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GREEN PAPER  

 
ON THE EUROPEAN WORKFORCE FOR HEALTH  

 
Response to the call from the European Commission to submit comments on 

issues raised in the Green paper 
 

 
EDMA, the European Diagnostic Manufacturers Association, welcomes the European 
Commission’s Green Paper on the European Workforce for Health. 
 
EDMA represents National Associations and major companies engaged in the research, 
development, manufacture or distribution of In Vitro Diagnostic (IVD) medical devices in 
Europe. Through its affil iated National Associations, EDMA represents in total more than 
500 companies (or over 700 legal entities) across Europe.  
 
EDMA mission is to promote the value of In Vitro testing and to raise awareness of the 
importance, usefulness and added-value that diagnostic information provides to healthcare. 
For this purpose, EDMA cooperates with European institutions, patients groups, trade 
associations, health professionals and academia to support an appropriate regulatory 
system, to work towards a realistic economic environment for healthcare in Europe and to 
be an effective voice in globalisation. 
 
In Vitro Diagnostic (IVD) testing provides objective information as a basis for better 
decisions in healthcare. Laboratory testing has indeed an essential part to play from the 
prevention and diagnosis, in the broad sense, which takes into account the predisposition 
and the precise determination of the disease and its severity; to monitoring of treatment, 
allowing assessment of its efficacy and its adjustment; disease management in the case of 
chronic pathologies; and confirmation of therapy efficacy to rule out any risk for persistence 
of disease.  
 
An appropriate and rational use of In Vitro Diagnostics would allow European health 
and the national systems to improve the quality and the economics of the service 
they offer to the citizens. 
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According to the EDMA 2007 European Market Estimates, the average IVD sales in most 
European countries represent less than 1% of the Total Healthcare Expenditure (THE), 
although clinical diagnostics influence about 64% of the medical decisions, as stated by J. 
D. Kruse-Jarres 1. Moreover, disparities between European countries are considerable. The 
first EU15 countries spent 0.8% of THE on IVDs (i.e. €22.5 per capita), while the later 
joining Member States dedicated an average of 1.3% of THE to IVDs (i.e. €6.2 per capita). 
 
 
Challenge 1: Ageing Population & Increase in Chronic Conditions                  
 
EDMA agrees with the European Commission that with an ageing population, the hospital 
care infrastructure may soon be insufficient to face the increasing needs for continuous 
care and close follow-up of patients. 
 
Therefore, day-care centres or small community clinics could be in charge of providing 
continuous care and monitoring of treatments, in order to empower certain categories of 
patients to perform self-monitoring of their disease state or therapy. At the same time, this 
key role played by day-care centres, would provide relief to larger hospitals so that they 
can concentrate their healthcare offer on treating emergencies, acute and severe il lnesses, 
major health threats and performing heavy surgery. 
 
Especially in the case of chronic diseases – e.g. diabetes, cardiovascular disease and 
cancer – EDMA supports the proposal of the Commission to organise chronic diseases 
management practices closer to home, or in community settings. 
 
Additionally, EDMA would like to emphasise that the diagnostic industry is already well-
prepared to meet the needs of such a diversity of care providers as it offers a wide range of 
equipment and services. In particular, they cover the needs of large, fully automated, 
hospital laboratories. Moreover, diagnostic industry offers more compact systems for use at 
patient bed-side, or in smaller settings as community care centres, and/or physicians’ 
practices, or even by the patient himself.   
 

 

 
Bringing diagnostics and care closer to the patient will surely improve early 
diagnosis and consequently treatment of the disease soon after onset, avoiding 
unnecessary complications and their negative impact on the patient’s health but 
also on the cost of healthcare. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 Lab. med. 18:213/1994 
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Challenge 2 & 3: Public Health Capacity & How to respond to communicable 
diseases (HIV, TB, HAI, HPV) 
 
 
EDMA agrees with the European Commission that there is a need to strengthen the 
capacity for screening, health promotion and disease prevention 
 
It has been proven that 60 to 70 % of the medical decisions are made according to the 
results of diagnostic laboratory tests 2. This type of practice, directly connected to the 
evidence based medicine and more standardized medical procedures, is going to extend in 
the future, with the search for improved patient safety. This is true for the diagnosis of 
existing diseases. It is even truer for the prevention of diseases.  
 
Several existing cases prove the medical and economic added value of screening 
laboratory tests. 
 

