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Summary  
 
1. The EU should tackle the lack of research and therapies targeting hearing 

loss and tinnitus in Europe through the 7th RTD Framework Programme.  
Over 81 million people in Europe have a hearing loss.  51 million adults in 
the USA and Western Europe suffer from tinnitus.  The potential social 
benefit and business opportunity which research into tinnitus and hearing 
loss present is enormous.  Market research suggests the potential world 
market for treating these will exceed £10 billion annually.  For social 
inclusion and wealth generation the EU should become a strong advocate of 
private and public sector R&D in these areas.  

 
2. The EU public health strategy should include a hearing loss information 

campaign to inform citizens of the dangers of over exposure to loud noise in 
the workplace and leisure settings such as bars, clubs, music concerts and 
sporting events and how to prevent hearing damage.  Otoprotectants to 
reduce, or prevent, noise related hearing loss are on the horizon.  R&D will 
be important to make this happen but is not a substitute for education and 
prevention. 

 
3. RNID is Europe’s largest not-for-profit organisation focussed on the needs of 

people with deafness and hearing loss.  We are actively involved in delivering 
services for the UK Government – such as the £125 million programme to 
modernise the UK’s audiology services – whilst retaining the independence to 
lobby and push for the many related healthcare improvements which are still 
required across the UK and EU.  RNID urges the European Union to 
facilitate stronger partnerships between the public, private and voluntary 
sectors that will deliver real benefits through their close association with end 
user needs. 

 
About RNID 
 
4. RNID is the largest charity representing the 9 million deaf and hard of hearing 

people in the UK. As a membership charity, we aim to achieve a radically better 
quality of life for deaf and hard of hearing people.  

 
Further information on RNID can be obtained through our Information Line: For 
the UK only, telephone: 0808 808 0123, textphone: 0808 808 9000, Email: 
informationline@rnid.org.uk, website: www.rnid.org.uk 

 
 
 

 

http://www.rnid.org.uk/


Lack of Pharmaceutical & Biotechnology Industry Participation 
In Deafness, Hearing Loss & Tinnitus Research 
 
5. By 2005 over 81 and a half million people in Europe will have a hearing loss. 

Currently 300 million people worldwide have age related hearing loss and this is 
set to rise to 910 million people by 2050. Tinnitus affects more than 51 million 
adults in the USA and Western Europe alone. The economic costs of deafness, 
hearing loss and tinnitus are estimated to be as much as €92 billion per annum in 
Europe based on lost productivity, special education and medical care. Yet despite 
this, there is a lack of research into hearing loss delaying the development of 
novel treatments. 

 
6. RNID’s $1 million grant programme, drawn from voluntary income, funds world-

class research at universities worldwide.  We are now calling on the 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry to also invest in developing treatments 
for hearing conditions. They are missing out on billions of Euros and dollars 
annually by ignoring the immense potential business benefits of meeting the 
clinical needs of people with tinnitus, age-related hearing loss and congenital 
deafness. 

 
7. We hope that the EU will help to address this through the 7th RTD Framework 

Programme and become a strong advocate for private sector investment from the 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry. 

 
8. RNID has produced sophisticated market reports which highlight the global 

potential of research and treatments, which could inform the knowledge base for 
European action in this area. They are available by contacting 
munna.vio@rnid.org.uk   

 
Information Campaign On Prevention Of Hearing Loss  
 
9. The EU’s strategy to pro actively promote good health for all in Europe must 

incorporate awareness of hearing damage prevention targeted at citizens, 
employers and the leisure industry.   

 
10. European citizens are exposed to dangerous levels of noise in the workplace and 

outside work in many leisure settings such as bars, clubs, music concerts and 
sporting events. However, this dangerous exposure can be minimised by 
educating citizens about protecting their hearing.   

 
11. The new EU Noise at Work directive provides improved hearing protection for 

workers in noisy environments by reducing the levels at which hearing tests and 
protection are provided. However, in the UK there is no enforcement regime for 
current regulations let alone the new stricter regime.  

 

 

mailto:munna.vio@rnid.org.uk


12. RNID is currently running a major campaign to warn young people of the dangers 
of over exposure to load music in bars, clubs and music concerts and advising 
them how to protect their hearing through the use of ear plugs and taking breaks 
away from the dance floor.  

 
Further information on this campaign can be found at 
www.dontlosethemusic.com including a report entitled “A noise hangover?” 
which  sets out the key research findings of the campaign.  

 
13. Hearing loss is the most prevalent sensory deficit and we hope the EU future 

public health strategy will include an information campaign to inform workers 
and citizens of the dangers of over exposure to loud noise and how to prevent 
hearing damage. 

 
Health Partnerships 
 
Digital hearing aids 

 
14. As the EU aims to foster health partnerships and EU wide networks, RNID would 

welcome the opportunity to share its experiences of its role in modernising the 
UKs audiology services, by negotiating the contract for advanced digital hearing 
aids for the UK’s National Health Service (NHS), in a unique partnership with the 
Government.  

 
15. RNID radically changed the traditional procurement process within the NHS to 

ensure more resources could be released for modernisation, using our commercial 
experience to lead the procurement process for the digital aids. Following 
negotiations with multinational hearing aid manufactures an agreement was 
reached that ensured a dramatic drop in the price of advanced digital aids. In June 
2002 it was announced that the price had been reduced again from £150-£205 per 
aid to £70-£75, a potential cost reduction of approximately £40-£50 million per 
annum for the Health Service compared to the price that would have been paid 
under the previous agreement.   As the programme has progressed RNID has 
continued to lead on the procurement process that established a national 
framework contract at prices to the NHS from £55 for advanced digital hearing 
aids.  

 
16. We hope that the EUs attempts to build partnerships for health by bringing 

together regional and national authorities, the health community and civil society 
to help stakeholders share knowledge and achieve synergies, will enable RNID to 
learn from experiences and best practice in other EU member states.  

 
European network for Deaf and hearing impaired children 
 
17. On 13th and 14th May 2005, RNID, in partnership with the UK based Ear 

Foundation and National Deaf Children’s Society will hold a major conference on 

 

http://www.dontlosethemusic.com/


 

deaf and hearing impaired children to promote joined-up working for Europe’s 
professionals working in this field and deaf children and their families. The aim of 
the conference is to establish a European network of professionals, including 
doctors, audiologists, teachers, speech therapists, and parent groups. Further 
information on the conference and an online registration form can be found at 
www.dhice.org  

 
18. We hope that the EU, through its partnership building activities, will provide 

support to this new European conference and network to promote joined up 
working for Europe’s professionals with deaf children and their families.   

 
RNID’S Areas Of Work 
 
20. RNID aims to make a difference to deaf and hard of hearing peoples’ lives 

through: 
 

• Campaigning and lobbying to change laws and government policies 
 
• Challenging negative perceptions around deafness and hearing loss 

 
• Providing information and raising awareness of deafness, hearing loss and tinnitus 

 
• Giving training courses and consultancy on deafness and disability 

 
• Offering communication services including sign language interpreters 

 
• Training interpreters, lipspeakers and speech-to-text operators 

 
• Seeking lasting change in education for deaf children and young people 

 
• Offering employment programmes to help deaf people into work 

 
• Running care services for deaf and hard of hearing people with additional needs 

 
• Typetalk, the national telephone relay service for deaf and hard of hearing people 

 
• Selling equipment and products for deaf and hard of hearing people 

 
• Undertaking social, medical and technical research 

 

http://www.dhice.org/


This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 
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