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Question 1

Is it useful to develop a set of harmonized terms 
for strength of evidence and other dimensions 
of risk?

Yes, if we can get it to work
Need separate terms for different dimensions of risk 
and uncertainty 
Start by trying to get agreement on terms between 
scientists; subsequently consider how these can help 
communicate to risk managers and others



Question 2

What approaches could be considered for evaluating 
and expressing uncertainties, in addition to those 
mentioned above (EFSA, REACH, GRADE, IPCS)?

Too early to choose between methods
Need to try them out

Can already agree on some principles;
Need to be transparent
Need to be systematic
Need a tiered approach
Need a way to communicate the results



Question 3

Is there a need to review the types of participation, the 
types of evidence admitted and the approaches to the 
weighing of evidence by scientific committees?

Safety is a social construct – implies a need to engage with the 
public
Important to involve stakeholders in framing of issue

Including what uncertainties will be addressed and which excluded
Helps risk assessors to address stakeholder concerns
Helps with subsequent communication

Define criteria for weighing evidence in advance (as far as 
possible)
Be transparent afterwards about the choices you make



Question 4

What types of activity are required for progress on these 
issues in the short and medium term?

Try out alternative approaches for questions 1-3 on 
examples, i.e. gather evidence

How doable is it?
How useful is it?

Ask Sci Panel A to express consequences of a risk 
assessment, then ask Sci Panel B how they interpret 
that expression of consequences 
Some EU research funding available for projects on 
communication of food risks and benefits



Question 5

Would it help to develop case studies based on 
practical examples of risk problems?

Yes: see question 4
But bear in mind that new issues may require new 
approaches in future risk assessments

Include some emerging issues in case studies

Bear in mind assessments of the same problems in 
different countries etc. may need to take account of 
different factors



Recommendation

Establish a Working Group to develop a 
reference document reviewing available 
approaches to uncertainty, weighing of 
evidence and terminology
Get various committees/authorities to try out 
the approaches

How doable are they?
How useful are they?

Workshop to review outcome and draw 
conclusions
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