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Brussels, 2 February 2005 
Mr John Ryan 
Head of Unit - C2 – Health Information 
Health & Consumer Protection Directorate-General 
Directorate C – Public Health and Risk Assessment 
European Commission 
Rue Alcide de Gasperi 
L 2920 Luxembourg 
 
 
Dear Mr Ryan, 
 
On behalf of The Brewers of Europe I would like to thank you for having provided our organisation with 
the opportunity to discuss a number of key questions in the context of the report entitled “Reporting 
and analysis of public health issues: health, social and economic impact of alcohol”. 
 
Please find attached our written comments on each of the twelve discussion points that were on the 
agenda for our meeting on 20 January in Luxembourg. May I also take this opportunity to congratulate 
you on the fair and constructive manner in which you conducted the meeting. 
 
Analysing the consequences of the inappropriate consumption of our products is per se a very 
complex exercise. I strongly believe that the constructive exchange of views with the European 
Commission and stakeholders on these issues is extremely useful in order to better understand the 
problems and explore sensible ways of confronting these problems. 
 
However, whilst obviously hopeful of achieving a balanced perspective in the final report, my 
organisation remains uncomfortable with the choice of Contractor, which is why we reiterated our 
concerns at the meeting. 
 
I also wish to draw your attention to the suggestions I made at the very end of the meeting in relation 
to point 5 on the agenda, “Stakeholders’ consultation process”.  From the point of view of The Brewers 
of Europe, it is suggested that future Stakeholder consultations in the context of the overall strategy to 
reduce alcohol-related harm should be revisited along the following lines:- 
 

- 

- 
- 

Selecting a specific theme per meeting, to allow for informed and constructive 
discussions; 
Informing participants well in advance, to allow for quality preparations; 
Distributing background material and supporting information produced by the different 
parties, again well in advance of the meetings. 

 
These suggestions, I believe, would help to structure the dialogue and to place all Stakeholders on an 
equal footing. In this context, The Brewers of Europe notes with interest the Recommendation that the 
WHO Executive Board made on 22 January 2005 to the 58th World Health Assembly in May in regard 
to the involvement of all stakeholders. 
 
The Brewers of Europe looks forward to pursuing the dialogue. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Piero Perron 
President 
 
C.c. Messrs Robert Madelin, Fernand Sauer, Matti Rajala, Erdem Erginel, Kari Paaso and Antonio Doronzo 
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http://www.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB115/B115_R5-en.pdf


This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumer Protection DG and represents the views of its author on the 
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of 
the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data 
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 


