
1) Which of the two approaches suggested in Section IV would be more desirable in 
terms of its scope for smoke-free initiative: a total ban on smoking in all enclosed 
public spaces and workplaces or a ban with exemptions granted to selected 
categories of venues? Please indicate the reason(s) for your choice.  

 
I am for a total ban. In the scheme introduced in Spain the exception is more common 
than the rule, with unfortunate results. In workplaces where the ban is total the compliance 
rate is quite high. However, in the catering and hospitality sector, where the exception is 
the norm, there are high levels of non-compliance, arbitrary interpretations, abuses of the 
scheme, etc. 
For the sake of the health of waiters, for the protection of children, pregnant women and 
the entire non-smoking population in general, and because it saves money, all enclosed 
public spaces should be smoke-free.  
 
 
2) Which of the policy options described in Section V would be the most desirable 
and appropriate for promoting smoke-free environments? What form of EU 
intervention do you consider necessary to achieve the smoke-free objectives?  
 
 
What we need is clear and firm legislation that leaves no room for subjective 
interpretations. A total ban is the only way to achieve this. The European Union should 
adopt Directives which the Member States should obey. 
Smoking cessation programmes should also be set up to help smokers wanting to quit, and 
there should be awareness campaigns to draw attention to the harmfulness of 
environmental tobacco smoke for passive smokers and the benefits of clean air. 
 
 
3) Are there any further quantitative or qualitative data on the health, social or 
economic impact of smoke-free policies which should be taken into account?  
 
The overriding consideration in any new legislation should be the protection of citizens' 
health. If smoking is banned in all enclosed public places without exception it will not be 
necessary to evaluate economic data, as all establishments will be competing on a level 
playing field. Not like the situation in Spain at the moment, where there is comparative 
discrimination between establishments depending on their size (number of square metres), 
location and  type of activity. 
As for social effects, these would only be positive. Smokers could still frequent the same 
establishments, exercising their right to step outside and smoke in the open air, while we 
non-smokers could enjoy real smoke-free relaxation with no threat to our health.  
 
 
4) Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the Green Paper?  
 
I would like to see adopted as soon as possible a European Directive banning smoking and 
protecting us all. 
 
 
 
Signed:  Ana Chas 
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