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Dear Mr Byrne, 
  
As the regulatory body for the UK osteopathic profession – the General Osteopathic Council 
– we appreciate this opportunity to contribute to your reflection on developing EU Health 
policy. 
  
Promotion of good health is integral to osteopathic practice which seeks to restore the optimal 
functioning of the body and aid its ability to heal without the use of drugs or surgery.  In 
response to your statement “Employing more expensive therapies when less expensive, 
equally effective alternatives exist is a waste of taxpayers’ money and a net loss for the 
economy”, osteopathy offers a cost-effective source of healthcare through: 

•        Prevention 
•        Early intervention 
•        Active recovery 
•        Enhancing quality of life 

  
Osteopathy, with its comprehensive approach to healthcare, is a particularly successful 
approach to back pain and the benefits of aiding an increasingly ageing society to remain 
active and independent cannot be underestimated.  This month’s European Week for Safety 
and Health at Work – focusing on construction workers - highlights another patient base for 
osteopaths who effectively treat symptoms, such as hand/arm vibration syndrome or pain 
from injury after a fall.    
  
Whilst osteopathy is a statutorily regulated profession in the UK – with the same status as 
doctors and dentists – this is not reflected throughout the EU.  The UK is the only Member 
State in the EU (and EEA) to regulate osteopathy as a profession and, the GOsC is the single 
competent authority solely for osteopathy.  This makes it difficult to balance public safety 
with obligations to comply with internal market legislation, as the GOsC has no equivalent 
organisation with which to share information about the fitness to practise of a practitioner 
applying to register in the UK.  This is a matter of serious concern and leaves patients 
vulnerable.     
  

http://www.osteopathy.org.uk/


We agree that health should be at the centre of EU policy making, which is why we 
respectively call upon the European Commission to encourage Member State governments to 
regulate the osteopathic profession - for the benefit of patients and healthcare in Europe. 
  
Yours sincerely,  
  

 
  
Madeleine Craggs (Miss) 
Chief Executive & Registrar 
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