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1. Environ-
ment and 
health 

Develop and pilot a 
service that will 
enable the 
Commission to 
provide systematic 
policy advice on 
environment and 
health to European 
countries.  

The health effects of environmental 
risk factors give rise to public 
concerns which European institutions 
need to face. These can involve 
complex issues of social concern and 
interests, risk perception and risk 
communication. The EC needs to deal 
with them in a consistent and timely 
manner.  

This project is intended to support the 
Commission in providing policy advice 
to countries on environment and health 
issues. It includes the development of 
criteria and procedures which will be 
piloted through four case studies:on 
electro-magnetic fields, climate change, 
nanotechnologies and urban planning. 
The project will elaborate guiding 
principles and schemes the EC can use 
to manage cases of high and complex 
concern. 
 

October 
2007,  
2 years 
 
839 182 € 

G. Gallo  
DG SANCO 
giulio.gallo@ec.euro
pa.eu  
 
 
R. Bertollini,   
WHO/Europe 
rbe@ecr.euro.who.int 
 
 

2. Injuries 
prevention 

Support the EU and 
its Member States 
in implementing 
recent policies 
developed by EU 
Council and the 
WHO Regional 
Committee for 
Europe.  
  

Injuries are a leading cause of death 
in Europe, particularly in people 
under 45 years of age. Two recently 
adopted policy documents recognize 
the need to respond to this challenge – 
the EU Council recommendation on 
the prevention of injury and the 
promotion of safety and the WHO 
resolution on prevention of injuries in 
the WHO European Region. These 
documents call for action. It would be 
beneficial for countries if the two 
recommendations could be 
implemented in a unified manner. 

Under this project, national health 
systems and injury experts will be given 
the resources and tools to develop and 
implement national action plans and 
policies, as well as monitor their 
relevance to the two key documents. 
The experience of countries in 
developing such action plans will be 
disseminated and shared. Countries will 
be supported to increase their own 
capacities to work on the 
implementation, surveillance and 
advocacy of the action plans, with a 
special focus on the use of evidence.   
 
 
 
 

January 
2007, 
3 years 
 
500 117 € 

H. Kloppenburg, 
DG SANCO 
horst.kloppenburg@e
c.europa.eu  
 
 
R. Bertollini, 
WHO/Europe 
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3. Equity in 
health 

Assess inequalities 
in the performance 
of health systems; 
share information 
about the social 
determinants of 
these inequalities 
(in EU, EFTA and 
EEA countries, in 
the broader context 
of the WHO 
European Region) 

Much is known about health status 
and lifestyle risk factors for diseases 
and mortality; however, data and 
evidence collection does not yet cover 
health systems performance as a 
factor in health inequalities. 
Throughout Europe, health systems 
are in a constant process of change; 
new health policies are elaborated and 
adopted, which directly impact 
quality, patient choice, access, 
fairness of financing, resource 
distribution and other aspects of the 
health system performance. It is 
important that policy makers know 
better how these policies and their 
outcomes affect and/or cause health 
inequalities.  
 

The project will improve the availability 
of and access to evidence on the 
disparities in health systems 
performance. Additional information 
will be provided, so that policies can be 
more equity-oriented. Policy-makers 
will be enabled to evaluate the equity 
impact of various policies within and 
outside health systems. The project will 
compile examples of how good 
practices and policies that tackle the 
wider social determinants can reduce 
inequalities in health that are caused by 
the health system. Tools and 
mechanisms developed through the 
project will improve the skills and 
capacities of countries to address such 
issues.  

January 
2007, 
3 years 
 
750 000 € 

C.Price,  
DG SANCO 
charles.price@ec.eur
opa.eu  
 
G. Schmets, 
WHO/Europe 
ges@euro.who.int 
 
 
 

4. Health 
security 

Support health 
security and 
preparedness 
planning in EU 
neighbours – 
(selected countries 
covered by the EU 
European 
Neighbourhood 
Policy - ENP) 

Health is a major concern in all crises, 
disasters and emergency situations 
that pose risks to communities. 
Enhancing health security in Europe 
requires understanding of each 
country’s national context. 
Knowledge about preparedness 
capacity is well-developed within the 
EU, but scarce and limited in the 
countries that border the EU. One 
area where major gaps in data and 
evidence need to be filled is the 
overall preparedness of ENP 
countries for public health 
emergencies.  
 
