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SCIENTIC COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER SAFETY (SCCS) 

 

Request for an updating of the scientific opinion:  Diethylene glycol monoethyl 
ether (DEGEE).  

 

1. Background 

Diethylene glycol monoethyl ether (DEGEE) was evaluated by the SCCP in 2006  
(SCCP/1044/06) and in 2008 (SCCP/1200/08). 

The SCCS adopted the third opinion (SCCS/1316/10) on Diethylene glycol monoethyl 
ether (DEGEE) at its 8th plenary meeting of 21 September 2011 with the following 
conclusion: 

The SCCP previously concluded in its opinion of 16.12.08 (SCCP/1200/08) that the use 
of diethylene glycol monoethyl ether (DEGEE) as a solvent in an on-head concentration 
of up to 7.0% in oxidative hair dye formulations and in an on-head concentration of up 
to 5.0% in non-oxidative hair dye formulations in addition to the use of DEGEE at 
concentrations up to 1.5% in all cosmetic products, except products for oral hygiene and 
eye products, does not pose a risk to the health of the consumer, provided that the level 
of ethylene glycol in DEGEE used is < 0.2%.   

Based on the new information submitted, SCCS is of the opinion that: 

1. the use of DEGEE as a solvent in cosmetic products in a concentration up to 10% in 
rinse-off products does not pose a risk to the health of the consumer. 

2. the use of DEGEE as a solvent in cosmetic products in a concentration up to 5.5% in 
leave-on products does pose a risk to the health of the consumer. 

3. an additional use of the substance DEGEE as solvent in an on-head concentration up 
7.0% in oxidative hair dye formulations and in an on-head concentration up 5.0% in 
non-oxidative hair dye formulations does not pose a risk to the health of the consumer. 

4. the additional use of DEGEE at concentrations up to 1.5% in all cosmetic products 
does not pose a risk to the health of the consumer. 

5. DEGEE must not be used in products for oral hygiene and the eyes. The level of 
ethylene glycol in DEGEE used should be less than 0.2% 

The opinion relates to the dermal application of cosmetic products only and does not 
include any other cosmetic exposure, such as exposure from possible aerosol/spray 
products. Aggregate exposure to diethylene glycol monoethyl ether (DEGEE) from non-
cosmetic sources has not been considered. 
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In January 2012, industry requested to increase the maximum use concentration in all 
cosmetics products from 1.5% to 2.6%.  

Moreover, the International Fragrance Association (IFRA) reported the use of DEGEE as 
solvent, commonly used in the Fragrance Industry to prepare fragrance compounds. 
Based on the available use information, an estimation of the inhalation exposure to 
DEGEE was submitted to support a risk assessment of its use in spray products.  

 

2. Terms of reference 

1. On the basis of available information, the SCCS is asked to assess whether a maximum 
concentration of 2.6% of DEGEE can be considered safe, also taking into account the 
other uses previously assessed (10% in rinse-off products, 7.0% in oxidative and 5.0% in 
non-oxidative hair dye formulations). 

2. Taking into account the provided exposure data, the SCCS is asked to assess the safety 
of DEGEE when used in spray products in a concentration up 2.6%. 

3. Does the SCCS have any further scientific concerns with regard to the use of DEGEE? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


