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The first part of the meeting was chaired by Mr. Bernardo Delogu, Head of the Risk 
Assessment Unit of the Health and Consumers Directorate General of the European 
Commission. After the election of Prof. Ian Gilmore (Royal College of Physicians, 
London) as Chair of the Science Group, i. e. starting with section 6 in this summary 
report, the meeting was chaired by Prof. Gilmore.  
 

1. Welcome 
 The Chair welcomed all scientists (cf. List in Annex 1), stressing the 

importance of the Science Group's role within the process of the 
European Alcohol and Health Forum.   

 Hard copies of the e-mailed draft Rules of Procedure for the Science 
Group, and the Task Request for the of the European Alcohol and Health 
Forum regarding scientific advice on "The impact of marketing 
communication on the volume and patterns of consumption of alcoholic 
beverages, especially by young people" were distributed to participants. 

 The agenda was approved without modifications. 

 
2. Short presentations of Science group members 

 All members of the Science Group introduced themselves and gave a 
brief summary of their activity, professional expertise and main areas of 
research. 

 
3. General backgrounds of EU alcohol policy and the Forum, and 

the background/rationale and selection of the science group  
(composition/selection, tasks, general mandate) 

 Following an introduction by the Chair, the Commission services 
presented the general background of EU alcohol policy and the European 
Alcohol and Health Forum. The rationale for the Science Group was also 
explained, and the selection procedure was summarised. 
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4. Working methods – Rules of procedure 
 The Chair gave a general overview of Rules of Procedure drafted by 

Commission services, before asking the members of the Science Group 
to comment on each of the 19 articles of the rules. 

 Following a thorough discussion, the Rules of Procedure were adopted 
with the following changes/clarifications: 

a) Voting rules (art. 1.1): "meetings are considered valid when 
the majority of members are present" to be replaced by 
"meetings are considered valid when the absolute majority of 
members are present"; 

b) Voting rules (new art. 1.2): The paragraph "The Science 
Group shall adopt its positions and its scientific opinions by 
majority vote of the members present" is to be preceded by a 
paragraph saying " The Science Group shall aim at reaching 
consensus ";  

c) Voting rules (new art. 1.3): The paragraph "The Science 
Group shall adopt its positions and its scientific opinions by 
majority vote of the members present" is to be replaced by 
"When a vote is required, the Science Group shall adopt its 
positions and its scientific opinions by majority vote of the 
members present "; 

d) Election of the Chair (art. 2.5.d):  "The candidate who obtains 
the majority of the votes cast shall be elected" is to be replaced 
by "The candidate who obtains the absolute majority of the 
votes cast shall be elected"; 

e) Election of the Chair (art. 2.5.f):  "Where there is or remains 
a single candidate, that candidate shall be elected provided that 
he/she receives the majority of votes cast" is to be replaced by 
"Where there is or remains a single candidate, that candidate 
shall be elected provided that he/she receives the absolute 
majority of votes cast "; 

f) Confidentiality (art. 4): The Commission services clarified 
that the Science Group is free to decide if it wishes to adopt a 
position on the basis of confidential information. 

g) Transparency (art. 5.3): among the documents of the Science 
Group to be published on the Public Health section of the DG 
SANCO website, "The names of the members of the Science 
Group" is to be replaced by " The names and institutional 
affiliation of the members of the Science Group ";  

h) Working groups (art. 8.2): The article "No more than one 
Working Group shall be operational at the same time" is to be 
deleted; 

i) Notice of meetings, agenda, deadlines (art. 11.2): "As a 
general rule, the Secretariat will confirm meetings of the 
Science Group and Working Groups ten working days before 
the date of the meeting and shall give notification of 
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cancellation not less than two working days before the date of 
the meeting" is to be replaced by "As a general rule, the 
Secretariat will confirm meetings of the Science Group and 
Working Groups at the latest ten working days before the date 
of the meeting…". 

j) Notice of meetings, agenda, deadlines (art. 11.3): "Meetings 
of the Science Group or Working Groups may be called at short 
notice according to the urgency of the matters". It was agreed 
that short notice should be interpreted as one month; 

     

5. Election of the Chair of the Science Group 
 The Chair explained the voting procedure, as specified in the Rules of 

Procedure, to the Science Group. 

 The Commission services informed the participants of the proposals 
received for the Chair of the science Group before the meeting, and 
asked participants if they wished to propose further candidates; the Chair 
also asked if the proposed Chairs were willing to stand for the vote. 

 Prof. I. Gilmore and Dr. J. Moskalewicz stood as candidates. 

 The results of the vote were as follows: 9 votes for Prof. I. Gilmore, 5 
votes for Dr. J. Moskalewicz, 2 blank votes, 2 abstentions. 

 B. Delogu announced that Prof. Ian Gilmore was elected as Chair of the 
Science Group and invited him to chair the remaining part of the 
meeting.   

  
6. Short presentation by and attendance of Robert Madelin, 

Director General for Health and Consumers 
 R. Madelin welcomed all participants, and thanked the members of the 

Science Group for their willingness to devote time and efforts to their 
tasks. He reminded the Group of the role of the European Alcohol and 
Health Forum in the implementation of the EU Alcohol Strategy, and 
underlined the importance of the Science Group's strong involvement in 
the process.  

 R. Madelin acknowledged that alcohol is an often controversial area of 
policy debate, where consensus cannot be expected at all times, and 
voiced the expectation that the Science Group will be able to narrow 
down the range of public health debate on what matters when it comes to 
reducing alcohol-related harm. 

 R. Madelin clarified that he would seek agreement from the Forum for 
the members of the Science Group to attend a plenary meeting of the 
Forum as observers, in order to better understand how the Forum works; 
alternatively, a joint session could be envisaged 
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7. Communication aspects 
 The Chair thanked his colleagues for the mandate received. 

