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How we define an indicator?

Indicators are at the crossroads of policy questions and data sets. Indicators
reflect a policy interest as well as a selected set of possibilities in terms of
what can be calculated.

Therefore they will on one hand be justified from the policy side and on the
other hand a short characterisation of the data source will be added.

In general, the following criteria were applied in the selection of the indicators
(derived from the goals of the HMP and the PHP itself):

Comprehensiveness: all aspects of the public health field should be covered.

Meeting user needs: the set should cover the main priorities in public health policies of
the Commission and the Member States.

Being innovative: the set should not just be data-driven, but also indicate development
needs.

Using earlier work: the efforts of international institutions like Eurostat and other
Commission Services, OECD and the WHO-Europe, in defining indicators and standard
variables have been taken on board as much as possible.

Using HMP and PHP results: the results of projects should be included in the list.
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How we define an indicator?

The ECHI (European Community Health Indicators) project was carried out in
the framework of the Health Monitoring Programme and the Community Public
Health Programme 2003-2008.

Objectives of ECHI:

1. Measure health status, its determinants and the trends therein throughout
the Community;

2. Facilitate the planning, monitoring and evaluation of Community
Programmes and actions;

3. Provide Member States with appropriate health information to make
comparisons and support their national health policies.

The result is a list of ‘indicators’ for the public health field arranged according

to a conceptual view on health and health determinants.
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Current legal basis for the developments of Health indicators in the EU
Public Health Policy

The Work Plan for 2005 contains explicit mention to ECHI in his item
2.1.1:

Putting into operation by means of a presentation tool of the European
Community Health Indicators (the “"ECHI short list”)” with collection of related
data; Implementing the ECHI system at national level as a public database
using a public web application.

Improving operational definitions of existing indicators in the "ECHI short
list”, when necessary.

Developing the technical scientific work on EU health indicators in the areas
not yet covered.

Projects focused on specific data sources aimed at improving the
methodological and technical bases for moving to routine data collection.

4
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Future legal basis for the developments of Health indicators in the EU
Public Health Policy

Draft Regulation from the Council and the Parliament (developed by Eurostat) creating a
statistical framework for data collection on health and safety at work in some areas
(health status, causes of death, health care). It should be a ‘umbrella regulation’ to be

developed via Commission Regulations.

DG SANCO will elaborate during 2006/2007 proposals for Communication / Working
Papers about the improvement of mechanisms to report health as e.g. The European
Health Survey System (EHSS), The Hospital Activity Information System, The System of
Health Accounts, etc.

Direct contract agreement with OECD for developments in several areas e.g. Indicators
on Health Quality, Data collection on Primary Care, etc.

For the period 2007/2013 a new Health and Consumer Protection Programme should
replace the existing Public Health Programme (if approved by the Council and the
Parliament). Additional budgetary resources (?).

In absence of Public Health legal basis in the Treaties (and in the Constitution draft) to

use the consumers protection legal basis plus the statistical basis could be a solution.
5
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Sets of indicators in the EU Public Health Policy

National indicators:
ECHI (European Community Health Indicators)

Sub-national indicators:
ISARE (Indicateurs de Santeé dans les Régions de I'Europe)

Urban and rural indicators:
Projects submitted for the first time on Work Plan 2005

Structural indicators:
Healthy Life Years and others (?)

Others:
Indicators on Social Protection
Sustainable Development Indicators
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How we will to disseminate the indicators?

To disseminate the ‘European Community Health Indicators’ it's the public
development of the ECHI project.

It will be done using three different tools with common presentation:

I. A part of the DG SANCO Web Site ‘Dissemination of Information and data’
(available in different phases since June 2005)

II. A user friendly download application implemented in the DG SANCO web
site (available since July 2005)

III. A fonctionality in the EU Health Portal (available in 2006)
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How we will to disseminate the indicators?

The ‘European Community Health Indicators Database’ (ECHI-DB) will be a
public development of the ECHI project. It will be a user friendly application
implemented in the DG SANCO web site and permitting the following:

An easy online or a download database access to the general public and experts
An easy access to all the definition of the indicators in his technical/statistical aspects

An easy access to all the related DG SANCO documentation projects as well as political
justification for the inclusion of the indicator on the list

An easy access to all other external sources related to the indicator estimated as useful
by the Health Information Unit.



