
 -----Original Message----- 
From: Tom Hudson [mailto:rlthudson@eircom.net]  
Sent: Sunday, October 10, 2004 3:31 AM 
To: SANCO REFLECTION HEALTH STRATEGY 
Cc: Louis J Denis; Jack Pais 
Subject: RE: Enabling Good Health for all 
A reflection process for a new EU Health Strategy 
 
Dear Commissioner Byrne, 
 
It is a sad fact that, of the major achievements of public health in European society, the 
extended survival and well-being of its population, has brought new challenges.  An aging 
population is a hardship for those who suffer ill health and increases the burden on pensions 
and health care.   
 
In the majority of European countries prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed 
cancer affecting men beyond middle age. This incidence and also mortality rises with age, 
peaking in the seventh decade. 
 
Standards of Diagnosis and Treatment vary across Europe and attitudes differ.  Information 
about the early detection and awareness of Prostate Cancer available to the public leaves 
much to be desired. 
 
Involved individuals, Support Groups, Patients, Physicians, Urologists, Family members and 
Nurses have joined in the formation of a Man’s international non-profit organization called 
Europa Uomo the European Prostate Cancer Coalition whose objective is to enhance 
men’s action towards achieving control of prostate cancer, facilitate the spread of pertinent 
information and establish the concept of prostate cancer advocacy across Europe. 
 
Europa Uomo welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the “reflections” process and 
enthusiastically supports your statement that ‘Achieving good health is a shared 
responsibility that requires co-operation between the EU, its Member States and its citizens’. 
 
Europa Uomo endorses the feelings expressed in 2. ‘Good health as a shared 
responsibility’, and would respectfully suggest that European citizens need to have reliable 
and user friendly information how to stay in good health and clear unambiguous information 
about their condition and treatment options particularly where this relates to prostate disease 
in general and prostate cancer in particular. 
 
Europa Uomo believes that it is already working towards establishing an active prostate 
cancer partnership across Europe and looks forward to further contributing to the “reflections” 
process as it becomes reality in the development of a European Health strategy in 2005. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tom Hudson 
 
Chairman of Europa Uomo Steering Committee 
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