
Public Health Consultation: Response from the European Public Health Association. 
 
EUPHA is pleased to respond to the Consultation on ‘Enabling good health for all’.  We have valued the broad 
approach to public health that Commissioner Byrne has taken in his term in office. We both thank him for his 
leadership in difficult areas, particularly his support for smoking control, and also commend the approach taken 
in developing the Commission’s public health programme.  
 
We give our support to the many important themes that Commissioner Byrne’s paper draws together. We agree 
strongly with the need to work both on health systems, managed by national ministries of health, and in 
intersectoral determinants of health in which the European level has a direct interest.  We believe that, in the 
EU’s future with 25 counties, there will be an increased interest in the ‘open method of coordination’ in the field 
of health, and we would value the Commission’s thoughts on how national and Europe-wide organisations can 
contribute to this process of member states.   
 
Three areas stand out as of particular interest to members of EUPHA. 
 
First, the need for technical support in public health services, at national, regional and local levels, is of 
increasing concern.  We believe the Commission could support more actively the role of public health 
practitioners, in partnership, to assist implementation of policies and directions that are of acknowledged 
importance. At present, the activities of other national, and international, agencies are relatively invisible to local 
practitioners. This creates a loss of synergy between parts of the system, and a loss of strength for European 
public health objectives.  Our Association is developing a proposal for the 2005 public health programme to 
improve understanding of these issues. 
 
Second, we value the recognition that health will be a component of the next Structural Funds. We have spent 
time over the past years in making contact with DG Regio, and in working with local authorities in their public 
health responsibilities.  We have seen that Ministries of Finance have been the main proponents of PHARE 
funding applications, and Ministries of Environment and Regions have been the main controllers of Structural 
Funds.  We welcome discussion of how public health ideas can come forward within member states to influence 
Structural Funds, and see this as an important mechanism - indeed test - for Commissioner Byrne’s link between 
health and economy. 
 
Third, EUPHA wishes to strengthen Mr Byrne’s stated support for public health research. We draw attention to 
the very limited availability of funding for health research in FP6, compared with almost 3bn euros available to 
bio-medical research in 2002-6. DG Research should give greater attention to research in the fields of public 
health, including health systems analysis, epidemiology, health services research, outcome evaluation and 
modelling for policy-making.  Investment in these areas will enhance the lives of Europe’s citizens more quickly 
than many of the laboratory investigations, and redress the balance of research that is currently heavily skewed 
towards the interests of pharmaceutical and medical devices interests.  
 
As a member organisation, representing 40 countries and 10 000 individuals, we hope to give more attention to 
issues at the European and member state levels in the years to come, and look forward to closer collaboration on 
public health policy and implementation.  We value our place on the Health Policy Forum, and continue to offer 
the expertise of our members within the various roles of participation that are extended to us.  We will continue 
to work towards increasing the health of the people of Europe, within a global context.  
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