
 
                     Brussels, 29 September 2004 
          
 
Mr David Byrne, 
Commissioner for Health and Consumer Protection, 
European Commission, 
Rue de la Loi, 200, 
B – 1049 Brussels. 
 
 
Dear Mr Byrne, 
 

Re: A reflection process on EU health policy 
 
Following your launch, on 15th July 2004, of a reflection process on EU health policy, to help shape 
the future EU health strategy, and your request for contributions from interest groups, we would like to 
express our appreciation of the fact you reiterate that “the EU is committed to bringing together all 
health players and building partnerships for health.”  
 
Please now find here below a brief response from The Brewers of Europe: 

- The Brewers of Europe is the voice of the European brewing industry to the European 
institutions and international organisations. Current members are the national brewers’ 
associations of 21 European countries, representing more than ninety percent of the beer 
produced in the EU25. The Brewers of Europe also has close links with other brewers’ 
associations across Europe. 

- The brewing industry is a responsible partner in the process of combatting alcohol misuse, the 
common enemy, and has already been working to confront this issue within individual 
countries for many years; 

- 

- 

- 
- 

- 

Any policies must be evidence-based and balanced, reflecting the fact that there are proven 
benefits of moderate consumption and that across Europe the majority of the millions of adults 
who drink beer do so without causing themselves or others any harm; 
Any positions must take account of the huge diversity of drinking patterns that exist both 
between European countries and also within different countries; 
Education is key to tackling the problem of misuse; 
There now exists a foundation called the European Research Advisory Board (ERAB) which 
was established to fund biomedical and psychosocial research into the effects of beer and 
alcohol. 
As such, we wish to be engaged in dialogue and will continue to be part of the solution. 

 
The Brewers of Europe would kindly request you to take these comments into account in your 
reflection process and look forward to further collaborating with DG SANCO in the future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Piero Perron, President 
 

The Brewers of Europe 
Rue Caroly, 23-25 
B-1050 Brussels, Belgium 
T.V.A. : BE 428 031 108 

Tel +32 2 672 23 92 
Fax +32 2 660 94 02  
info@brewersofeurope.org 
www.brewersofeurope.org 

 



This paper represents the views of its author on the subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission 
and should not be relied upon as a statement of the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission 
does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 


