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Update since last meeting

• 15 April – close of consultation

• 13 May - Impact Assessment considered by 
IAB

• 25 June – Resubmission to Impact Assessment 
Board



Structure of presentation

• Results of consultation

• Summary of current situation on HI action in 
the EU

• Actions in preferred option being considered by 
IAB

• Next steps



Consultation

• 148 requests sent

• 125 replies

• 13 from Member States

• 52 European umbrella organizations

• CoR, ECDC, CEN

• SPC,  EU Ex Group,  EU health policy forum



Are health inequalities a problem ?

• Yes

• Gaps large and expected to get wider

• Wider gaps within new member states



EU added value ?

• None - as mainly related to health care 
(minority view)

• Data collection, agenda setting, funding

• Exchange of good practice, leadership

• Policies – working conditions, environment, 
employment, pharma, food safety, Lisbon, 
health in all policies.



EU action - 1

• Communication

• White paper

• Council recommendation

• Stakeholder platform

• OMC, policy coordination

• Health inequality impact assessment

• Indicators, research,



EU action - cont

• Structural funds – support to use them more 
effectively

• SF for primary health care, data collection,  
health impact assessment, housing

• Research – new MS priorties



EU action Measurement and monitoring

• Indicators – eg a health inequalities index

• Better data comparability between MS

• Coordinate with WHO and avoid burdens on MS

• Targets and milestone – yes and no



target groups

• Migrants and ethnic minorities

• Roma

• Children

• Gender dimension – women,  men

• Disabled



Summary of current situation on health 
inequalities action

• Health inequalities wide and getting wider

• Policy priority in many MS and in EU

• Some examples of highly developed intersectoral 
approaches

• Mechanisms for awareness raising and information 
exchange at EU level,

• Common objective and policy review process – Social 
Protection Committee

• Some EU Research and Health programme support

• Some Structural funds health elements



Problems with current actions ? 

• policy priority varies widely
• Lack of explicit and effective initiatives  - due partly to 

lack of knowledge of effectiveness, lack of awareness
• Lack of monitoring system
• Lack of Health in All Policy Approach, due partly to lack 

of mechanisms to assess equity impact of policies
• Opportunities for information sharing and policy 

coordination between MS not fully utilised
• Stakeholder engagement weak
• Opportunities to use structural funds for health not taken 

up fully – due partly to other reasons above.



Draft Impact Assessment

• Purpose of IA

• Process



General Objectives

• to support and complement the efforts 
of Member States and stakeholders 
and mobilise EU policies towards 
reducing health inequalities 



Specific objectives
• Raise awareness, promote information, best-practice 

exchange and policy coordination and advocate the 
tackling of health inequalities as a policy priority;.

• Improve data availability and mechanisms to 
measure, monitor and report on HI across the EU and 
improve the knowledge base on causes and the 
evidence base for action.

• Develop the contribution of relevant EU policies
towards reducing inequalities in health, including  a 
specific focus on vulnerable groups and third countries. 



Options for action

• 1. Continue current activities, no new initiative 

• 2. Communication: Awareness, data, EU policies 

• 3. Recommendation + stronger efforts to 
enhance EU policy priorities related to health 
inequalities. 



New actions – overall policy

• A) Communication

• b) consider reduction of health inequalities as an 
objective in the next Lisbon strategy.

• c) new terms of reference for EU Expert Group on SDH -
feed into the work of the SPC and the Council WPPH.

• d) mechanism (forum) for bringing social partners and 
other relevant stakeholders together at European level

• e) stimulate a reflection on targets for improvements in 
health status and narrowing of health inequalities.



New – information, research and monitoring

• a) Develop a consistent methodology for measuring and monitoring 
differences in health between social groups, Member States regions at 
the level of the EU using data provided to EUROSTAT.  

• b) Feasibility study on the further indicators and collection of health 
data by, socio-economic status and geographic dimension (e.g. 
regions) at EU level; 

• c) Improve availability and comparability of health data collected at 
national level by implementing and analysing EU-SILC and EHIS 
surveys and regulations on public health statistics.  Improving data 
comparability with other international datasets (e.g. WHO, OECD)

• d) Orient EU research programme towards closing knowledge gaps 

• e) Propose inclusion of research on the reduction of health inequalities 
in the work plans of relevant EU agencies

• f) publish report on progress in addressing health inequalities by 
2012, further reports in three to five years.  



New actions –EU policies

• Reinforce rural development support and School 
Milk Scheme and School Fruit Scheme. 

• H & S forum on health and restructuring in 2010 

• Mechanism for health inequality audit 

• Health inequality audits of EU activities 

• Increasing contributions to health inequality 
reduction in other EU policies



New actions – Use of structural funds

• review how existing EU Structural Funds investments could 
be better used to address health inequalities (WG+stars)

• Develop the assessment of the impact of the structural 
funds on health inequality

• Encourage Member States to make greater use of health 
indicators in the assessment of operational programmes,

• Improve Member States' capacity in health e.g.  guidance 
on use of  funds for health care infrastructure (ERDF) and     
training on social determinants and the social gradient in 
health (ESF),  



New actions – vulnerable groups

• Migration follow up on the 2007 Council Conclusions on Health 
and Migration through more EU funded research, better data 
collection, establishment of a network of national experts on 
health and migration, disseminating best-practices; 

• ROMA add reducing health inequalities to 2010 Roma summit 
and platform for Roma inclusion and develop initiative with MS, 
to promote health and address inequalities for migrant and 
ethnic minority groups including Roma. 

• Improve synergies between Commission Services
(SANCO, EMPL, JLS, AGRI, REGIO) that monitor access to basic 
goods and services which impact on health (shelter, water, 
sanitation, healthcare, etc.) 

• focus on reducing health inequalities in 2010 EY Against 
Poverty + in proposal for EY on active ageing 2012, 

• increase focus on reducing health inequalities in EU activities 
on the health of children and young people. 



New actions - global

• input to the development cooperation work on poverty 
and health and work on developing social protection in 
health care in developing countries, 

• create a tool for assembling and disseminating good 
practices on social determinants of health and health 
inequalities; 

• support for joint work with WHO and other international 
organizations to take forward recommendations of WHO 
Commission on Social Determinants of Health and 

• pursue EU global health agenda in EU Health Strategy; 

• make full use of this policy for sector policy dialogue on 
health inequalities in European Neighbourhood Policy. 



Next steps

• Get  impact assessment board approval

• Commission interservice consultation

• Commission approval

• Transmission to Council and Parliament



This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumers DG and represents the views of its author on the
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of 
the Commission's or Health & Consumers DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof.
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