V’_?

1T

Health & Consumer Protection
Directorate-General

EURDFEAN COMMISRION

How we will to disseminate the indicators?

A part of the DG SANCO Web Site '‘Dissemination of Information and
data’ (available in different phases since June 2005)

The content is an integral approach based on:

-The EU action for the the improvement of methods for collecting
information: DG SANCO Projects, Eurostat Projects, RTD
Projects, others ...

- The answers to the need and definition of indicators gqs defined or
developed by ECHI and the DG SANCO Projects or others

The existing statistical data for ECHI with Eurostat as the main
source

- A continuous improving and consensual discussion on the Working
Party Health Indicators
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How we will to disseminate the indicators?

A part of the DG SANCO Web Site '‘Dissemination of Information and data’
(available in different phases since June 2005)

EUROPA - Public alth - Home ge - Microsoft ed by European Co
Fil= Edit Wieww Faworites Tools Help g-
A ] T = ﬂ
e Back — @ = ¢ EHE \::j “?/\r Fawvorites @ e = C
Address @ http:ffeuropa.eu.inkfcommyhealthfindex. html Links

IMPORTAHT LEGAL HOTICE:The information on this site issubject to a disclaimer and a copyright notice.

Public Health

OPA>-European Commissiol G Health and Consumer Protection:

at's new? | Subscribe | Site map | Index

Ouearview of Programme Health Threats to Health Enlargerment International Rislk

Health policy ZOO3-Z00S Infarmation health determinants cooperation FAssassment

Overall mission =
Risk Assessment

Together with the Member States, the European Union aims to protect and promote
the health of its citizens ... »
SARS
fluenza B
European Community Health Indicators

Markos Kyprianou
Special Topics

Health Reports

— [Spoeches |
». Fead more
EU Health Forum The Executive Agency for the Public Health Programme begins its recruitment m
Communicable

P
Diseases

u £23
. Resdmere
HWIAIDS

> - Key documents
Rare Diseases

Launch of the "HELP" anti-smoking advertising Campaign Legal documemts
Other Diseases

Injury Prevention > resd more | | [
P ——

@ fcommyfhealthfph_threatsfhuman_substanceforgans_en.htm
i start

Local inktranet




‘2 EUROPA - Public Health - Health Information - Dissemination of health information and data - EC - Microsoft Internet Explorer p

File Edit W%iew Favorites Tools  Help ﬁ'
. A | . B o .
Q- O W @& G Frroww @ 2 B - 1
Address |@ http:fieuropa, eu.int/comm/health/ph_information)disseminationjechifechi_en.htm V| Go Links
IMPORTANT LEGAL HOTICE:The information on this site iz zubject to a disclaimer and a copyright notice. ~
Public Health English
UROPA>European Commission~DG Health and Consumer Protection>Public Health Contact | Search
hat's new? | Subscribe | Stemap | Index
Owerview of Programre Health Threats to Health Enlargement International Rizk
Health policy 2003-2008 Infarrmation health deterrmminants cooperation Assessrent
Health Information * Dissemination of health information and data
related tao __
ECHI Health Information
. . . . . | Speeches
The ECHI (European Community Health Indicators) project was carried out in the framewaork of the Health
Monitoring Programme and the Community Public Health Programme 2003-20028, The resultis a list of | Press Release
‘indicators’ for the public health field arranged according to a conceptual view on health and health
determinants. | » Events
. T . . . - Publications
In general, the following criteria were applied in the selection of the indicators: I ’
Links
Comprehensiveness: all aspects of the public health field should be covered,
| ey documents
Meeting user needs: the set should cover the main pricrities in public health policies of the Commission
and the Member States, | Legal documents
o . . . L | Projects
Being innovative: the set should not just be data-driven, but also indicate development needs,
uUsing earlier work: the efforts of international institutions with Eurostat and other Commission Services
as main providers, but also OECD and the WHO-Europe, in defining indicatars and standard variables have
been taken on board as much as possible,
Using Health Monitoring Programme and Public Health Programme results: the results of projects
should be included in the data where appropriate,
Indicators are at the crossroads of policy questions and data sets, Indicators reflect a policy interest as
will as a selected set of possibilities in terms of what can be calculated, Therefore they will on one hand be
justified from the policy side and on the other hand a short characterisation of the data source it's added.
W
@ fcommfhealth)ph_determinants/life_stylefalcohal_en.htm ‘:J Local intranet

I
ig Start ) - Microsaft Qu, .. ™ Sth NCA meeting - 5... [<] Microsaft PowerPain. ..




