Ten Actions

	Follow-up to the 2nd Nanotechnology Safety for Success Dialogue: Top ten actions to launch by Easter 2009

	
	Description
	Comments

	Dialogue and Governance

	Action 1
	Preparation of Future Nano Safety for Success Dialogues: To establish a multi-stakeholder Consultative Steering Group to prepare the future editions of the annual “Nanotechnology: Safety for Success” Dialogues.
	

	Action 2
	Exchanges of views with the EU Member States: To draft discussion papers as bases for exchanges of views on nanotechnologies with the EU Member States' authorities, in the sectors under the responsibility of DG SANCO (notably, food and feed, general product safety), including in particular discussion of terminology, market developments, application of legislation, market surveillance, and governance.
	

	Action 3
	Sector-by-sector stakeholder dialogues: In light of the outcome of the exchange of views with the authorities of the EU Member States, to launch sector-by-sector stakeholder dialogues. These dialogues should cover in particular terminology, technology and market developments, risk assessment and data requirements, best practices for industry, in order to ensure risk prevention. They will also aim at identifying needs and means to ensure a shared level of information and understanding on the main aspects of nanotechnology as a basis for a fruitful dialogue.
	· In the food and feed area, to continue the dialogue in the Working Group on Nanotech of the Advisory Group on the Food Chain and Animal and Plant Health (2004/613/EC);
· In the non-food area, the dialogue should include in particular household products such as paints, sport articles, leather sprays, cosmetics, electronic equipments including office equipments such as printers and copy machines.

	Action 4
	Information exchange on dialogues and governance: To set up a web-based platform for mapping existing and new dialogues established by stakeholders and/or the authorities, in order to facilitate exchange of information on and participation in dialogues and promote good governance.
	

	Market intelligence

	Action 5
	EU Inventory: To  investigate the feasibility of a EU-wide inventory of nanotechnology-based products in co-operation with the EU member States, taking into account existing databases.
	DG SANCO to seek collaboration of other European Commission services, EFSA and other EU agencies.

	Action 6
	Nano preparedness: To launch foresight studies including (i) a survey of literature, patents, research and development programmes, (ii) on hypothetical applications of nanotechnologies to food and feed and related risk assessment and guidance needs, seeking the collaboration of EFSA, (iii) on hypothetical applications of nanotechnologies in the most relevant non-food sectors and related risk assessment and guidance needs, etc.
	SANCO to seek collaboration, in particular, of the JRC and RTD for (i).

	Scientific knowledge gap-filling, risk assessment and guidance

	Action 7
	Scientific knowledge gap-filling: To explore fast track means to generate scientific knowledge most urgently needed by risk assessors in order to provide guidance and make risk assessment in the sectors that face actual or foreseeable developments, in particular but not exclusively, with regard to consumer and environmental exposures and its potential impact on human health and the environment.
	· DG SANCO to seek collaboration of DG ENTR, DG ENV, DG RTD, DG EMPL and the JRC;
· To be discussed with risk assessment bodies, industry and academia. To be co-ordinated with existing research programmes. Discussion on how to accelerate exploitation of available knowledge including in the workplace.

	Action 8
	Guidance: Following the adoption by EFSA of its opinion on nanotechnology, to ask EFSA to provide, and update as necessary, guidance for safety evaluations in specific food and feed areas.
	

	Action 9
	Risk assessment: To update existing scientific opinions and provide new ones. Specifically,

(1) In the food and feed area, when appropriate, to proactively consult EFSA on specific scientific questions related to nanomaterials on case-by-case-basis;
(2) In the non-food area, to ask SCENIHR to perform risk assessment on exposure of nanoparticles from common household and consumer products.
	The market surveillance results provided by the EU Member States will have to be taken into account.

	Action 10


	European Nanomaterials Risk Assessors’ Forum: To establish a EU network of risk assessors (i) to exchange information, in particular on data, methods, instrumentation, and adopted scientific opinions, (ii) to facilitate collaboration, and (iii) to seek to establish structured international contacts.
	To be co-ordinated with the bi-annual “Transatlantic Risk Assessment Dialogue” and the follow-up to the meeting of the Chairs of EU Scientific Committees and Panels.
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