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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
HEALTH & CONSUMER PROTECTION DIRECTORATE-GENERAL  
 
Directorate C - Public Health and Risk Assessment 
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Brussels, 30 January 2008 
C7/AK D(2008) D370090 

Minutes of meeting on the Review of Work Underway on Antimicrobial 
Resistance 

 

This meeting was held in Brussels, on the 17th January 2008. 

1. BACKGROUND 

This meeting was convened at the initiative of the Health and Consumer Protection 
Directorate General (DG SANCO) following the discussion on antimicrobials resistance 
in Stockholm at the 3rd Meeting of Chairs of Scientific Committees/Panels of 
Community bodies involved in risk assessment (6-7 November 2007). 

 
Antimicrobial resistance is a serious health threat, with ramifications in several 

SANCO areas (health, food chain safety, plant health, risk assessment) as well as for 
other EU policies (authorisation of pharmaceutical products - ENTR, research - RTD, 
JRC-, environmental policy - ENV- etc.). Activities related to this issue involve therefore 
several DGs, EU bodies and international organisations. A strategy was launched by 
SANCO in 2001 as part of its health policy and there are many on-going activities both 
within that framework and within the food and feed safety and animal and plant health 
policies. Nevertheless, because of its complexity and seriousness, the issue requires 
continuous attention and a reinforced effort to promote action and co-ordinate the main 
actors. 

2. PARTICIPANTS 

Please see attached list of participants. 

3. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

The Director-General of DG SANCO, Mr. Robert Madelin, opened the discussions by 
welcoming the participants and briefly describing the scope and the structure of the 
meeting. As Mr. Madelin mentioned, this was a short meeting in order to exchange 
information on current and future activities, as well as to identify possible co-ordination 
needs, so that duplication of effort is avoided. He also noted that a mailing list should be 
created and updated regularly by the participants, so as to ensure the proper follow up on 
the activities concerning Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) after this meeting. 
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Overall objectives of the meeting: 

• To map ongoing activities and get feedback on progress and problems  

• To offer an opportunity for contact between the main actors on antimicrobial 
resistance 

• To identify needs for better co-ordination and/or further action. In particular, to 
identify areas where new scientific work should be launched 

4. DISCUSSION 

4.1. Presentations 

In this session, the various Commission Services, EU Scientific Committees and 
Agencies, as well as International Organisations involved in AMR briefly presented their 
needs, activities, priorities and future plans. 

A brief description of all the presentations is given below; all presentations can be 
found at the following webpages:  
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/mic_res/ev_20080117_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/food/resources/events_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/horiz_events_chrono_en.htm 

 
• Health & Consumer Protection Directorate General (DG SANCO):  

o K. De Smet (KDS) presented the activities of SANCO Directorates D and 
E (Food, feed and animal aspects) 

o H. Walerius (HW) presented a brief timeline of past, current and future 
EU public health actions regarding AMR. He also highlighted the new 
opportunities on the political/regulatory level regarding support of 
activities on AMR issues, since the current EU Presidency (Slovenia), as 
well as the 3 forthcoming EU presidencies (France, Czech Republic and 
Sweden), have already express their willingness to support initiatives 
related to AMR. 

 
• Environment Directorate General (DG ENV): 

o B. van Tongelen gave a short presentation on the Biocidal Products 
Directive (98/8/EC). 

 
• Enterprise and Industry Directorate General (DG ENTR):   

o S. Fuehring briefly updated the participants on the revision of the 
Cosmetics Directive and A. Gautrais reported the interest of the Chemical 
unit, in relation to AMR of biocides. 

 
• Research Directorate General (DG RTD): 

o A. Lonnroth presented an overview of EU research policy on AMR, 
focusing in particular on the 7th Framework Programme (FP7) aspects 
related to this issue, as well as future goals set by RTD in this field. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/mic_res/ev_20080117_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/resources/events_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/horiz_events_chrono_en.htm
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• Joint Research Centre Directorate general (JRC): 
o H. Schimmel updated the participants on the JRC activities on AMR and 

in particular of the Institute for Health and Consumer Protection (IHCP), 
which is involved in the Biocidal Products Directive, under a mandate 
from DGs ENV and ENTR. 

 
• European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 

o D. Monnet presented the activities of ECDC related to AMR and Health 
Care-Associated Infections (HCAI). He also mentioned ECDC's plan to 
organise the 1st European Antibiotic Day, an awareness campaign on the 
rational use of antibiotics, which to be launched at the European 
Parliament on 18 November 2008. 

• European Food safety Authority (EFSA) 
o M. Hugas and R. Brozzi described the activities of the Biological 

Hazards, Zoonoses Data Collection, Feed Additives, GMO and Food 
Additives & Flavourings Units of EFSA, which are related to AMR. 