• In the case of diabetes, diagnosis is often made on patients without obvious signs of 
disease, and it relies on the dosage of glycaemia. 

• Cholesterol measurements are usually made for prevention of Coronary Heart 
Disease (CHD). They are indicated for patients who have a significant 
hypercholesterolemia, a known familial hypercholesterolemia, or known CHD risk 
factors (such as smoking, high blood pressure, diabetes, and obesity /overweight). 
Making these measurements more systematic on a large scale, will result in CHD 
prevention. 

• In the field of cancer prevention, the usefulness of markers as TPSA and blood in 
stools is now fully recognized as indicators of respectively prostate and colorectal 
cancer, and increasingly recommended as parameters to be tested in the population 
at risk. 

• As for healthcare associated infections (HAI), screening systematically all “patients 
at risk” admitted to hospital in order to identify carriers of MRSA 3 (and other 
resistant bacteria as ESBL 4 and VRE 5), is now used in routine in several 
hospitals/countries, and proves to be efficient as it helps applying the appropriate 
isolation precautions and local patient disinfection. In the UK only, with a highly 
systematic MRSA screening, the number of MRSA bloodstream infections dropped of 
49% over the last three years 6. Reducing the number of MRSA infections is the 
source of significant cost savings for hospitals. Karshmer 7 showed that with 
combined “Active Surveillance Culture and Contact Precautions”, cost savings are 
19 to 27-fold higher than the cost of prevention programs. 

 
 

 

Health is wealth: to avoid the burden of serious illness, heavy therapy and long 
hospital stays, screening of the European population for major health threats will 
be a valuable investment to be made by the Members States. Additionally, Member 
States should be encouraged to share best practices. 

 
 
                                                      
2 The Lewin group. The value of diagnosis, 2005 
3 MRSA: Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
4 ESBL: Extended Spectrum Beta Lactamase 
5 VRE: Vancomycine Resistant Enterococci 
6 UK, Department of health, July 2008 
7 Karshmer TB, J Hop Infect, 2002 

   www.edma-ivd.be 
 

Page 3 of  4 



 
 

 
 

Place des Maïeurs 2   B-1150 Brussels   +32 2 772 2225 tel    +32 2 772 2329 fax    edma@edma-ivd.be

Challenge 4: Barriers to the introduction of New Technology 
 

1. Reimbursement Mechanisms 
 
During the last 25 years technology has rapidly evolved. Especially in the health sector 
innovation has produced new technologies contributing to a better quality of life for people. 
During the 70s only few diagnostic tests were available, whereas now advanced technology 
offers health systems with more than hundreds of tests useful for screening, prevention, 
diagnosis, and monitoring. 
 
It is important that rapid and consistent introduction of new technologies across the EU is 
assured, which is very often not the case, due to national tendering systems or to current 
reimbursement mechanisms.  
 
A maximum time frame of 6 months for the reimbursement and the effective introduction of 
a new technology in the market should be granted, avoiding unnecessary bureaucracy. To 
allow reimbursement of new technologies, redundant evaluations in different countries 
should be avoided, by sharing the available information. Reimbursement of the new 
technologies should consider the total cost of the process, and the substantial 
improvements in life quality. The coordination of health systems could identify synergies 
and commonalities to reduce costs and allow further research, as well as ensuring access 
to innovation to all European citizens. To this end, “reference centre” can be an answer. 
 

2. Continuous professional development of the EU health workforce 
 
It is clear that an ageing EU health workforce will require constant education and training 
for the use of new technology. EDMA is aware of such challenge, and has already largely 
contributed to the facilitation of continuous education. Websites such as Labtestsonline 
and MedicalLab - available in a variety of Community’s languages – which were developed 
with the support of the scientific community, contribute to the education and information in 
the field of disease and diagnostics of the EU health workforce, but also of their patients. 
 
Additionally, EDMA Corporate Members invest widely in education providing training for the 
use of their equipment on-site, in training centers equipped with the most modern tools, or 
on-line, in order to reach a larger audience. 
 

 

EDMA believes that to meet the needs of the EU health workforce, public and 
private entrepreneurs, together with the scientific community, will need to join 
their efforts to continue to invest in research with the objective to provide access 
to state-of-the-art and efficient equipment for early diagnosis, as well as targeted 
therapy and care, despite the current difficult economic outlook. 
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This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumers DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 




