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The membership of the Confederation of European Community Cigarette Manufacturers, 
(“CECCM”), includes four corporate members that are major cigarette manufacturers in 
Europe (British American Tobacco, Gallaher, Imperial Tobacco and JT International), and 
thirteen national manufacturers’ associations from the EU countries.  
 
CECCM has considered the discussion document regarding “Health in Europe: a Strategic 
Approach” and appreciates the opportunity to contribute to the consultation process.  
 
With regard to the first six questions, related to the three broad elements of the strategy and 
concerning its implementation, we would like to take the opportunity to confirm that CECCM 
member companies are opposed to under age smoking. We have youth access prevention 
programs in place in a number of Member States, launched either individually or in 
cooperation with other stakeholders and national authorities.  
 
We would like however to address more in detail the 7th question regarding improvement of 
methods for involving stakeholders and creating innovative partnerships.  
 
Improving methods for involving stakeholders:  
 
CECCM member companies encourage any regulation of tobacco products developed in 
line with the EU policy of Better Regulation and believe this can best be accomplished 
through consultation with the industry. 
 
We believe that early and in-depth consultation is key in order to provide a good basis for any 
regulatory proposal. We believe that consultation should aim to achieve a dialogue between 
all involved parties, scientific experts and regulators. Contribution to such a process should be 
made at all levels, not only by the EU Institutions but also by NGOs and trade associations. 
We believe that the “Better Regulation – Impact Assessment” process that the Commission 
and DG SANCO are promoting is a sound step in the right direction1.  
                                                 
1 The Commission communication (2002) 274 and the Better Regulation Action Plan (2002) 278 set up the 
process, followed up by a series of initiatives leading to the Communication regarding the Better Regulation 
strategic review plan (2006) 268 .  We appreciate DG SANCO commitment to work on these guidelines and note 
the larger transparency with regard to the availability of documents and the launching of initiatives such as the 
working session “stakeholders dialogue with DG SANCO Scientific Committees” scheduled for the 22.03.07.  
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Many future decisions regarding tobacco products must be based on scientific analysis and 
assessment. This assessment requires a significant level of technical and scientific expertise.  
Much of this expertise and relevant data is held by CECCM member companies, who are 
keen to work with both the Member States and the European Institutions to ensure that 
regulation is based on an assessment of all available technical and scientific data. 
 
CECCM member companies support the establishment of a process for the scientific 
evaluation of such issues at EU level, which includes the participation of experts from the 
tobacco industry. 
 
It is also highly desirable for there to be dialogue on regulatory proposals that are examined 
and approved under “comitology” procedures. Often, these proposals have a very direct 
impact on business, and therefore adequate dialogue, whereby information and data on the 
regulatory, health, scientific and financial impact of regulatory measures is provided, 
discussed and assessed, should be a priority. 
 
Industry exclusion from debates regarding that industry’s product or related issues are not 
conducive to constructive dialogue and counter to the principles of openness and transparency 
that the EU adheres to. In this context, Commission support to avoid these practices would be 
welcomed.  
 
Creation of innovative partnerships:  
 
CECCM member companies will be a happy to consider any form of innovative partnership, 
ideally also with representatives from the health and scientific communities with a view to 
finding common ground and discussing possible areas of cooperation.  
 
We hope that our comments are a positive contribution to the consultation process and will be 
happy to engage in further discussion on this paper.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CECCM 05.02.07 



This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 




