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Realising the plan for “Coordinated and Integrated Approach to Combat 
HIV/AIDS within the EU and in its Neighbourhood", concerning the task related 
to: "review the existing HIV/AIDS surveillance and a need to develop it towards 
more comprehensive surveillance, including data on behaviour and social 
issues", on 24 November a consultative meeting took place in Luxembourg.  
 
10 external experts representing WHO-Euro, UNAIDS, EUROSTAT, 
EMCDDA, EU networks like EuroHIV, EuroTB, ESSTI, 3 national experts and 
SANCO officials attended the meeting.  
 
The goal of the consultation was to review the main existing HIV/AIDS related 
surveillance systems in Europe, to identify the gaps and to propose the actions 
for relevant improvement and development with special reference to behaviour 
and social issues. The additional goal was to consider the desirability and added 
value of binding Community measures on national HIV/AIDS surveillance 
methods and reporting.   
 
The meeting was opened by Matti Rajala, who welcomed the guests, explained 
the general view on the realisation of the new EU approach to combat 
HIV/AIDS. The information on the available sources of funds has been 
provided, which are Public Health Programme, The Seventh Framework 
Programme on Research and Structural Funds from the Regional Programme.  
The EU and Commission’s political and organisational actions in the field have 
been presented.     
 
Representatives of the particular institutions and networks presented their 
surveillance systems with some proposals of development for further discussion. 



There were presentations from: Euro HIV, EuroTB, EMCDDA, EUROSTAT, 
WHO, UNAIDS, ESSTI. 
 
The list of 18 actions has been inventoried and some of them have been 
discussed. 
 
The group agreed that a broad approach to HIV/AIDS surveillance, following 
principles of the second generation surveillance as developed by 
UNAIDS/WHO, is desirable, and that further work on definition and 
implementation is needed specifically for the EU region. Elements of second 
generation surveillance have been already implemented in some Member States 
but data quality and availability can still be much improved. Because of the lack 
of comprehensive information in this matter the inventory of the existing 
databases should be done. In the group’s opinion EU should set and implement 
the minimum requirements for HIV surveillance, including behavioural and 
socio-economical data. The choice of the data will be the matter of further 
analysis and agreement. 
 
HIV surveillance should be implemented in an integrated manner with 
surveillance for TB (an AIDS indicator disease) and for STI (an indicator of 
sexual risk for HIV) and it was proposed to include hepatitis C surveillance as 
an indicator for injecting risk. The value of HIV prevalence data from sentinel 
surveillance was recognised, although the issue of funding for these studies was 
not resolved. Compilation of HIV prevalence data in specific risk groups and 
regular dissemination should be further developed and supported. The linkage, 
consolidation of the systems and integrated analysis should be done at the 
national level and it was proposed to strengthen this process by bringing 
together the relevant experts and institutions into a national expert group or 
national coordination structure.  
 
The way how to cover the gaps in the current EuroHIV data basis related to the 
missing data from some Member States has been discussed. More accurate 
presentation of the epidemics can be achieved with particular benefits for 
planning process, if the existing HIV/AIDS reporting system, currently based on 
national data, would be able to provide regional breakdowns.  
 
 
Recognising the value of HIV/AIDS estimates as regularly published by  
UNAIDS/WHO, the participants discussed the need for further work to improve 
estimates in the European region, expecting the Commission to support the 
action. 
Among other actions following have been proposed: 
 



The European Core Health Interview Survey and the European Special Health 
Interview Survey could be used to collect behavioural and socio-economic data. 
In particular, data on HIV/AIDS knowledge and on sexual behaviour could be 
collected in this survey.  
 
Development of process indicators like number of tested persons, availability of 
tests, access to treatment, outcome of treatment, coverage of prevention such as 
‘needles provided to IDUs’, outcome of the prevention actions. 
 
Development of EU best practice for HIV testing (among pregnant women, 
prison released persons, TB patients, STI patients, agreed way of proceeding- 
opt out / opt in, etc). 
 
Detecting recent infections with new test methods. 
 
The following socio-behavioural data were listed during the meeting for further 
consideration in the near future: 
- socio-economical situation (yearly income) 
- educational level 
- monitoring high risk injecting practices among IDU: 

shared needles, syringes or other injecting equipment (ever, past month, 
last time) 

- monitoring high risk sexual practices among populations of high risk of HIV 
infection, like: IDU, men who have sex with men, sex workers, migrants, 
prisoners. 
 
Other problems tackled during the discussion: 
The participants suggested reviewing existing databases in the Member States. 
The Commission should prepare the inventory of realised HIV/AIDS related 
surveillance. 
The coordination on different levels of surveillance management should be 
improved.  
Strengthening the capacity within the Commission and in the Member States is 
one of the conditions for the improvement of the surveillance systems. ECDC is 
also expected to play a role in capacity building and networking. 
 
