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The UEHP (European Union of private hospitals) very much welcomes the reflection process for a 
new EU health strategy - “Enabling Good health for all”- promoted by the Commissioner Byrne 
and developed in the complementary text “Partnership for Health Europe” by the DG Health and 
consumer protection. The UEHP is fully involved in the activity of the Health Policy Forum 
working in partnership with the other members and contributing to the health-related Community 
initiatives from an early stage. By consequent, all the UEHP members welcome the opportunity of 
participating in the reflection process.  
  

 The UEHP fully agrees with the perspective, underlined by the Commissioner Byrne and 
detailed within the DG “non paper”, that achieving good health across the EU requires co-
operation between Member States and EU action, both in setting high standards of quality and 
encouraging national governments to strengthen health reforms. 
  

 The UEHP supports the fundamental choice of putting health at the centre of EU policy 
making, in order to address the concerns of European citizens and their expectations for a high 
level of health protection in a coordinated and coherent way. We are fully involved in contributing 
to guarantee the equality of access of the European citizens to high quality services, subjected to 
a specific technical – scientific control evaluating the compliance to predetermined quality 
standards. Quality is an engagement of private health institutions, as it defines their role and 
image within the healthcare systems and with regard to the civil society. 
 

 The private hospital sector shares the viewpoint, that “health is closely intertwined with 
economic growth and sustainable development”. In fact, it is of the greatest importance to 
enhance the effectiveness end efficiency of healthcare systems across Europe, providing a solid 
evidence base for health care management.  
Positioning health as a driver of economic development is necessary in order to overcome a 
wrong perspective, which too often influenced health policy and economics at national level. In fact, 
conceiving health expenditure as a short term cost and not as a long-term investment conditioned 
the approach of national governments. This standpoint strongly oriented the political options, trying 
to balance public budgets through a distorted competition between public and private sector 
As a result, rationalisation of health expenditure turned often into rationing of health services. 
At this regard, the UEHP underlines that the contribution of private sector avoids the unwanted 
event of waiting lists, caused in many European countries by the shortage of services because of 
economical reasons. Private hospital sector increases the opportunities of access, as it takes 
part in the offering of services for the social insurance or for the national healthcare service, 
allowing a better protection of health fundamental right of the individuals and particularly of 
the European citizens.  
The contribution of private entrepreneurship with respect of the public investment is essential in 
order to obtain a sustainable progress, considering also that private hospital sector is an important 
employer and leader in the field of innovation. Capital and human resources investment provided by 
private initiative plays a key role in the provision of care services by adding complementary means 
to national publicly funded care in the completion of the internal market of care services, which is 
a necessary corollary of European citizenship.  
Positioning health as a driver for economic growth, sustainable development and quality of life 
necessarily implies the promoting of the optimal use of resources in health. “Each health euro 



better spent could make a net saving both for individual well – being and for EU economic 
competitiveness”. As it is clarified in the DG “non paper”, what matters is not only the total budget, 
but how effectively it is spent and the outcome in health gains. This aim is concretely reachable 
thanks to optimal managerial conditions, performed by private hospitals. In times of budget 
restrictions, systems and institutions, offering the best quality consistent with the available 
resources, must be supported. Considering the public expenditure for health care services, the 
contribution of private resources allow the State to save capital investment and to impose a tax on 
earnings; moreover private hospital sector play the role of moderator in health expenditure, as they 
ensure the best economic use of resources, through efficient management  and competitiveness in 
quality. A rational and effective allocation of the resources - based on a better use of the 
structural, technological and professional equipment, both public and private - will make 
European Health system able to guarantee a real improvement of the macroeconomic 
situation, as considered necessary.  
 

 By consequent the UEHP strongly supports the two actions suggested within the DG contribute: 
 Gain better understanding (and evidence) of health’s impact on economic growth and 

sustainable development, disseminate evidence and provide guidance to Member States on the 
economic implications of health and illness  

 Assist Member States in improving the cost efficiency of health care systems (through   
exchange of good practice and knowledge and making better use of available capacity). 
Medical treatments cannot be considered in kind, but falls under the rules concerning the free 
movement of services in the Internal Market, according to the last rulings of the European Court of 
Justice. From this point of view an essential condition of the European legislative co - ordination 
will concern the right of access to all providers responding to quality requirements, both public and 
private. In this way the improvement of the national offer will limit, as a matter of fact, the cross -
border demand, whose developments can cause warnings about the stability of some national health  
system, without limiting in principle the right of access to care provided within the Member States. 
 

 Quality standards improvement and efficient use of available capacity are two pillars in 
order to guarantee the same rights to all citizens across Europe an to overcome health 
inequalities. At this regard, the UEHP is honoured to announce the membership of the national 
Associations representing private hospitals in Poland and Hungary, as well as the partnership of 
many others representatives of Eastern countries, in the near future. Their experience will be very 
important in order to verify health inequalities and to make measurable progress in bridging the 
health gaps between Member States in the enlarged EU.  
 

 In this perspective, the UEHP is willing to contribute for reaching the fundamental aim 
proposed by the reflection process: good health for all. As underlined within the mentioned DG 
contribute, it is necessary to take really into consideration that European citizens, when they 
become patients, want to be partners in managing their health and have prompt access to high 
quality care. At this regard they need access to objective, symmetric, widespread information 
about health issues and about available care opportunities, in order to make the right choices. 
The UEHP is ready to contribute as stakeholder to the following objectives, proposed by DG Health: 

 to create partnerships to help European citizens make well-informed choices about their 
health   

 to promote their active participation in the health decision-making process.  
In the health care fields, the right to freely choose the doctor and the hospital is the driving 
force for quality, through the offer of a real alternative set up by a plurality of providers. In 
principle, the right of access to services in all the member States must depend only on the real need 
of the treatment, on and the speed of obtaining it and on the quality guaranteed.  By consequent, it is 



most important the proposed action to taking forward the recommendations of patient mobility 
reflection process. In Europe, the citizens’ right to freedom of choice is a “society choice”. 
 

 In the last part of the DG Health document on “Partnership for Health Europe”, two recent 
Communications of the Commission are mentioned. In the first one (COM 2004-301) the 
Commission has set out proposals in four areas: to enable better use of resources; information for 
patients, professionals and providers; the European contribution to accessible, high quality and 
financially sustainable healthcare; responding to enlargement with investment in health 
infrastructure. The second Communication (COM 2004 -304) proposes extending the open method 
of coordination to healthcare and long-term care as a framework to support national efforts to 
further improve health systems.  
The UEHP welcomes these two important initiatives supporting the process for creating a 
European vision for health systems with health objectives shared by the Member States. In 
this process the UEHP recommends to consult all the stakeholders and not only the officials of the 
EU Health Ministers and the representatives of Governments, responsible for the development of 
national health system. Good governance principles require that any decision in the interest of 
patients cannot be taken, without involving in this process the organizations representing them 
together with the representatives of health professionals and health services providers.  
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