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MEETING OF THE HIGH LEVEL GROUP ON HEALTH SERVICES AND MEDICAL CARE 
9 NOVEMBER 2005, BRUSSELS 

Subject: Minutes of the meeting 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 

Participants were welcomed to the meeting of the High Level Group (HLG) by the 
chairman, Mr Madelin. A list of participants is attached. 

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting of 29 September 2005 (HLG/2005/12) were adopted. 

3. FINALISATION OF THE 2005 REPORT OF THE HIGH LEVEL GROUP 

The working groups presented their contributions to the High Level Group 2005 Report 
for consideration by the High Level Group.  Key points made in discussion included: 

- on centres of reference, it was agreed to refer to ‘networks’ of centres of 
reference, although this should not be taken as pre-judging a decision on any 
particular approach on this issue at this stage;  

- on information and e-health, it was agreed to focus initially on the issue of 
establishing a minimum patient data set, before considering the 
establishment of any further structures at EU level on this issue; 

- the secretariat would include a specific reference to the importance of cross-
cutting issues between working groups. 

The outcome of discussions and specific proposals for amendments is reflected in the 
final version of the report (HLG/2005/16).  

The Commission and the Presidency would consider together how best to handle 
discussion of the Report at the Employment, Social Affairs, Consumer Policy and Health 
(EPSCO) Council in December in order to enable as substantive a debate of the High 
Level Group’s recommendations as possible. 



4. REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS 

It was agreed that the activities of the working groups had been covered by the review of 
contributions to the 2005 report of the High Level Group. 

5. ORIENTATIONS FOR THE WORK IN 2006 

The secretariat circulated a document with the dates of High Level Group meetings in 
2006 (on 22 March, 7 June, 14 September and 9 November).  The working groups will 
have an additional opportunity to meet in early February. The secretariat proposed to 
spread working group meetings across two sessions, with three groups meeting on the 
evening before the High Level Group meets, and three working groups meeting on the 
morning of the High Level Group itself. As there were supporters and opponents for this 
suggestion, the secretariat will review the preferences of members after the meeting to 
find the most efficient solution. 

6. UPDATE ON THE OPEN METHOD OF COORDINATION IN HEALTHCARE AND LONGTERM 
CARE 

Mr Bladh of the Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities Directorate-
General (DG EMPL) gave a short update on the progress on the communication on a 
new framework for the open coordination of social protection and inclusion policies in 
the European Union. This document has also been discussed in the Social Protection 
Committee in October. Member States were invited to send any suggestions for changes 
in this communication by email to Mr Crowley at DG EMPL 
(denis.crowley@cec.eu.int). 

-     -     - 
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