
 
Enabling Good Health for All: a reflection process for a new EU Health Strategy 
 
The Health Development Agency response 
 
The HDA welcomes this opportunity to be part of the reflection process.  We 
particularly welcome this paper which we feel gives due wait to the wider 
determinants of health and the inequalities agenda, while providing a balance 
between these and lifestyle and health care issues. 
 
The HDA supports the call for multi-sectoral working across levels as the only way 
forward.  We would also suggest highlighting the newer efforts towards horizontal 
working within the Commission. 
 
We support the shared values enshrined in the EU Treaty of ensuring that all 
Community policies contribute to health. For health to be put at the centre of EU 
policy making, we would in particular call for the urgent development of policy 
screening mechanisms, and health impact assessment capacity to be able to meet 
this challenge. In particular we would high-light the example of London Region in 
England where the mayoral strategies have all been subject to health impact 
assessment as part of the development process. 
 
The HDA call for the further identification of the necessary functions and structures 
for a health system which can promote population health as well as one focusing on 
treating disease. The European Union can add value by comparative analysis of the 
effectiveness of national and regional systems for promoting population health. 
 
We would strongly support the role of the EU in creating the policy environment to 
enable healthy lifestyle and discourage unhealthy lifestyles in the general population, 
in particular in terms of tobacco and alcohol control, but also giving due consideration 
to actions at an EU level to create a positive environment for EU consumers to 
choose a healthy, and sustainable diet.  
 
We found the references to inequalities between countries to be extremely useful.  
Data collection in the area of inequalities in health is better in the UK than in many 
other countries, particularly the newer member states.  This may make it appear that 
inequalities is a major concern only in the UK. This may make it appear that 
inequalities is just an issue for us.  We would be very interested in exploring the idea 
of developing a more systematic way of collecting data across the EU, or in 
developing a tool with and for member states to use for this purpose.   This could 
provide a better understanding of the issues within and between countries with 
consequent enhanced opportunities for shared learning. 
 
We are in complete support for the need for networks and shared learning 
opportunities between countries and we look to the Commission for leadership in 
developing and maintaining these 
 
We found the discussion of the economic dimension and impact of health to be most 
interesting.  Much of what is said here has obvious connections with the report by 
Derek Wanless which the HDA had considerable input to.  Building upon this, we 
would like to work further to develop the business case for health promotion and we 
would welcome an opportunity to share ideas in this respect. 
 
Given the strong leadership Commissioner David Byrne has provided to public health 
in Europe, we felt that the questions could have been replaced by statements that 



would provide a clear signpost of the direction of travel.  In that way the learning of 
the last years might be carried forward into the new strategy. 
 
In summary, the HDA welcomes this document and would give complete support to 
this forming the basis of an EU health strategy.  We would be pleased to participate 
in further consultations towards this strategy. 
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