2} FUROPA - Public Health - Health Information - Dissemination of health information and data - EC - Microsoft Internet Explorer p

. Population below poverty line Legal documents

Projects

File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools  Help a'
N A e . T .
Qo+ © X @G Srroms @ 2 B -3
Address
[ Il
. . . . . lated -
ECHI : Demographic and Socio-economics factors indicators TR T .
ECHI . | Speeches
Demographics and 1. Population by gender/age
suciu-e-:_:un_umi-::s 2. age dependency ratio | Press Release
RS TETES 3. Crude Birth rate | « Events
Health status indicators 4. Mother's age distribution (teenage pregnancies, aged mothers) | v Publications
5. Fertility rate | Tk
6. Population projections s
Determinants of health 7. Total unemplayment | Key documents
indicators 8 |

Health interventions:
health services
indicators

1. Population by gender/age

Data are provided by Eurostat and the US Bureau of the Census and are calculated as the number of inhahitants of
a given area on 1 January of the year in question (or, in some cases, on 31 December of the previous year). The
population is based on data from the most recent census adjusted by the components of population change
produced since the last census, or based on population registers.

Wihen available, click on I to show a graph of the indicator.
See Total Population

See Percentage of population by age

See Proportion of population aged 55 and over (% of population)
See Woamen per 100 men

See Population change per 100 inhabitants

@ ‘:J Local inkranet

2} EUROPA - Public Hea. .,




Queen detail - Microsoft Internet Explorern provided by European Commission

File  Edit Wiew Favaorites Tools  Help

n

@Back = \J |ﬂ @ ;j ‘-;:(’Faw:urites ﬁ‘} :_; E - ﬂ

Address |@h| http:ffepp. eurostat, cec.eu.int/portal/page?_pageid=1996, 321409358 _dad=portald:_schema=PORTAL&screen=detailref#language=entproduct=Yearlies_new_populationgyc » ‘ Go Lirks

A
Life expectancy at birth
(years)
The mean number of years that a newborn child can expect to live if subjected throughout his life to the current mortality conditions (age specific probahilities
of dying).
For more information... ==2]
1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
HUH Males 1
EU (25 countries) 722®  723® 725®  7ag® 7320 7as® 7350 73g® 7ag ) a7 @ 7450
EU {15 countries) 733 734 738 734 742 746 745 749 7550 g57iEl 75 giE)
Euro-zone 732 733 737 734 741 745 745™  749® 754 757 ® g5 ®
Belgium 73 730 @2 754 ) 754 F) 725® 741 F2 743 T4.4 746 744 751
Czech Republic B5.4 £9.2 B9.5 B9.7 70.4 705 714 714 7 724 724 720
Denmark 725 726 727 727 731 T3 739 74.2 745 747 748 744
Germany 726 727 734 733 736 740 745® 747 750 756 754® 755
Estonia B35 626 61.0 £1.9 B4.7 64.8 B45 B5.5 655 £4.9 65.3 :
Greece 747 75.0 75.2 75.0 751 756 7540 75.5 755 7540 pa® g4 @)
Spain 7348 739 743 743 744 75.0 7541 751 757 75g@®) 755 gropiE
France 732 73.3 737 734 741 74P 74g® 750 753 755 755® 75E
Ireland 727 T2E T30 724 731 @ 755 ) 754 T34 734 4T 752 :
ttaly 74.0 74.4 745 74.9 753 757 757 76.1 786 Ter®  wEs® g ®
Cyprus 745 : : 753 : 750 753 753 : 761 & :
Latvia 627 GG 59.3 B0.3 B3.3 £4.2 B35 64.7 B5.0 4.3 B43 G55
Lithuania £4 3 £3.2 624 B33 B4 7 B5.5 BED .4 BE .5 6.0 BES g3 @
Luxemnbourg 7159 72.2 732 73.0 733 741 737 T4 748 75.2 748
Hungary B4 5 B4.5 B4.3 B5.3 B .4 B A .4 B7 4 B4 B4
Malta 730 747 749 7449 749 7449 744 751 763 76 753 3
@ Done ‘ﬂ Local inkranet
———— :

| © Inbox-Mic... | ™ SthNCAm.. | Bl ECHIDatab... | G Lishon




2 hitp:#Heuropa.eu.int/fcomm/health/ph_information/dissemination/echifechi_16_en. pdf - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by Eur,

