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Communication from the Commission – Consultation regarding Community action on health 
services 

On 26 September 2006, the Commission sent the above Communication for public consultation. 
It contains a series of questions that are all aimed at identifying the views of the Member States 
and other parties on: 

■ the steps that should be taken at Community level to establish a clear legal 
framework for patient mobility; 

■ how Community action can support the development of the health systems in the 
Member States, particularly with a view to establishing a clear European legal 
framework within which cooperation between the health systems can be exploited 
to establish reliable and effective health services of high quality. 

The Danish Pharmaceutical Association would point out that the questions of patient mobility and 
cooperation between the national health systems have already been discussed at EU level – most 
recently in connection with the negotiations on the proposal for a Directive on services in the 
internal market – with the result that the health sector, with the adoption of the Directive on 
12 December 2006, has generally been excluded from the scope of the Directive. It is obviously a 
good idea, therefore, to clarify the legal framework in the sector, but the main point is that there 
has been a policy decision to the effect that the regulation and organisation of the health systems 
in the Member States is a national affair and not a matter for the Community. The starting point 
for further work on the Commission's Communication should therefore be that respect for the 
priorities and objectives of national health policies should continue to provide the framework for 
the development of the health systems in the individual Member States. 

The serious concern for consumer protection, patient safety and health promotion that led to the 
decision to exclude the health sector from the scope of the Services Directive is as crucial as ever. 

The Commission's Communication specifically mentions "e-prescription" as a cross-border 
health service. In the light of the above, it should be made very clear that a service of this kind 
must be compatible with the wish to support the development of reliable and effective national 
health services of high quality (in the pharmaceutical field in this case) and that national health 
considerations and priorities must be respected. 

Yours sincerely, 

[signed] 

Jakob Bjerg Larsen 
Technical adviser, cand. pharm. ph.d. 
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