
-----Original Message----- 
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Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2004 12:09 PM 
To: SANCO REFLECTION HEALTH STRATEGY 
Subject: Enabling Good Health For All 

Dear Commissioner Byrne, 
  
            As the UK alliance of support groups and NGO's for families affected by all forms of genetic 
disorders, representing over 130 national organisations, and as a founding member of the European 
Genetic Alliances Network (EGAN) the Genetic Interest group (GIG) welcomes the publication of this 
thoughtful and helpful contribution to the debate about healthcare in the EU in the years to come. 
  
Whilst environmental and social factors are major determinates of both quality and quantity of life, 
addressing these will have a major public health impact. However these are not the only factors that 
create disease or promote good health. A substantial proportion of ill health is due to organic disease, 
much of which is genetic in origin. Over 8000 rare disorders have been identified as arising from 
mutations in known single genes. If a mutation is present in one of these genes then the disease it 
causes will almost inevitably occur. Most are currently untreatable although palliative and symptomatic 
treatments may help in some cases. However, research and the development of innovative therapies 
arising from this research is urgently needed, and the EU has a role in creating a positive climate 
within which the fundamental problems of the major health determinates can be identified and 
addressed. Such an approach needs to go hand in hand with programmes addressing society and 
environmental issues. Both are needed to create the opportunity for all EU citizens to enjoy good 
health, and a life which has a high quality as well as a reasonable expectation of avoiding a premature 
end. 
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