File  Edit Wiew Favarites Tools  Help |1.'
e Back - \_/] |ﬂ @ _ h L\E::'f Favarites ﬁ‘l L____F —=%
Address |$Ej httpsffearopa, eu.intfcomm/health/ph_information/dissemination/echifechi_16_en, pdf b | Go Lirks
Save s Copy (| Print Ch_l Email ﬁ Search \‘-”J‘ | ]:T] Select Text - i_:j: @\ - ._l‘l |:| | |:| ‘ = 121% - @ alla % £
i
o -
=
£ O
DS:I '] { EUROPEAN COMMISSION
7 ""*1”'\._':\ i HEALTH & CONSUMER PROTECTION DIRECTORATE-GEMERAL
o . Directorate C - Public Health and Risk Assessment
2 C2 - Health information
b
&
(5]
d Acute care hospital beds per 100 000 inhabitants 3
w
% 993 To05 To06 LT -I To08 T99% -I 2000 2001 2002 20
y EU 25 4920 480,58 4?5,6 4597 450.6 4417 4306 4249 4198
® EU 15 459 1 4510 447 1 432 4 424 2 M7 407 5 4018 400, 7
= Belgium ) ) ) : : : 446.8 440.1 4386
- Czech R. 4798 466,3 4613 457.0 4513 442 2 437 8 i : :
Denmark 7902 32,7 T05,7 7031 6867 653,59 540,8 535,0 B535,7 6447
Germany 36592 3954 377 4 368,77 358.9 352.0 347 2 340.,8 : :
Estonia 7003 6925 6749 6596 650,95 6448 G367 627 6 :
Greece 6506 638,8 5873 5919 581.3 555,3 5281 5181 449 4
Spain 395,2 389,7 3954 3932 3917 3883 3873 Z :
France 3112 303,59 3011 296.,5 294 5 2913 2872 2833 : :
Ireland 4690 4587 446 8 4338 4463 4361 4270 4157 4075 400.0
Italy 320,0 3224 3209 313,6 307 .5 302.4 3024 3024 302,56 :
Cyprus o623 252,6 8722 521.8 496.0 452 5 434 4 437 4 :
Latvia 3630 366,4 3665 3652 3621 358.7 3704 3691 4005 :
Lithuania 9887 903,29 7149 674.8 6500 6327 090 5738 258.9 995,7)
Luxembourg 897.8 871.4 836,45 41,59 668 4 6432 6250 6254 602,59 :
Hungary 7386 518,68 609,58 6026 596.6 5892 722 8679 o61.4 2
‘|> 20‘1988 x‘é;‘;‘;ﬂll:m T T TE o Eata I B | crT C [l s B =t Bl s 7 [ a W B i - . Oy
Tof ) =
@ Diore: “-_g Local intranet

14 start 7§ hetp:fjeuropa.... | ) Inbox - Micros.., | ™% SthNCAmesti,.. | B§ ECHIDatabas.. | (J§ Lishon EMCDD... | 1j 2 Microsoft ...




1,/_?

b/

Health & Consumer Protection
Directorate-General

EURDFEAN COMPMISSION

How we will to disseminate the indicators?

A part of the DG SANCO Web Site '‘Dissemination of Information and
data’ (available in different phases since June 2005)

First Phase (June 2005)

Browse the themes

1. Data collection of the European Community Health indicators (ECHI)

1. See the data from the first set of ECHI indicators
Demographic and socio-economic factors
Health status
3. Determinants of health
4. Health interventions: health services
2. Future developments of data in the ECHI list
1. The new Working Party on Health Indicators
2. The ECHI second set of mdicators
3. The ECHI long list
3.  Downloading or consulting on-line the ECHI database
2. Data collection on health indicators at sub-national level
1. The ISARE (Indicateurs de Santé dans les Eégions de I'Europe) Project
2. Health regional data i Eurostat
3. The WHO Regions for Health Network
3. Data collection on Sustainable Development Indicators
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How we will to disseminate the indicators?

