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Objectives and results
The main project activity was the organisation of a four-day conference which provided an opportunity to discuss different ways of preventing violence against children and the sexual abuse of juveniles. Among those attending were police officers engaged in varying ways in fighting and preventing domestic violence — district police officers, patrol officers, specialists in juvenile and pathology cases and police officers from partner countries.

Study visits were organised in three partner countries to enable police officers (six per group) to exchange information and expertise on how domestic violence and child abuse are being tackled in each country. 

The officers saw for themselves that Germany has a highly-developed social services system; victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse are given very good care. They have access to a psychologist and are given help in finding a place where they can stay after incidents of violence in their own home. The police work very constructively together with the social services.

Other operational initiatives were organised, such as specialist training for different professional groups and interdisciplinary teams on how to deal with child victims. These vocational initiatives were accompanied by research and professional analysis. Participants found this project informative and it helped them prepare educational materials for use in training police officers and teachers. 

As follow-up, a number of internal training courses were planned for the heads of departments dealing with juveniles (training for trainers). 