The participants agreed to further proceed with the work through e-mail. The 
next meeting is foreseen in the beginning of next year.  
 
 
END 
 
 



Next steps:  
 
Short report to ESCON ( 07.12.2004) and Think Tank  meeting (19.01.2005) 
with possible presentation of the list of proposals. 
 
Collection of opinions on the proposed actions and work continuation by e-
mail.  
 
Second Consultative meeting in January/February 2005. 
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12:30  lunch break 
 
 
14:15  Discussion 
 
16:30  Conclusions and further steps       
             
17:00  End 
 
 
 



HIV/AIDS SURVEILLANCE EXPERTS MEETING 
 

EU COORDINATED AND INTEGRATED APPROACH TO COMBAT HIV/AIDS 
 
 
 

JEAN MONNET Building, Luxembourg 
Room: JMO C5/134 

 
 
 
 

24 November 2004 
 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
 
 

To be circulated and signed by ALL participants in the meeting 
 

Please also make sure that your contact details are correct 
 

Thank you for your assistance 
 

To be returned to the secretary: Esther Souville 

1 



 
Details of participant Details of participant  Details of participant

FINLAND 
Prof. Pauli LEINIKKI - EXCUSED 
Kansanterveyslaitos 
Mannerheimintie 166 
FIN-00300 Helsinki 
Tel: +358/9 4744 8403 
Fax: +358/9 4744 8468 
E-mail: pauli.leinikki@ktl.fi 

SLOVENIA 
Dr Irena KLAVS 
Head of the AIDS and STI Unit 
Institute of Public Health 
Trubarjeva 2  
SI - 1000 Ljubljana 
Tel. +386 1 244 14 77 
Fax: +386 1 244 14 71 
Email: irena.klavs@ivz-rs.si 

WHO 
Dr Thierry MERTENS - EXCUSED 
Director of strategic planning and innovation, 
Global Fund for HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria 
Email: mertenst@who.int 

GERMANY 
Dr Osamah HAMOUDA 
Deputy Head of the Department of Infectious 
Diseases and Epidemiology 
Head of the HIV/AIDS and STI Unit 
Robert Koch Institute 
SeeStrasse 10  
D - 13353 Berlin 
Tel.: +49 18 88 754 34 20 
Fax: +49 18 88 754 35 33 
Email: hamoudao@rki.de 

SWITZERLAND 
Dr Françoise DUBOIS-ARBER - EXCUSED 
Head 
Unit for the Evaluation of Prevention Programmes 
Institut Universitaire de Médecine Sociale et 
Préventive  
Bugnon 17 
CH - 1005 Lausanne, Switzerland 
Tel. : +41 21 314 72 90 
Fax: +41 21 314 72 44 
Email: fdubois@inst.hospvd.ch 

WHO 
Dr. Ulrich LAUKAM-JOSTEN 
Task Force on STI Epidemics in CCEE 
Sexually Transmitted Infections/HIV/AIDS 
Scherfigsvej 8 
DK-2100 Copenhagen O 
Tel. +45 3917 1561  
Fax +45 3917 1875 
Email: ULJ@euro.who.int 

mailto:STI-TF@euro.who.int 
Web sites : http://www.euro.who.int/aids 

POLAND 
Ms Anna MARZEC-BOGUSŁAWSKA - 
EXCUSED 
Director 
National AIDS Center 
ul. Samsonowska 1 
PL - 02-829 Warszawa 
Tel.: (22) 331 7777 
Fax: (22) 331 7776 
Email: dyrekcja@aids.gov.pl 

SWITZERLAND 
Mr André JEANNIN 
Institut universitaire de medecine sociale et 
preventive 
Unité d'evaluation de programmes de prevention 
(UEPP) 
& Groupe de recherche sur la santé des adolescents 
(GRSA) 
Rue du Bugnon 17 
CH - 1005 Lausanne 
Tel. : +41 21 314 7376 
Fax : +41-21-31472-44 
Email : andre.jeannin@inst.hospvd.ch 

AIDS Action Europe 
Mr Emmanuel TRENADO - EXCUSED 
AIDS Action Europe  
Tour Essor ; 14, rue Scandicci 
FR – 93 500 Pantin  
Tel.: (33) 141834646 
Fax: (+33)141834649 
Email : etrenado@aides.org 
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ESSTI  
Mr Kevin FENTON - EXCUSED 
Communicable Disease Surveillance Centre, 
ESSTI CG Surveillance 
61 Colindale Avenue, 
London NW9 5EQ 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: + 44 (0) 20 8200 6868 ext 4470 
Fax: +44 (0) 20 8200 7868 
Email: kevin.fenton@hpa.org.uk 

