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To: SANCO REFLECTION HEALTH STRATEGY 
Subject: EU Health Policy 

Mr. David Byrne 

EU Commissioner for Health Policy 

Dear Mr. Byrne, 

I am a professor of pathology at the University of Alabama at Birmingham in the States.  I am writing in 
response to your call for submissions relevant to EU health policy. 

In your reflection paper you cite smoking as a key European health issue.  In the table on page 2 you 
cite Swedish males as "Among the Best" with regard to life expectancy at birth and lung cancer 
incidence rate.  Swedish male life expectancy and low lung cancer incidence are directly related to low 
smoking prevalence, and I have published research that explains these associations.  I attach a copy 
of this research paper, "The burden of mortality from smoking: Comparing Sweden with other 
countries in the EU," which was published in the European Journal of Epidemiology in 2004.  

Your reflection paper correctly states that smoking "kills well over half million people in the EU every 
year."  My research paper documents how 200,000 lives could be saved if the EU adopted the 
smoking pattern of Swedish men.  I am confident that EU health policy experts will find this work 
interesting and compelling. 

Please contact me if I can provide any additional information. 

Brad Rodu 

Professor, Department of Pathology 

Senior Scientist, Comprehensive Cancer Center 

University of Alabama at Birmingham 

LHRB 156 

Birmingham, AL 35294-0007 

  

Phone: 205-934-3380 

Fax: 205-975-5200 

Email: rodu@uab.edu 
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This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 


