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ALTERNATIVES TO ANIMAL TESTS 

 

Periodically, the Scientific Committee on Consumer Products (SCCP), on Health and 
Environmental Risks (SCHER) and on Emerging and Newly Identified Health Risks 
(SCENIHR) are requested to give advice concerning alternative methods to animal testing in 
relation to safety assessment. 

The Committees have frequently identified substantial limitations when assessing alternative 
methods that they have been asked to consider. 

The three Committees recognise that their primary responsibility is to contribute to the 
attainment of a high level of public health and environmental protection through the provision of 
scientifically based risk assessments. The Committees fully encourage the continued 
development of improved risk assessment methodologies. To be clear, when validated as being 
as effective as currently accepted methods for safety assessment, alternative methods should be 
used to replace, reduce or refine animal experimentation. 

It is, therefore, important to note that any critical concerns of the Scientific Committees on the 
validity of 3R-alternatives (Replace, Reduce, Refine) and non-animal tests should not be 
interpreted as reflecting opposition to the implementation of alternatives to animal 
experimentation as a matter of principle. 

Relevant opinions 

SCCNFP Memorandum concerning “The Actual Status of Alternative Methods to the Use of 
Animals in the Safety Testing of Cosmetic Ingredients”, adopted by the SCCNFP during the 20th 
plenary meeting of 4 June 2002. 

SCTEE Opinion on the BUAV-ECEAE report on “The way forward - action to end animal 
toxicity testing”, adopted by the CSTEE during the 41st plenary meeting of 8 January 2004. 

SCCNFP Opinion concerning the “Report for Establishing the Timetable for Phasing out Animal 
Testing for the purpose of the Cosmetics Directive” issued by ECVAM (30/04/2004), adopted on 
1 July 2004 by means of the written procedure. 

SCHER Opinion on “Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals: a Non-animal Testing Approach” 
(BUAV report - 2004), adopted by the SCHER during the 8th plenary meeting of 25 November 
2005. 

 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/health/ph_risk/committees/sccp/documents/out173_en.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/health/ph_risk/committees/sct/documents/out217_en.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/health/ph_risk/committees/sccp/documents/out285_en.pdf
http://europa.eu.int/comm/health/ph_risk/committees/04_scher/docs/scher_o_015.pdf
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