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1st June 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/foodsafety_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/consumer_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/geninfo/legal_notices_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_bg.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_cs.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_de.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_el.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_es.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_et.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_fi.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_fr.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_it.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_lt.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_lv.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_mt.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_nl.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_pl.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_pt.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_sk.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_sl.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/Documents/gp_smoke_sv.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/life_style/Tobacco/smoke_free_en.print.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/publichealth_en.htm
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SCHER Opinion on indoor

Published for public consultation
Final opinion expected in July 
Three questions 
-risk assessment strategy 
-adequacy of information and data
-identify area of concern
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SCHER opinion on indoor air
pre-adoption

1.To identify a Risk Assessment Strategy to support policy 
taking into account: vulnerable groups and combined 
exposure and cumulative effects of specific air pollutants

Toxicological RA used for chemicals (hazard 
identification, dose- response assessment, exposure assessment 
and  risk characterisation) 

when possible using the paradigm Vulnerable groups 
should be taken into account flexibly (e.g. case-by-case 
approach) 

Combined effects can only seldom be assessed due to 
limitation on data availability and methodology  
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SCHER opinion on indoor air
pre-adoption

2. To identify the adequacy of current information 
and data requirements for filling-in gaps 
(exposure/effect, dose/response relationships, 
existing measurement standards)

Most of the information are on classical 
pollutants. Effects and risk of them are known to 
the extend that strategies to mitigate the 
problems can be created.  

SCHER support the development of health 
based guideline values and other guidance for 
key pollutants to help risk assessment and 
management. 
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Information needs some examples
Need for compilation of existing data:  

• European database of indoor air pollutants and range of their 
concentrations in each Member States; quantification of exposure -
short and long term in different environments

Need for research 

• Identification of main source of pollutants ++
• Emission of chemicals from consumer products ++
• Exposure patterns ++

Gaps in knowledge related primary to health effects

• Effects of combined exposure ++
• Exposure effects relationship in vulnerable groups++
• Contribution of indoor air pollutants to childhood respiratory 

diseases++
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SCHER 3.To identify potential areas of concern in relation to:

specific chemical 
compounds  

Specific chemicals – compounds in the 
Index report 
Radon,   ETS,  particles, lead, 
organophosphate pesticide etc)

household – chemicals 
and other products

Lack of quantitative exposure data on 
emissions, methodology limited

building 
dampness/moisture 
and microbial
growth (moulds, 

bacteria)

Association of adverse health effects with 
dampness and water damage in buildings 
is repeatedly shown in epidemiological 
studies but the causative factors and all 
health effects and consequences are not 
known.  
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Preparing for the next phase 
of the action plan on 

Environment and Health 
with regard to IAQ

Expert working group on Indoor air quality
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working plan for the group

Information to 
the public

Working together 
with MS

Working with 
manufacturers

Coordinate
Commission
activities

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/implement/wp/environment/docs/public.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/implement/wp/environment/docs/public.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/implement/wp/environment/docs/MS.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/implement/wp/environment/docs/MS.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/implement/wp/environment/docs/manufacturers.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/implement/wp/environment/docs/manufacturers.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/implement/wp/environment/docs/coordinate.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/implement/wp/environment/docs/coordinate.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/implement/wp/environment/docs/coordinate.pdf
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Next steps
SCHER 
opinion 

Detailed 
Working 
group action 
plan implement

ation of 
actions

Preparation of 
the next cycle

Mid Sept /Oct  
2007/next 
meeting

July  2007 2010 2010

Sub groups

proposals

August 2007
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Thank you for the attention



This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumer Protection DG and represents the views of its author on the
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of 
the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof.
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