 
• European Medicines Agency (EMEA) 

o B. Aronsson and J. Torren presented the activities of the EMEA Human 
and Veterinary Units respectively. It was mentioned that an EMEA 
Reflection Paper on Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance as Post-
Marketing Authorisation Commitment was published a few days before 
the meeting and will be circulated to the participants. 

 
• 'Non-Food Scientific Committees' (SCENIHR/SCHER/SCCP) 

o The chairs of the Commission's Scientific Committees briefly presented 
their past and ongoing activities and Working Groups on AMR 

 
• Community Reference Laboratory for Antimicrobial Resistance (CRL) 

o F. Aarestrup presented the current tasks, as well as future expected 
contributions from CLR regarding Antimicrobial Resistance. 

 
• International activities:  

o World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE): T. Ishibashi presented an 
overview of OIE antimicrobial resistance related activities from 1998 until 
today. 

o CODEX Alimentarius Commission: E. Zamora Escribano (DG SANCO) 
gave a brief presentation of the ad hoc Codex Alimentarius 
Intergovernmental Task Force on AMR (TF AMR), describing the 
outcome of the 1st TF AMR meeting (held in Seoul in October 2007), as 
well as the objectives of the 2nd TF AMR meeting scheduled for October 
2008. The European Commission will host the three working groups, set 
by the TF-AMR, in May 2008. 

 
4.2. Discussion 

A brief discussion took place after presentation session.  

  Mr. A Rys (Director-Public Health) proposed a 4 level approach to be considered, 
namely: 
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• Action on the way antibiotics are used: human and veterinary use, as well as patient 
safety aspects  

• Diagnostic issues: diagnostic tests should be improved 

• Research: there is a need for novel antibiotics. In addition, a full use of the new 
mechanisms for promoting and funding research (IMI) should be ensured, as well as 
more research in this field. 

• 'Political momentum': early signs indicate that the issue of antimicrobial resistance is 
high in the agendas of the current and next three EU Presidencies; this provides a 
favourable environment for action until the end of 2009. There is a need to reflect 
now on how to proceed, in order to take advantage this favourable momentum, and 
whether a regulatory approach would be necessary. 

  Mr E. Poudelet (Acting Director- Safety of the Food Chain) expressed concern on the 
lack of knowledge about the origins of AMR. He stressed the need for more research on 
this issue, in order to be able to use internal, limited resources most efficiently. ECDC 
and EFSA are likely to be best placed to try to identify the main sources of AMR. He 
noted that pharmaceutical industry and patients groups ought to be involved in future 
discussions. 

In the discussion that followed participants mentioned several issues that followed 
two main lines of concern: 

1. A broad lack of information and knowledge, and in particular, the need to know 
the amounts of substances used and their use patterns. Even though some sources 
are known, such as S. pneumoniae from humans and Salmonellae and 
Campylobacter from food, AMR comes mostly from unknown sources. In 
addition, it is unlikely to obtain timely information to be able to perform full risk 
assessments for antibiotics. Finally, the complexity of the mechanisms of AMR is 
also a constraint with regard to early identification of resistance. 

2. The need to better manage the use of antibiotics: to address the need to reserve 
certain antibiotics for certain diseases,  to use less antibiotics in human medicine 
and veterinary medicine, to implement and enforce guidelines of Prudent Use (but 
not to over-regulate) and to improve awareness and communication on 
antimicrobial resistance. 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

Mr Madelin noted that AMR is a complex issue that was recognized more than a 
decade ago and led to several initiatives. However, AMR is of an increasing importance 
and is a global and cross-border issue. Therefore the EU should take advantage of the 
political opportunity in the next 2 years, under the forthcoming presidencies, to take 
appropriate initiatives in order to reverse the current trends. In this context, it should be 
considered how better synergies could be built. The initiative to deal with increased 
problems from AMR shall appear in a simple form as 'actionable ideas' to be presented to 
the politicians. There is a clear need for more data, but how much should be done (to 
address this? Links and contacts between all relevant bodies should be strengthened, in 
order to promote collaborations and avoid duplication of effort. 
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6. FOLLOW UP 

- to publish on the SANCO website all information presented at this meeting  

- to create a mailing list (network) through which all participants could update/be 
updated on new developments and advances in this field 

- to inform public and private stakeholders of the outcomes of this meeting 

- to list ideas on how to better promote this issue, taking advantage of the favourable 
political opportunities in the years to come  

- an important step will be the Slovenian Presidency meeting on antimicrobials scheduled 
for 13-14 March 2008 

- in addition, it is relevant to note that as a follow-up to the 1st CODEX 
Intergovernmental TF AMR, three Working Groups were set. Next working groups 
discussion will be hosted by the European Commission in May 2008. 
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