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Brussels, 12 March 2008  
HLG/2008/01 

MEETING OF THE HIGH LEVEL GROUP ON HEALTH SERVICES AND MEDICAL CARE 
30 JANUARY 2008, BRUSSELS 

Subject: Minutes of the meeting 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Participants were welcomed to the meeting of the High Level Group (HLG) by the 
chairman, Mr Madelin (European Commission, DG SANCO). The draft agenda 
(HLG/2007/04 REV1) was adopted.  

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting of 9 November 2006 (HLG/2006/11) were adopted.  

3. COMMUNITY FRAMEWORK ON THE APPLICATION OF PATIENTS'  RIGHTS IN CROSS-
BORDER HEALTHCARE 

Following the public consultation in 2006/07, the discussions of health ministers 
(November 2006, April 2007 and June 2007) and the input from the European 
Parliament (2005 "Bowis Report", Resolution on Community action on the provision of 
cross-border healthcare from March 2007 and "Vergnaud Report" from May 2007) the 
Commission has been developing a proposal for a directive on the application of patients' 
rights in cross-border healthcare and an accompanying communication. The chair 
informed the members of the HLG about the state of play and about the main principles 
on which the proposal will be based. The PowerPoint presentation was after the meeting 
circulated to the members of the group. 
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4. REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS 

Two working groups ('Cross-border healthcare purchasing and provision' and ' European 
reference networks') have met in the morning.. The HLG nevertheless discussed the 
work of all working groups.  

4.1. Cross-border healthcare purchasing and provision (including patient rights) 

Mr John Cachia (Malta), co-chair of the working group, presented the outcome of the 
meeting of the group. The working group developed a work plan for 2008. The HLG 
agreed with this program.  

The working group will therefore work on the following three priorities for 2008: 
 

• Further work on guidelines for cross-border purchasing 

Member States will reply in writing to a few questions about the use of the 
guidelines developed by the working group in 2005 in each Member State; 
whether they have been implemented, whether any good practices with these 
guidelines can be identified and whether, on that basis, it would be desirable to 
update the guidelines. 

• Liability issues 

Each Member State will provide the secretariat with information about a national 
contact point for questions concerning liability issues. The questionnaire 
developed by the working group in 2006 will be updated to focus on liability 
issues and will be circulated again to the working group members. Completed 
questionnaires will be made available for all participants. An appropriate expert, 
who was involved in the cross-border healthcare stocktaking exercise organised 
by the European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies will be invited for 
one of the future meetings to give a presentation on cross-border aspects of 
liability issues.  

• Discharge information 

The working group will discuss different options that could be used to improve 
availability and quality of discharge information, in particular in the cross-border 
healthcare. In the next meeting DG INFSO will be invited to give a presentation 
on ongoing projects related to discharge information. In case these projects do 
not deal with the actual content of discharge information systems, the working 
group will start an exercise to bring clarity in this field. 

In the meantime, members of the working group will submit in writing 
information about the current state of play concerning discharge information in 
their country, both in a national and cross-border context. 

 
Ms Isabel de la Mata (Spain), co-chair of the working group, will leave her current post 
and will therefore no longer be a member of this Working Group. Members of the 
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working group were asked to nominate candidates for a new co-chair before the next 
meeting of the working group. 

4.2. Working group on European reference networks 

Ms Alexandra Fourcade (France), chair of the working group, presented the outcome of 
the meeting of the group. The working group focused their discussion on the state of play 
of the ongoing pilot projects on European reference networks (ERN) for rare diseases 
and on its workplan for 2008. As regards the pilot projects, for the moment five projects 
are supported under the 2006 Call for proposals in the framework of the Public Health 
Programme. Under the 2007 Call for proposals, additional three projects were selected. 
The working group established close cooperation with the pilot projects and this will 
enable the group to use the practical experience gained from these pilot projects in its 
future work. 

As regards the 2008 workplan of the working group, it has identified four priority areas: 

• Follow-up on pilot projects 

The working group developed a questionnaire which will be distributed to the 
project leaders, in order to receive structured responses on the practical 
implementation of the concept of the ERN. The working group will involve in 
this exercise also the new pilot projects supported from the Public Health 
Programme, and also other projects either supported from other Commission 
programmes (for example from the Framework Research Programmes) or 
running independently on the Commission funding.  

• Guidelines for future projects on ERN 

The working group will develop guidelines, including terms of reference, for the 
future projects in this area. 

• Exploring other areas beyond rare diseases that can benefit from ERN 

The working group agreed to focus in the initial experimental stage of its work to 
focus on the area of rare diseases, which provides a good example of benefits 
provided by ERN. Nevertheless, this concept should be extended to areas beyond 
rare diseases and used more generally. The working group should now identify 
other suitable areas beyond rare diseases to apply the concept of ERN there. 

• Financial and legal issues linked to ERN 

Important issue for further development of ERN is there long-term financial 
sustainability. The working group will look in detail in those issues, try to 
identify options for securing financial stability of the networks and also to 
address outstanding legal issues.  

