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 SCIENTIC COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER SAFETY (SCCS) 

Request for a scientific opinion: Scientific clarifications on Boron compound  

 

1. Background 

Article 15, paragraph 2, of Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009 provides that the use in 
cosmetic products of substances classified as CMR substances, of category 1A or 1B 
under Part 3 of Annex VI to Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 shall be prohibited. This 
prohibition for use in cosmetic products applies as from the date of application of the 
classification as CMR substances, of category 1A or 1B under Part 3 of Annex VI to 
Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008, unless an authorisation measure is adopted within 15 
months of the inclusion of the substances concerned in that Regulation. This 
authorisation measure is adopted by the Commission, by way of exception, where all the 
conditions lay down for this purpose in Article 15, paragraph 2, of Regulation (EC) No 
1223/2009 are fulfilled. 

Several boron compounds have been classified as CMR 1B substances under Part 3 of 
Annex VI to Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008. They are already covered by entries 1a, 1b, 
respectively 12 in Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009. In the case of these 
substances, the conditions for exception to the prohibition rule laid down in Article 15, 
paragraph 2, of Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009 have not been fulfilled.  

It is therefore necessary to amend entries 1a, 1b and 12 of Annex III to the Cosmetics 
Regulation in order to indicate that those boron compounds, sodium perborate and 
perboric acid which have been classified as CMR 1B are not allowed anymore for use in 
cosmetic products. 

However a clarification is needed on some scientific aspect regarding the whole group of 
borates. It appears that borates, on contact with water, tetraborates and octaborates form 
boric acid, which is classified as CMR 1B substance. If there is scientific evidence on 
this process, the whole group of borates, tetraborates and octaborates could then be 
prohibited for use in cosmetic products. 

Therefore, we would like to ask for a clarification on this aspect for the borates, 
tetraborates and octaborates reported in Cosing database such as: MEA-BORATE ; 
MIPA-BORATE ;POTASSIUM BORATE ; TRIOCTYLDODECYL BORATE ; ZINC 
BORATE. 

For your information several scientific opinions have already been adopted on boron 
compounds: 

The Scientific Committee on Cosmetic Products and Non-Food Products intended for 
Consumers adopted its opinion concerning Boric Acid, Borates and Tetraborates on 23 
September 1998 (SCCNFP/0025/98) 

The Scientific Committee on Consumer Safety adopted its scientific opinions on Sodium 
perborate and perboric acid (SCCS/1345/10) and on Boron compound (SCCS/1249/09) 
on the 22 June 2010.  
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2. Terms of reference 

 

In the light of the classification of the Boric acid as CMR 1B substances under Part 3 of 
Annex VI to Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008, the SCCS is asked to address the following 
questions: 

(1) Based on the current knowledge on the chemistry of borates, tetraborates and 
octaborates, does the SCCS consider that these compounds break in the product, due to 
contact with water, into boric acid? 

(2) If the answer to question 1 is yes, does the SCCS consider that the general 
restrictions applicable to boric acid should apply to the whole group of borates? 

 

3. Deadline:   

4. Supporting documents  

Annex 


