
 
 
 
 

ECL, the Association of European Cancer Leagues, is pleased to present a few comments on the reflection 
paper “Enabling Good Health for All”, drafted by EU Commissioner for Health, David Byrne. 
  

1. ECL welcomes Commissioner Byrne’s paper, as we strongly believe that positive action in Europe 
should be taken to avoid ill health and to set-up long-term measure to promote good health. Good 
health is indeed key to economic growth and sustainable development and must become a driving 
force behind all policy making both at the EU and the Member States level.  

 
2. ECL agrees that until now in most Member States health expenditure has been viewed as a short 

term cost and not as a long-term investment and that improving health must become an economic 
priority. 

 
3. While the paper rightly shows that the EU loses a lot of money on respiratory diseases and 

cardiovascular diseases, cancer, which is the cause of enormous financial burden, has been largely 
left out of the calculations. 

 
4. Indeed, ECL would like to stress that among health threats, cancer should be considered as a heavy 

disease burden. Cancer is one of the leading causes of morbidity and mortality in Europe, yet this is 
not reflected in the strategy paper, where cancer is barely mentioned at all. While HIV and SARS 
deserve all our attention, this should not prevent continued attention to be given to the fight against 
cancer. Measures in that field should be intensified. 

 
5. The stand on the prevention of lifestyle related diseases linked with obesity or tobacco consumption 

is greatly appreciated, as is the stand that long term investment in prevention will save on future 
treatment costs. However, ECL regrets that no importance has been laid on secondary prevention 
(screening programmes) and tertiary prevention (improving living  treatment conditions for people 
with the disease), which also have a positive economic impact. 

 
6. ECL strongly supports the view that the EU can assist Member States in improving the cost – 

efficiency of health care systems through excellence of good practice and better use of available 
capacity.  

 
7. ECL also believes that the EU has a role to play in spreading prevention good-practices. In 

particular, when it come to smoke-free environment, ECL feels that the EU should encourage 
Member States to follow the Irish example and ban smoking in public places including workplaces. 

 
In general we find the reflection paper an excellent basis for the development of a EU health strategy that will 
help all Member States “make a real shift from a focus on illness to a focus on health, not only through 
information, education and prevention measures, but also through each and every policy impacting on 
health: from better housing, healthier work conditions to a clean environment.” 
 
ECL is looking forward to working with the Commission to achieve this objective. 
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