 In line with Art. 6 of the Rules of Procedure (Replacement of the Chair), 
the Chair suggested that Dr. J. Moskalewicz would replace him when he 
is not in a position to fulfill his function. This proposal was approved by 
the members of the Science Group, and accepted by Dr. J. Moskalewicz. 

 The Commission services presented the general working methods of 
scientific committees advising the Commission.. 

 The Commission services informed the participants on the feasibility of 
opening a restricted CIRCA group within the Commission services, in 
order to be able to share documents in a protected environment. 

 The Chair informed participants that the Rapporteur and the secretariat 
will organize the circulation of specific documents. 

 The Commission services clarified that within the Science Group, small 
working groups can travel for meetings, if necessary, and obtain their 
cost being reimbursed by Commission services. 

 The Commission services also pointed out that video conferencing is 
possible if the facilities do exist in the institutions where Science Group's 
members work. 

 The Chair invited the members of the Science Group to make available 
their cv's and photographs on the restricted site that will be created on the 
European Commission's infrastructure.   

 
8. Request to the Science Group for scientific advice on: The 

impact of marketing communication on the volume (and 
patterns) of consumption of alcoholic beverages, especially by 
young people 

 The Commission services outlined the rationale of this Task Request 
from the Forum. 

 As far as the terms of reference are concerned, it was clarified that the 
analysis of the Science Group should be limited to determining the 
relationship referred to in the Task Request, and should not include 
advice on policy options. 

 The Commission services clarified that is common practice for a 
scientific committee to "frame" a mandate and to present the reply in a 
broader way. 

 The Commission services also pointed out that the Science Group, or one 
of its Working Groups, may organise hearings of experts on the issues 
underlying a Task Request. 

 The Commission services clarified that they are not in a position to carry 
out scientific literature searches for the Science Group. 

 The Chair suggested establishing a Working Group on the topic of the 
Task Request. This Working Group would include a number of members 
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of the Group together with external experts, and could organise a hearing 
in order to launch its work. 

 
9. Conclusion and way forward 

 The Commission services asked volunteers form the Science Group for 
the above mentioned Working Group to make themselves known to the 
secretariat, who would transmit their names to the Chair.. 

 It was agreed to have all technicalities for the Working Group clarified 
before the summer holidays. 

 The Science Group agreed to have their next meeting before the 3rd 
Forum Plenary, scheduled for November 13.  

 
10. Any other business 

 No other business. 
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Annex 1 – List of participants  
 

Name SURNAME INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION 

Prof. Roumen BALANSKY 
Cпециализирана болница за активно лечение по онкология еад 

(National Centre of Oncology, Sofia) 

Dr. Alberto BERTELLI 
Università degli Studi di Milano – Dipartimento di Morfologia Umana 

(University of Milan – Department of Human Morphology) 

Prof. Patrice COUZIGOU Université Victor Segalen Bordeaux 2 

Prof. Ludovic DROUET 
Groupe hospitalier LARIBOISIERE - FERNAND-WIDAL, Groupement 
hospitalier universitaire Nord, Paris 

Prof. Irmgard EISENBACH-STANGL European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research, Vienna 

Prof. Bohumil FIŠER 
Masarykova Universita, Brno 

(Masaryk University) 

Prof. Ian GILMORE Royal College of Physicians, London 

Prof. Morten GRØNBÆK 
Statens Institut for Folkesundhed, Syddansk Universitet, København 

(University of Southern Denmark – National Institute of Public Health) 

Prof. Eileen Frances Sheridan KANER Newcastle University -  Institute of Health and Society 

Prof. Ulrich KEIL 

Universitaetsklinikum Muenster - Institut für epidemiologie und 
Sozialmedizin 

(University of Münster - Institute of Epidemiology and Social Medicine)  

Prof. Michael KLEIN 

Kompetenzplattform Suchtforschung an der Katholischen Fachhochschule 
Nordrhein-Westfalen (KFH NW) 

(Centre of Excellence on Applied Addictions Research at the Catholic 

University of Applied Sciences North Rhine-Westphalia) 

Dr. Katrin LANG 
Tartu Ülikooli tervishoiu instituut  

(Tartu University - Department of Public Health) 

Dr. Marjana MARTINIC International Center for Alcohol Policies (ICAP), Washington DC 

Dr. Jacek MOSKALEWICZ Institute of Psychiatry & Neurology, Warsaw 

Dr. Alojz NOCIAR 
Výskumný ústav detskej psychológie a patopsychológie, Bratislava 

(Research Institute of Child Psychology and Pathopsychology) 

Dr. Dusan NOLIMAL 
Inštitut za varovanje zdravja, Ljubljana 

(National Institute of Public Health) 
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Name SURNAME INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATION 

Dr. Alicia RODRÍGUEZ-MARTOS 
Agència de Salut Pública, Barcelona 

(Public Health Agency of Barcelona) 

Prof. Anders ROMELSJÖ 

Centrum för socialvetenskaplig alkohol- och drogforskning (SoRAD), 
Stockholm 

(Stockholm university – Center for Social Research on Alcohol and 

Drugs) 

Karolinska Institutet, Institutionen för folkhälsovetenskap, Stockholm) 

(Karolinska Institutet – Department of Public Health Sciences) 
  

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION SURNAME  FIRST NAME 

DG AGRI  C3 MOLITERNO Ersilia 

DG SANCO C4 HÜBEL Michael 

DG SANCO C4 KAMPHAUSEN Wilfried 

DG SANCO C4 VETTORAZZI Stefano 

DG SANCO C5 OBIERZYNSKA Danuta 

DG SANCO C7 DELOGU Bernardo 

 

 

 


