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The reflection paper “Enabling Good Health for All” on a new EU Health Strategy is a good one and 
addresses many of the key points.  One key area that could be highlighted in more detail is the 
increasing role of biotechnology in the contribution to Europe’s future health and the need to actively 
support this sector. 
 
The recent evolution in new technologies such as biotechnology, genetics, genomics, proteomics and 
biomarkers means that our understanding of how the human body works at its most fundamental 
molecular level is rapidly increasing.  And this is opening up new avenues of treatment in so far 
incurable diseases. 
 
And while biotechnology will undoubtedly provide new approaches to the high-profile health issues 
highlighted in the paper – such as SARS and HIV/AIDS – it is also quietly providing new approaches 
in a wide variety of other conditions that impact millions of European citizens, such as Cancer, 
Diabetes, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson, Cardiovascular Diseases and other serious diseases;  many of 
which stand to increase in prevalence as Europe’s population gets older. 
 
The ageing population is a key factor in considering the future EU Health Strategy and it is important 
to highlight the role that biotechnology will play in ensuring that the EU citizens do not just live for 
more years, but also that those years are as healthy and happy as possible.  The key must be to assure 
not only a longer life, but as well a better quality of life. 
 
The question is how we can make the most of our increasing knowledge by turning it into really 
effective treatments for European patients.  There are significant challenges ahead. 
 
Discovering and developing breakthrough biotechnology products is a complicated and high-risk area, 
but the results can be tremendous.  The question must be whether we are willing to invest in our future 
health and to put the fruits of the biotech research and development in the hands of all Europeans.  
The “per-pill” cost is currently the main element taken into consideration when questions of 
reimbursement are discussed.  But with innovative therapies, it should be time to change our focus 
and start counting the cost of disease (hospital stays, surgery) and the value – both personally and to 
society – of being healthy.  A fundamental change in mind-set is needed to comprehend that it is 
disease that is our real enemy. 
 
Treatments and certainly cures to many diseases still elude us.  And we should make all efforts to 
foster the research and innovation – plus the access to those innovations – that are going to provide 
those treatments. 
 
In some cases, lifestyle changes will be needed.  But the genetic component means that we can 
increase our understanding and evaluation of patients at a genomic level.  This, in turn, will 
increasingly allow us to address the underlying causes of disease with better, more personalised 
therapies instead of only treating symptoms.  And better, more personalised healthcare spending with 
better results for the patient and for society. 
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Biotechnology has already delivered huge healthcare advances, from safe Insulin in large enough 
quantities to treat diabetes patients, through to breakthrough approaches for certain kinds of cancer 
and treatments for hitherto untreatable to rare genetic diseases, where previously, patients simply died. 
 
The question is if we as a society are going to throw our weight behind this kind of advance and 
ensure that European citizens get the best available treatments or if we are going to be satisfied with 
“good enough” or in some cases no treatments. 
 
There are three key points that need to be addressed if we are to harness the biotechnology evolution: 
• Increased knowledge and understanding of the treatments and possibilities resulting from the 

genomics revolution – this means more educational effort towards society, from the public at 
large to the governments and other decision-makers, to enable them to make the right choice; 

• A flexible regulatory approval system that adapts with the products it is seeking to evaluate.  
Innovative biotechnology products, in particular, often have a novel mode of action.  Therefore 
the acquisition of information may often be dependent on data collected during use.  
Additionally, the real effectiveness of a product can only be measured a minimum of 3 years 
after its launch.  Provisions such as the temporary marketing authorisations foreseen in the new 
pharmaceutical legislation (Regulation 726/2004) are examples of how this could be 
implemented;  and 

• A focus on disease as the enemy and new, breakthrough treatments as friends. 
 
In order to give biotechnology a chance to deliver, scientific knowledge is the start but by no means 
the end.  Decision-makers at both the EU and national levels need to demonstrate a strong 
commitment to supporting increased knowledge not only at a scientific level, but also at all levels of 
society to ensure that we understand the treatments and possibilities that result from the genomics 
revolution. 
 
By increasing this understanding, society and, correspondingly, Member States’ governments will be 
able to ensure the “money-for-value” that will support timely and equitable access to these 
breakthrough treatments. 
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ABOUT EBE:  The Emerging Biopharmaceutical Enterprises group (EBE) represents biopharmaceutical 
companies operating in Europe.  It currently has 46 member companies, which are using life-science 
technology to discover, develop and bring new medicinal products to market. 
 
EBE’s focus is on issues of key concern to the biopharmaceutical companies.  Regulatory hurdles, in 
particular, can fall disproportionately hard on start-ups and emerging companies. 
 
Via its relationship with the European pharmaceutical federation, EFPIA, EBE also aims to facilitate and 
develop relationships between the emerging biopharmaceutical companies and the larger, “traditional” 
pharmaceutical companies, as well as making sure that the smaller companies’ voice is heard in more general 
pharmaceutical discussions. 
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