
Mandate for  the Working Group on  
Limitation of  exposure of general public to electromagnetic fields  

(Council Recommendation 1999/519/EC) 
 
 
Background 
 
The European Council adopted on 12 July in 1999 a Recommendation on the limitation 
of exposure of the general public to electromagnetic fields setting basic restrictions and 
reference levels as a basis for the Member States' measures. The recommendation also 
requests the Commission to monitor the relevant policy and scientific developments 
including the situation and measures in the Member States. In 2002, the European 
Commission compiled a first implementation report. It reviewed the implementation of 
the legislative framework in the Member States highlighting differences in the measures 
taken.  
 
Mandate of the Working Group 
 
The Commission intends to update and complete the first report on the implementation of 
the Council Recommendation. It wishes in particular to review with the Member States 
the results achieved, the monitoring and enforcement practices, the research activities as 
well as the main policy and communication issues in this area, taking into account the 
scientific developments. To this end, for this working group of government experts the 
following mandate for 2007-2008 is proposed: 
 

1. To monitor and review progress made with the implementation of Council 
Recommendation (1999/519/EC) and to assess the results achieved, the measures 
taken and instruments used, the  monitoring and enforcement practices applied 
and their effectiveness with regard to the guidelines of International Commission 
on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP) and other relevant international 
standards;   

 
2. To collect, review, compare and discuss information from the Member States on 

the aspects mentioned above in order to identify issues of common interest, 
possible areas for co-operation, best practices or needs for improvement. 

 
3. In particular, to identify,  examine and discuss specific policy issues in light of the 

experience of the Member States; 
 

4. To keep under review the adequacy of the Recommendation in light of scientific 
developments. 

 
5. To assist the Commission in preparing the 2nd implementation report of the 

Recommendation to the Council. 
 



Members of the Working Group  
 
The Working Group is composed of the governmental experts designated by the Member 
States. It is chaired by the Commission.  Other experts from industry and other 
stakeholder organizations as well as scientists from the Commission Scientific 
Committees or other scientific and technical bodies may be invited for specific points at 
the initiative of the Chair. 
 
Documentation  
 
All the documents for the meetings of the working group will be allocated in a specific 
CIRCA site to which members will have a password protected access. Documents will 
not be made available in the meeting room of the Working Group.  
 