EuroHIV 
Ms Francoise HAMERS 
Institut de Veille Sanitaire 
12, rue du Val d'Osne 
FR - 94415 SAINT MAURICE CEDEX 
Tel:1 41796700  
Fax :1 41796767 
Email: f.hamers@invs.sante.fr 
Web site:www.invs.sante.fr 

UNAIDS  
Mr Henning MIKKELSEN - EXCUSED 
UNAIDS 
20 Ave Appia 
CH - 1211 GENEVA 27 
Tel.: + 41 22 791 1662 
Fax: + 41 22 791 4741 
Email: mikkelsenh@unaids.org 

UK 
Dr Barry EVANS - EXCUSED 
Deputy Director  
CDSC 
Health Protection Agency  
61 Colindale Avenue  
LONDON NW9 5EQ 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: +44 208 200 68 68 
Fax: +44 208 200 78 68 
Email: barry.evans@hpa.org.uk 

Barry.Evans@HPA.org.uk 

EuroTB 
Dr. Andrea INFUSO 
Institut De Veille Sanitaire 
12, rue du Val d'Osne 
F-94415 - Saint Maurice Cedex 
Tel: + 33-1 ) 41 79 68 59 /  
Fax: ( + 33-1 ) 41 79 67 68 
E-mail: J.Drucker@invs.sante.fr 

s.medina@invs.sante.fr 

UNAIDS 
Ms Karen STANECKI - EXCUSED 
UNAIDS 
20 Ave Appia 
CH - 1211 GENEVA 27 
Tel.: + 41 22 791 1662 
Fax: + 41 22 791 4741 
Email: staneckik@unaids.org 

Ms Valerie DELPECH 
CDSC 
Health Protection Agency  
61 Colindale Avenue  
LONDON NW9 5EQ 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44(0)208 - 200 8327 extension 6270  
Fax +44(0)208 - 200 7868  
valerie.delpech@hpa.org.uk  
www.hpa.org.uk  

EMCDDA 
Lucas Wiessing 
e-mail:  lucas.wiessing@emcdda.eu.int 
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and 
Drug Addiction  
Rua da Cruz de Santa Apolónia 23-25  
PT-1149-045 Lisbon 
Tel: (+351) 21 811 3016 , 
Fax: (+351) 21 813 1711 

UNAIDS 
Mr Peter GHYS 
UNAIDS 
20 Ave Appia 
CH – 1211 GENEVA 27 
Tel.: +41 22 79 14 251 
Email: ghysp@unaids.org 
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EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION 

Mr Georgios GOUVRAS - EXCUSED 
Head of Unit “Health Threats” 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C3 – Health Threats 
Office JMO C3/32 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 33465 
Fax: +352/4301 33449 
Email: Georgios.Gouvras@cec.eu.int 

Sabine GAGEL 
Administrator 
Eurostat - Unit D6 - Health and Food Safety 
BECH D2/717 
5, rue Alphonse Weicker 
L-2721 Luxembourg 
Direct line: 00 352 4301 36734 
Fax: 00 352 4301 35399 
e-mail: sabine.gagel@cec.eu.int 

Mr Antoni MONTSERRAT 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C2 – Health Information 
Office JMO C5/62 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 33249  
Email: Antoni.Montserrat@cec.eu.int 

 Mr Matti RAJALA 
Head of Unit “Health Indicators” 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C4 – Health Threats 
Office JMO C5/112 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 38502 
Fax: +352/4301  
Email: Matti.Rajala@cec.eu.int 

Mr Jan HENDRIKS 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C3 – Health Threats 
Office JMO C3/33 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 32212 
Fax: +352/4301 33449 
Email: Jan.Hendriks@cec.eu.int 

Mr Albrecht WERNER 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C3 – Health Threats 
Office JMO C3/28 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 32324 
Fax: +352/4301 33449 
Email: Albrecht.Werner@cec.eu.int 

 Mr Stef BRONZWAER - EXCUSED 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C3 – Health Threats 
Office JMO C3/21 A 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 38221 
Fax: +352/4301 33449 
Email: Stef.Bronzwaer@cec.eu.int 

Mr Wilfried KAMPHAUSEN 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C4 – Health Determinants 
Office JMO C5/89 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 32488 
Fax:  
Email: Wilfried.Kamphausen@cec.eu.int 

Mr Boguslaw SUSKI 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C3 – Health Threats 
Office JMO C3/23 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 38214 
Fax: +352/4301 33449 
Email: Boguslaw.Suski@cec.eu.int 

 Mr Dadi EINARSSON 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C4 –Health Determinants 
Office JMO C5/94 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 36621 
Fax:  
Email: Dadi.Einarsson@cec.eu.int 

Ms Maarit KOKKI 
Directorate C - Public Health 
SANCO C6 – Health Measures 
Office JMO C5/93A 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352/4301 38243 
Fax: +352/4301  
Email: Maarit.Kokki@cec.eu.int 
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