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Health and environment projects Health and environment projects 
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Working ProcessWorking Process
Implementation and development in parallel: building on 
the work done while expanding to new developments 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Development of methodology,Development of methodology,
IT solutions for EHIS elements:IT solutions for EHIS elements:
e.g. indicatorse.g. indicators

RealReal--life application:life application:
assessments and indicatorassessments and indicator--basedbased
reportingreporting
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• Period:Period: Oct 2002 –Sept 2004

• Partners:Partners: 12 EU MS

• Proposed EH indicator methodologyProposed EH indicator methodology

Development of EH Indicators for EU CountriesDevelopment of EH Indicators for EU Countries
(ECOEHIS)(ECOEHIS)

(SPC 2002300 EC DG(SPC 2002300 EC DG SancoSanco))

Policy/ regulatory context

Reporting obligations

17 EHI ready for implementation
☺ 2 of them in ECHI short list
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• Work Packages:
1. Info needs of policies
2. Update core set of indicators (focus: CHILDREN)
3. Info retrieval and collection
4. Networking
5. Health Impact Assessment
6. Analysis and reporting

Implementing Environment and Health Implementing Environment and Health 
Information System in Europe (ENHIS)Information System in Europe (ENHIS)

• Period of implementation: 1 Nov 2004 – 30 Oct 2005
• WHO/ECEH and 12 partner institutions from: Austria, Czech Rep, 

Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Netherlands, Poland, Romania,
Spain (ASPB, ISCIII), UK (+EC JRC)

(SPC 2003112 EC DG Sanco)
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IT toolsIT tools

Methodological Methodological 
guidelinesguidelines

IndicatorsIndicators

FactFact--sheets, reportsheets, report

Data retrievalData retrieval

Policy inventoryPolicy inventory
HIA info needsHIA info needs

Update CSI

Define HIADefine HIA

Info base settingInfo base setting

Policy info 
needs

Data

Information

Assessments

Networking & exchangeNetworking & exchange

System operationSystem operation
Reporting/
packaging

Products & Products & 
services services 
(pilot)

IT toolsIT tools
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ENHIS outputs (2005)ENHIS outputs (2005)

Data Warehouse (modules)Data Warehouse (modules)

• Time & country coverage: 1999-2004 
(last 5 yrs); ENHIS partners

• Retrieval from international publicly
available databases (EEA, Eurostat, …)

EH Indicators (>10 core for ca. 10 countries) EH Indicators (>10 core for ca. 10 countries) 

• Interactive Web access (pilot WWW, info tree) 
• Indicator calculation (country x year) & presentation

WWWWWW
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ENHIS outputs (contENHIS outputs (cont’’d):d):

• HIA of outdoor air pollution in general population
& children and an assessment for drinking water 

‘‘AddedAdded’’ EH information: analyses & assessmentsEH information: analyses & assessments

• Across countries and time trends, position vs. ‘reference’

• Integrate information on upstream determinants
(e.g. air pollutant emissions)
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Contextual information  => factContextual information  => fact--sheetssheets

Evidence

Policy

Policy inventory

WHO Thematic 
networks 

ENHIS outputs (contENHIS outputs (cont’’d):d):
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ENHIS outputs (contENHIS outputs (cont’’d):d):
9 Methodological guidelines for indicators generation

and preparation of reports in the MS

9 Methodology for NEW indicators to monitor CEHAPE 

Final meetingFinal meeting ((BilthovenBilthoven, Netherlands, 29, Netherlands, 29--30 Sept 200530 Sept 2005):  ):  

To review the project products: health impact assessments; 
fact-sheets; approach to policy analysis; methodological 
guidelines for system operation, and the examples of reporting 
indicators and information diffusion. 
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Challenges, some lessonsChallenges, some lessons

Better interaction with the NCA (feedback, adjustments) => 
possible task of the H-E Working Party.

Development of IT solutions - ‘real-life’ applications needs a 
better exchange among the projects/ activities to benefit 
from the created tools.

Networking/maintaining links and building capacities in the 
MS is very important and needs dedicated resources. 

Automatic access to data variables (vs. indicators) is 
necessary; establishment of mechanisms for it.  
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Establishment of Environment and Health Establishment of Environment and Health 
Information System supporting policyInformation System supporting policy--makingmaking

(ENHIS(ENHIS--2)2)

• Co-sponsored by EC DG Sanco
• Period of implementation: 1 Nov 2005 – 30 Oct 2007
• WHO/ECEH and 22 partner institutions from 18 MS (+EC JRC)

• Core EHI updated with children’s EH indicators; 
country coverage expanded.  

Outputs (2007)Outputs (2007)
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• Building the EH information technical infrastructure:

* fully-fledged data retrieval;
* meta-data base and data quality control;
* incorporating the HFA DPS;
* analysis and reporting;
* dissemination - ‘portal’ prototype.

• => ‘seamless’ system interlinking indicators, fact-sheets,
underpinning analyses & data, and WWW publishing.

ENHISENHIS--2 outputs (2 outputs (contcont’’dd))



WHO European WHO European CentreCentre for Environment and Healthfor Environment and Health

ENHISENHIS--2 outputs (2 outputs (contcont’’dd))

• Health impact assessment of indoor air pollution  & noise;

expanding outdoor air pollution and drinking water

assessments to all participating countries  

• Inventory of EH policies created => review of policy

information needs   
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Thank youThank you

http://www.euro.who.int/EHindicators

DDA@ecehbonn.euro.who.int

http://www.euro.who.int/ehindicators
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Environment and Health Information Systems

Reporting & 
dissemination

Indicators Assessments

Knowledge base Policy review

QRA / HIA

Evidence  review

Data
 ge
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This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumer Protection DG and represents the views of its author on the 
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of 
the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data 
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof. 
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