call text, there is no restriction on the number of 

Member State entities that can participate in the EESSI call, however please keep in mind that 

funding will be limited to one proposal per Member State and a maximum of €2,000,000 per 

Member State, regardless of whether one or several entities from that Member State apply. In this 

case, each Member State could ask for a maximum CEF funding of €2 million. 

 
 

11. Will there be additional calls to support EESSI integration in 2018?  
 
This information will be available in future work programmes once they are officially published. No 
speculation on future calls can be made at the present time. 
 

 
12. Would the costs for establishing EESSI infrastructure – including infrastructure 

investment and labour/administrative costs – be considered eligible under this call? 
 
Yes, these activities and their resulting costs would be eligible under this call. See section 3 of the 
call text which indicates the activities which could be addressed by the proposed Actions under this 
call. Please also be aware that eligible costs must meet the general conditions for eligibility of costs 
as outlined in Article II.19.1 of the model grant agreement. See section 11 of the General FAQ or 

the model grant agreement for more information.  
 
 
13. Would the training costs for EESSI system administrators and public servants in the 
institutions be considered eligible under this call? 
 
Yes, these activities and their resulting costs would be eligible under this call. See section 3 of the 

call text which indicates the activities which could be addressed by the proposed Actions under this 

call. Please also be aware that eligible costs must meet the general conditions for eligibility of costs 
as outlined in Article II.19.1 of the model grant agreement. See section 11 of the General FAQ or 
the model grant agreement for more information.  
 
 
14. Considering that EESSI solutions are based on "mature technologies", is the creation 

of a "pilot solution" as the first step in a national EESSI integration project eligible for 
funding under this call? 
 
Yes. The creation of a "pilot solution" would be eligible under this call if it is included as a step of 
the national EESSI integration plan and not as a stand-alone platform or an independent Action in 
itself. Please note that actions selected following this call will include a mandatory conformance 

testing provided by the EESSI Core Service Platform or by a well-recognized 
conformance/interoperability testing organization. Please also be aware that eligible costs must 
meet the general conditions for eligibility of costs as outlined in Article II.19.1 of the model grant 
agreement. See section 11 of the General FAQ or the model grant agreement for more information.  

 


