FURTHER INFORMATION

Health EU Portal — the official public health portal of the European Union
http://health.europa.eu

DG SANCO pages about health security and preparedness
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/preparedness/preparedness_en.htm

Projects funded by the EU to enhance the capability of responding rapidly
and in a coordinated fashion to health threats
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_threats/com/projects_threats_en.htm

MedISys — public version
http://medusa.jrc.it/

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
http://www.ecdc.eu.int/
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION

- Efficient tools

for an EU-wide coordinated response
to any public health emergency

To address quickly and effectively a public health emergency that is likely to affect several EU countries, authorities must work together.

The European Commission has developed a number of tools to ensure a coordinated response across Member States.

-+ SURVEILLANCE AND DETECTION OF SIGNALS

e  MaedlISys is an online tool which collects articles, classifies them and detects breaking news.

-+ EARLY WARNING AND RAPID ALERT

Systems are in place to exchange information, to receive and send alerts, and to trigger and coordinate responses:
e EWRS for communicable diseases
e  RAS-BICHAT for events related to the deliberate release of chemical, biological and radio-nuclear agents

o RAS-CHEM for incidents including chemical events (expected autumn 2008)

-3 SITUATION AWARENESS

e  HEDIS provides Member States with an overview of the situation on identified health threats and includes various tools, such as
communication tools (including a forum and a messaging service) and tools enabling the evaluation of real or hypothetical situa-

tions (such as mathematical models).

-3 INTERNAL COORDINATION

e The Health and Consumer Protection Directorate-General (SANCO) has set up a crisis intranet.
This is designed to provide updated information to its own senior management in order to facilitate decision-making during
emergencies.

e  SANCO’s entire emergency management structure is linked to the European Commission’s crisis network, called

ARGUS, whose main function is enabling coordination between different services.

-+ VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT

®  MATRIX s an online tool which allows Member States to assess their vulnerability against specific biological and chemical agents

based on replies to predefined questions, and facilitates their evaluation of level of risk.

- COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT

® The Health Emergency Operations Facility is equipped with communication tools including an audio-conferencing

system (up to 100 participants), a video conference (up to 32 contact points), and satellite phones.
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* @ DengueFever

* CM: High fever put me in hospital
thestar Monday, Dacembar 11, 2006 1:09:00 AM CET I
} Meeting reporters a day after he was discharged from the Putra

Specialist Hospital, Chief Minister Datuk Seri Mohd Al Rustam told
thern: *I missed all of vou.”...

» FEATURE-After taming malaria, Singapore fights

dengue

¥ slartnet Monday, Daecember 1¥, 2006 12:26:00 AM CET 1
5 Source: Reuters (17 minutes ago)...
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Public health professionals' perceptions toward
provision of health protection in England: a survey
of expectations of Primary Care Trusts and Health
bisrnedcantral Thursday, December 7, 2006 3:22:00 P CET I
Background: Effective health protection requires systematised
responses with clear accountabilities. In England, Primary Care
Trusts and the Health Protection Agency both have statutory
respaonsibilities for health protection. & Memorandurm of
Understanding identifies responsibilities of both partie. ..

MNew vaccinations may be needed in Miss. {AP)
yahoohealth Friday, Decernber I, 2006 13:22:00 PM CET I
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Mewton area may need new vaccinations because the drugs used initially may have been stored at too cold a temperature and the

effectiveness weakened....

@ Shigellosis

Flooding emergency in the Horn of Africa: Major health risks

reliafWeb Friday, December &, 2006 £:05:00 PM CET I
3 DECEMBER 2Z006/MNAIRCBI/GEMEWA - The world Health Organization {(WHO) continues to be deeply concerned by the health situa
of people living in the flood affected areas in the Horn of Africa. Since COctober, unusually heavy rains have caused major flooding

Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia....
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Avian Influenza Portal

Tuesday, December 12, 2006
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Click the above image and press (Z) to zoom, (A) to un-zoom; pass the mouse
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Indonesia situation News
= MEWS BRIEFS (Meat News)

§ days 01 hours 03 min ago

Mews from United
Kingdom, Hong Kong,
Cgech Republic, Braszil,
Finland, Thailand, EU,
Indonesia, United States,
Chile, Japan, Poland,
France, Hungary,
Argentina, Germany,
Australia, Bulgaria,
Lebanon, Finland, Canada
and South Korea.
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Asia Wews INDONESIA -
AZERBAIGIAN Indonesia:
provate mutazioni nel
wirus dell'influenza aviaria
indonesia azer baigian

influenza aviaria virus

T

hcni epidemia pandemia
contagio uccelli selvatici
pollame economia morti E'
successo nel contagio da
UOMAO & U0 in una
famiglia di Bumatra.
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AZERBAIGIAN Indonesia:

provate mutazioni nel
wirus dell'influenza aviaria
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MATRIX

Have h cases been di

Is it likely that the disease or agent is present outside a defined area

Have similar events been detected,/reported in another country/ies?

Are containment procedures likely to be inadequate?

Have humans been exposed in a way that makes disease possible

Are persons still being exposed to the agent?

Could or has the disease spread internationally?

Did the event take place in a densely populated area?

Calculate!

Classification of events

Has a biological/chemical agent that can cause human disease been identified?
Is the event caused by a disease/agent on a EU-high threat {or CDC A or B} list 2
Does the disease or agent have a potential for human-human transmission

Is the event caused by an unidentifiable agent or by an agent with markedly changed characteristics

Are their indication that the agent is aerosolized and has been spread over a large area?

How has the relation of the event to an intentional release of biological agent been classified?

Are there factors that should alert us to the potential for renewed releases?

Has or could the event attract a high degree of international media attention?

Are additional external resources needed for an optimal management of the event?

Has the number of cases increased by more than 50% since full countermeasures where initiated?

Has the agent been found in a food product or any other goods that has been exported to other countries?
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