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A Global Dialogue on Risk Assessment
o The common, global challenge of effective and 

efficient risk governance
o A science-based approach for the effectiveness, 

efficiency, sustainability, acceptability and 
compatibility of risk governance

o A central role of scientific Risk Assessment in 
the risk analysis paradigm

o Local needs, desired levels of protection, 
perceptions and  priorities may differ, but

o Risk Assessment is most suitable for a common 
framework



3

The need for an international dialogue on 
Risk Assessment
A potential for divergent approaches and conclusions:
o Risk Assessment is science based, but is not “pure science”
o RA covers a wide range of application fields and of disciplines,

involving specific and different issues and matters and a variety 
of bodies

o Risk Assessment, Management and Communication are closely 
interconnected. RA policy frameworks may be different. 

…with possible, significant negative effects on risk governance, 
trade and innovation

o Divergent approaches may adversely affect both
The effectiveness and recognition of Risk Assessment, and

Trade and innovation

…but also great potential for developing and sharing best practices
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The proposed objectives of a Global Risk 
Assessment Dialogue are:
Overall:
o To work more closely in pursuit of a common Risk 

Assessment Framework
Specifically:
o To improve mutual understanding of respective risk 

analysis systems and approaches
o To develop and/or share best practices on key aspects of 

risk assessment approaches and methods, and on the 
organisation of the interface with risk management and 
communication

o To promote collaboration on substantive risk issues, 
notably on emerging risks
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The proposed approach

o Responding to shared interests: to identify areas and 
issues of common interest

o Learning by doing: to start with a few, concrete 
priorities, where a higher added value is recognised

o Allowing for flexibility  and pragmatism: a variable 
configuration and participation for the various 
collaboration activities identified

o Taking benefit from activities in other international fora: 
co-ordination, synergism and no duplication with relevant 
international activities
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Instruments and Steps under the label of 
the “Global Risk Assessment Dialogue”
Instruments
o Bi-annual International Risk Assessment Conferences
o Exchange of information, documents and consultations on 

planned and on-going, relevant activities 
o Establishment of ad hoc working groups 
o Thematic workshops
o Deliverables: consensus based reports and documents 
Steps
o Consensus on aims and approach
o Definition of areas of interest for the dialogue and themes for 

pilot activities (2009-2010)
o Pilot activities during 2009-2010
o 2nd International Risk Assessment Conference (November 

2010)
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The Transatlantic Risk Assessment 
Dialogue
o The triangular Risk Assessment dialogue EU-US-Canada 

was launched at a meeting in Washington (10-11 July 
2008):
Aims at promoting mutual understanding of risk analysis 
systems and approaches
Is a framework for collaboration and convergence on risk 
assessment methodology and on substantive risk issues
Will run in parallel and will be co-ordinated as 
appropriate with the Global Dialogue
Will help creating and sustaining momentum for the 
Global Dialogue
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How this Conference will contribute to the 
Global Risk Assessment Dialogue:

o an initial review of risk assessment systems and 
approaches

o identification of key issues and challenges for 
risk assessment

o identification of areas and themes of common 
interest for dialogue and collaboration 

o launching the discussion on a few selected 
topics

o discussing the approach and priorities for the 
continuation of the dialogue and the follow 
initiatives for 2009-2010
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THANKS



This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumer Protection DG and represents the views of its author on the
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of 
the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof.


