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Response and reflections on Commissioner Byrne's paper on "Enabling Good 
Health for all" and the Commission's non-paper on "Partnerships for Health 
in Europe". 
 
In the light of the described health development and its impact on economic growth and 
sustainable development, it is definitely time for the European Union to take up a prominent 
position in these issues. The basic facts today are more than enough to motivate a change of 
attitude as well as an allocation of resources towards a more health promoting approach on all 
policy-making levels.To lend weight to this perspective it is of great importance that it is 
sanctioned in all governing documents on highest level. 
  
As Your suggestion brings out, we believe that a common strategy within the European Union is 
crucial for a successful public health work. It will constitute an important support of the Member 
States in their efforts on both national, regional and local level, on condition that it has been fully 
established. To assure a good anchorage we would like to emphasize the significance of close and 
intense participation and co-operation between the Member States in the development and 
production of the new Health Strategy, including a common basis of values and ideologies which 
tend to facilitate the communication concerning different health conceptions. This in turn demands 
an increased knowledge and hopefully a greater awareness of the factors determining health. 
 
Referring to Your view on health as a complex phenomena affecting both individual an social 
levels, it goes without saying that the responsability, besides being a personal matter, must be seen 
as a common concern for all community policies in all areas. The society has a great 
responsability partly when meeting the individuals, partly when building up society 
infrastructures, i.e. in terms of socio-economical aspects, accessibility, democracy etc. The 
governing documents and laws must allow and create opportunities for the individuals to make 
well-founded choices aiming at achieving good health. 
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Regarding the ambition to internationalize the EU health work we can only, as seen from our 
regional point of view, affirm that the way of approaching and trying to influence upon the health 
issues by searching for co-operative "external" partners practically always inspires, enrichens and 
generates great gains in the long run - no matter what level. 
  
We wish to confirm the need of a mustering of strength within the area of research, to further 
stimulate the development of new methods, technologies and interventions of greater cost 
effectiveness. 
  
Finally we find it absolutely neccessary to work out indicators making it possible to follow the 
health development, i.e. closing the books of welfair or practising health impact assessment, to 
really attain impact in these matters. 
  
To sum up we agree to Your statement that working on strategic levels with strong anchorage is a 
determining factor in the striving for a good health on equal conditions - and in addition to that a 
good economic growth and a sustainable development. 
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