4.3. Working group on Patient Safety 

As the working group did not meet this time, Mr Lee McGill (European Commission, 
DG SANCO) presented the current state of play. In 2007 the working group developed a 
Patient Safety recommendation to the HLG which set out some of the key components of 
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good national patient safety systems and cultures, as well as stressing the need for the 
establishment of an EU network for patient safety. The group developed a project 
proposal to establish an EU network for patient safety over a 30 month period under the 
public health programme. Final negotiations over the details of the project and the start 
date are now taking place. The four main work packages are on reporting and learning 
systems, education and training, patient safety culture and a pilot exercise on medication 
safety.  

In 2008 the Commission plans to launch  a patient safety initiative, to include proposals  
both on general patient safety issues and  on specific healthcare-associated infection 
issues. The working group has been very helpful in commenting on Commission 
documents relating to the development of these proposals. 

The next meeting of the working group is planned for 13 March 2008.  

4.4. Working group on Health Professionals 

The working group did not meet this time. Ms Liz Kidd (former chair of the working 
group, now representing the European Commission) presented the state of play.  

In 2007 this working group met once. It agreed draft guidelines on standards for ethical 
recruitment of healthcare professionals, covering cross-border recruitment within 
Europe, from overseas and from developing countries. The Commission will shortly 
launch a consultation process to feed into for the development of a Green Paper on 
health professionals. The working group will contribute in 2008 to this consultation 
process and the development of the actual proposal. 

The working group has met only rarely over the past months. It should be now re-
launched so that it can efficiently provide input for the 2008 initiative. Member States 
were invited to inform the Secretariat whether they are interested in participating in this 
working group and to nominate their representative with appropriate expertise in this 
field. As Ms Liz Kidd is no longer the chair of the working group, Member States are 
also invited to express their interest in chairing the working. 

4.5. Health impact assessment and health systems 

During the last meeting of this group on 14 September 2006 an agreement was reached 
about the developed policy assessment toolbox. With that achievement the working 
group fulfilled its aim and is no longer meeting. Mr Menno Aarnout (European 
Commission) presented the state of play in this area. 

The tool was transformed into a web application. On 5 and 6 November 2007 this web-
tool was presented to relevant stakeholders at a conference on Health Systems Impact 
Assessment, hosted by the Portuguese Presidency in Lisbon. The tool is now publicly 
available on the Commission website at 
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/high_level/index_en.htm .  

The tool currently contains one policy assessment. The Commission will, together with 
the European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies develop policy assessments 
for other fields of policy. The Observatory is about to finalize the policy assessment in 
the field of policies related to visas, asylum and immigration. This assessment will be 
shared with the network of European experts on HSIA of each Member State for 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/high_level/index_en.htm
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improvement and agreement and will then be published as part of the web-tool. The 
same procedure will be followed for all the other fields of policy. It is the intention of the 
Commission to keep the High Level Group informed about the further development of 
the tool.  

In one of its next meetings, on the basis of discussions with the network, the HLG will 
reflect upon whether the developed tool fulfils its aims. 

4.6. Information and e-Health 

As agreed by the HLG in 2006, the work of this working group has been suspended and 
effectively taken over by the working group of DG INFSO.  

Mr Micheal Palmer (European Commission, DG INFSO) presented the work of DG 
INFSO in the field of eHealth. eHealth is one of the sectors that are part of the Lead 
Market Initiative. In April 2008 DG INFSO will publish recommendation on eHealth 
Interoperability. In the autumn this year it will publish a Communication on 
Telemedicine and Innovative ICT Tools for chronic disease management. It will also 
launch Large Scale Pilots on interoperability of emergency and medication data. DG 
INFSO will also organise and contribute to several conferences on eHealth.  

It was stressed that the HLG working groups should use these ongoing activities in the 
area of e-health in their respective fields when appropriate and that options for closer 
cooperation should be explored.  

5. PLANNING FOR THE MEETINGS IN 2008 

The following dates for the meetings of the High Level Group in 2008 were 
provisionally announced: 

- 14 May 2008; 

- 12 September 2008; 

- 12 November 2008. 

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

6.1. Update on the Open Method of Coordination on healthcare and long-term care.  

Mr. Roland Bladh (European Commission, DG EMPL) presented an update on the recent 
development regarding the Open Method of Coordination in healthcare and long-term 
care and the activities of the indicators subgroup under the social policy committee. A 
draft Guidance Note for the preparation of National Reports on strategies for social 
protection and social inclusion in 2008 is currently being prepared. Those National 
Reports should be submitted by the end of August 2008.  

It was agreed that during a future meeting of the HLG a more detailed presentation will 
be held on the activities in a specific area, for example indicators and data collection.  



 7

6.2. Framework Research Programs 

Mr Kevin McCarthy (European Commission, DG RTD) updated the group on the 
activities taking place under the umbrella of DG RTD. It is about to publish the projects 
which selected for funding under the 7th Framework Program. At a future meeting DG 
RTD will present its work in more detail, both to the HLG and to specific working 
groups. 

-     -     - 
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