A part of the DG SANCO Web Site '‘Dissemination of Information and
data’ (available in different phases since June 2005)

First Phase (June 2005)

Browse the themes

1. Data collection of the European Community Health indicators (ECHI)

1. See the data from the first set of ECHI indicators
Demographic and socio-economic factors
Health status
3. Determinants of health
4. Health interventions: health services
2. Future developments of data in the ECHI list
1. The new Working Party on Health Indicators
2. The ECHI second set of mdicators
3. The ECHI long list
3.  Downloading or consulting on-line the ECHI database
2. Data collection on health indicators at sub-national level
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3. Data collection on Sustainable Development Indicators

—t

[

16



\Villy

' .

Health & Consumer Protection
Directorate-General

ELRDFEAN COMMISSION

How we will present the data on ECHI-DB?
It will be the combination of three technologies:

1. The DPS (Data Presentation System) software developed for WHO-
Europe for his database ‘Health for All’. This data software, which we
will use with the WHO Permission. The interface permits to select the

parameters according to three dimensions:

Indicators: for which is the ECHI list used and expanded permitting to break
the indicator by sex or/and age when necessary as well as in absolute
figures or ratios (by population, currencies, etc.)

Countries: Including the 25 Member Sates plus the EEA and the Candidate
Countries

Years: Variable according to indicator.

17
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2. The second element of ECHI-DB is the definition of indicators. For this
purpose the facility ‘Definitions’ in the same DPS software will be used.
Definitions to be used will be those currently stored in the application
ICHI (International Compendium of Health Indicators).

2 ICHI-2 home page - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by European Commission >
File Edit ‘View Fawvorites Tools  Help -
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Search indicators

User windowvss

Hyperlinks to organisations
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ECHI = European Community Health Indicators project.
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3. The third element of the ECHI-DB is the description and justification
of the indicator from a scientific, a statistical and a methodological point
of view as well as the political justification of the indicator when it's
supported by EC texts.

All this information will be presented in an ‘Indicator sheet’ which will present
all the indicators related information. As example we can take some
morbidity indicators:

21
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Audistic Spectrum
Disorders

Alzheimer diseases and
other dementia

Cancer

Cardiovascular
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Chronic obstructive
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Heurodegenerative,
neurodevelopment and
non-psychiatric brain
diseases

Oral health
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Information sheets

Asthma

Alzheimer disease and other dementias

Dermentia is a decline in mental ability that usually progresses slowly, in which rmermaory, thinking, and
judgerment are impaired, and personality may deteriorate. It usually develops slowly, and affects mainly
those aged over 60, It is one of the most important causes of disahility in the elderly; with the increasing
proportion of the elderly in many populations, the number of dementia patients will rise also. The most
common causes of dementia in EU are alzheimer’'s disease (about S0-70% of cases), the successive
strokes which lead to multi-infarct dementia (about 30%); other causes are Pick's disease, Binswanger's
diseases, Lewy-Body dementia and others,

These standardised diagnosis criteria are consistently implemented by standardised instruments, e.q., the
Cambridge Mental Disorders of the Elderly Examination (CAMDEX) administrated by health professionals is
related to both IC510 and DSM Iv,

The European Commission is aware of the importance of the social and health impact associated with
Slzheimer and other dementias This is the reason for which the Work Plan for 2005 B e for the
implermentation of the programme of Community action in the field of public health (2003-20082), includes a
specific reference to the need of information and definition of indicators on the prevalence, treatments,
risk factors, risk reduction strategies, cost of illness and social support as well as what constitutes a
“healthy brain lifestyle” related to alzheimer disease (aD) and other dementias.

Browse the Theme

To know more about Alzheimer prevalence
» EU actions on information on Alzheimer and other dementias

* where to look for EU or other European dementia data or activities?
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This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumer Protection DG and represents the views of its author on the
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of
the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof.
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