 
 

WHO as the lead agency for 
international health crisis response is 
committed to bringing best practice to 
non-EU countries. This project will 
enhance the ability of selected ENP 
countries to respond to health threats 
and emergencies of international 
concern. A standardized tool will be 
developed to assess priority risks, the 
status of preparedness plans and their 
interoperability across countries. 
Critical gaps in health threats response 
will be identified and priority 
interventions will be recommended.  

March 
2007, 
1 year 
 
500 198 € 

P. Guglielmetti, 
DG SANCO 
paolo.guglielmetti@e
c.europa.eu  
 
 
G. Magnusson 
gma@euro.who.int 
G. Schmets,  
R. Bertollini 
WHO/Europe 
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5. Health 
services 

Assess options for 
EU action on health 
services: no action 
at EU level, 
legislative action or 
non-regulatory 
action  

The Commission is currently 
developing policy on EU health 
services with a view to resolving legal 
uncertainties regarding the provision 
of cross-border health care in the EU. 
In relation to this, the European 
Observatory on Health Systems and 
Policies has been asked to assess the 
options for EU action. 

The whole range of cross-border health 
care issues will be mapped out and 
practices under various health systems 
described. All possible policy options 
will be looked at and their impacts and 
feasibility assessedin line with EU 
impact assessment procedures. Potential 
costs of EU proposals will also be 
estimated.  

December 
2006, 
6 months 
 
400 000 € 

M. Aarnout, 
DG SANCO 
menno.aarnout@ec.e
uropa.eu  
 
J. Figueras  
jfi@obs.euro.who.int 
G. Schmets 
WHO/Europe 
 

6. Alcohol- 
related 
harm 

Coordinate 
implementation of 
measures under the 
WHO/Europe's 
framework for 
alcohol policy and 
the Commission  
Communication on 
an EU strategy to 
reduce alcohol-
related harm 

The European region has the highest 
alcohol consumption in the world. 
Alcohol is the third biggest health risk 
factor, and the biggest one among 
young people. Both the Commission 
and WHO/Europe have recently 
stepped up efforts to combat alcohol-
related harm, and it would be useful 
for countries if their parallel 
initiatives could be implemented in a 
cooperative, complementary and 
coherent manner. 
 

This project aims to boost those actions 
where the work of the two partners 
complement each other and add value. 
The European Alcohol Information 
System will be updated and expanded to 
ensure compatibility between databases. 
Tools will be developed to determine 
the social and economic cost of alcohol. 
Based on evidence, guidelines will be 
developed for countries to use when 
making national plans on alcohol. 
 

January 
2007, 
2 years 
 
666 000 € 

M. Renstrom, 
DG SANCO 
maria.renstrom-
tornblom@ec.europa.
eu  
 
 
G. Magnusson, 
WHO/Europe 
 

7. Emer-
gency 
medical 
services 

Assess the 
preparedness of 
emergency medical 
services in EU 
Member States, in 
the framework of 
existing national 
structures for crisis 
management  

Newly emerging diseases and health 
threats oblige countries to analyze the 
capacity of their emergency services 
to respond in crises situations. This is 
also a cross-border challenge. 

This project focuses on the collection of 
standardized, internationally 
comparable data – on cases, resources, 
structures and systems for emergency 
medical services to manage health 
threats.  These services' existing 
capacities will be mapped and 
information on crisis management 
mechanisms collected. A new web-
based tool will facilitate communication 
between countries and stakeholders.  

March 
2007, 
1 year 
 
563 113 € 

P. Guglielmetti, 
DG SANCO 
paolo.guglielmetti@e
c.europa.eu  
 
G Schmets,  
E. Davoli  
eda@es.euro.who.int 
G. Rockenschaub 
gro@euro.who.int 
WHO/Europe 

 

mailto:menno.aarnout@ec.europa.eu
mailto:menno.aarnout@ec.europa.eu
mailto:jfi@obs.euro.who.int
mailto:maria.renstrom-tornblom@ec.europa.eu
mailto:maria.renstrom-tornblom@ec.europa.eu
mailto:maria.renstrom-tornblom@ec.europa.eu
mailto:paolo.guglielmetti@ec.europa.eu
mailto:paolo.guglielmetti@ec.europa.eu
mailto:eda@es.euro.who.int
mailto:gro@euro.who.int

