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The proposed EU Health Strategy could be strengthened by the creation of a Europe wide citizen 
information portal such as that, which already exists within the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
(websites and publications) including Healthy Cities- Urban Health Topics. The WHO Information 
Portal exists mainly to support health professionals. There is a need for a similar information structure 
to support EU citizens and other decision makers

Whilst knowledge about the economic and social determinants of health is improving, health 
inequalities persist and may be increasing in some parts of the EU. Dissemination of the available state 
of knowledge remains poor. Decision makers within Civic Society as well as EU Citizens remain 
poorly informed, also the existing state of knowledge about health and about the determinants of health 
is very unequally distributed.** This means that decisions affecting people’s lives are often taken 
without a full appreciation of the consequent health impacts. This is likely to affect; solidarity, 
security, cohesion and prosperity. EU Citizens may be prevented from making a good mix of choices 
to realize their full health potential and that they are prevented from achieving a good quality of life. 
This situation could be improved by the creation of the proposed Europe wide Health Information 
Portal

The introduction of such a Health Information Portal would provide scope for action on core issues 
which are to be addressed by the Strategy including in particular

2) Helping to reduce health inequalities and narrowing health gaps within and between countries.

3) Supporting citizens and patients including by making more healthy choices and by improving 
information to patients

5) Promoting health and helping to address key health determinants, such as nutrition and physical 
activity, harmful alcohol consumption and smoking as well as tackling important challenges such as 
mental health.

Health In All Policy

Decision making at every level affecting health would be improved by the better dissemination of 
available knowledge.

Democratic Theory

The EU citizen is the final owner of the proposed strategy under democratic theory. As far as possible 
knowledge provided under the proposed Strategy and knowledge, which supports it’s better 
implementation should be available to him or her in a way that he or she can use.

Quality Considerations

Quality considerations: The concept of quality as fitness for purpose for the end user suggest that 
ordinary EU citizens should have access to available knowledge about health and the determinants of 
health as far as it is possible to support the effective execution of the Strategy

Contents:

It is suggested that the proposed citizen information portal would include topics identified by the WHO 
Commission on the Social Determinants of Health, chaired by Sir Michael Marmot, topics identified 
by the earlier WHO study; Social Determinants of Health, the Solid Facts (Marmot and Wilkinson), 
other material identified as relevant to health under the Healthy Cities Programme (Urban Health 
Topics) also other work identified as relevant to Health under the United Nations Agreement on the 
Environment (Agenda21) Such topics might include;

Nutrition



Transport

Movement (As per WHO Movement Strategy)

Health aspects of work

Health aspects of unemployment

Mothers and Children

Key transitions in the life cycle

Old Age 

Housing

Addiction

Energy

Access to the countryside and green spaces

Planning

Pollution including atmospheric pollution

Environmental toxins

Could you please give this proposal your consideration? Please acknowledge receipt. Please identify a 
named official whom I can contact to obtain feedback.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this consultation

Alan Cunningham (31.1.07)

**( In Britain, employers, trade unions, cultural organizations, faith communities, anti-poverty groups, 
groups working for a more sustainable society and community groups can be demonstrated to be acting 
without a full understanding of health policy and without a full understanding of the available evidence 
about the social and economic determinants of health)
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