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Questions  
 
1) Which of the two approaches suggested in Section IV would be more desirable in 
terms of its scope for a smoke-free initiative: a total ban on smoking in all enclosed 
public spaces and workplaces or a ban with exemptions granted to selected categories of 
venues? Please indicate the reason(s) for your choice. 
 
I think it is better to have a total ban on smoking in all public spaces and workplaces 
without exception. In all public spaces (bars, restaurants, discotheques, etc) there are 
people who have to be there for work reasons (waiters, cooks, etc.) and it would be 
discrimination against such workers if smoking were allowed in a given public space, as 
they would be forced to endure tobacco smoke for many hours a day. It therefore follows 
that, in order to be consistent in protecting the health of all, smoking should be banned in 
all public spaces.  
 
2) Which of the policy options described in Section V would be the most desirable and 
appropriate for promoting smoke-free environments? What form of EU intervention do 
you consider necessary to achieve the smoke-free objectives? 
 
I think that all the measures proposed are good, but should be applied in the following 
order, starting with voluntary measures. Anti-smoking campaigns, information measures 
on what effect tobacco has on health, information on measures to be taken to protect the 
health of citizens (total ban on smoking in all public spaces) and raising awareness that in 
the near future (within one or two years) there will be European legislation regulating 
tobacco consumption. After a while, coordination measures could be taken on the 
exchange of information between Member States to say that legislation has been 
introduced and how and to what extent it has been implemented, and information could 
also be exchanged on the level of restrictions imposed on the consumption of tobacco in 
public spaces, remembering here too that the day is fast approaching when there will be 
legislation imposing minimum anti-smoking regulations. The next stage is the 
implementation of European legislation establishing minimum regulations on the 
consumption of tobacco: no smoking in public spaces and the introduction of penalties 
and fines, seeking the cooperation of the Member States in applying these provisions, 
with public surveys of the population on the level of compliance, inspections at national 
and European level, a rapid response to complaints, and fines being imposed on Member 
States which do not apply the regulations properly. Once this legislation has been 
implemented, the EU can maintain the status quo and continue to provide information on 
the damage done by tobacco, not with the aim of protecting all citizens, because this has 
already been done by the proposed legislation, but to make smokers aware of how 
tobacco affects their health, accompanied by measures and plans on how to stop 
smoking.  
 
3) Are there any further quantitative or qualitative data on the health, social or economic 
impact of smoke-free policies which should be taken into account?  
 
The most important thing is the health of citizens, especially when tobacco seriously 
damages the health of those who decide not to consume it, but are forced to do so at their 
places of work, entertainment, etc. The key point is to be quite clear that, in an enclosed 



area where there is a public gathering, when someone smokes this does harm to those 
who do not, so it is important to have the vision to ban smoking in all enclosed public 
spaces in order to preserve public health. Once this has been achieved, we can look into 
other points and the impact of non-smoking policies.  
 
4) Do you have any other comments or suggestions on the Green Paper?  
 
Whilst the European Union tends to have a more abstract vision of its members when 
coming up with the notion of us all being "citizens of Europe", and this concept is used to 
try and harmonise regulations and laws (as has already happened with the single 
currency), we must bear in mind that, when it comes to smoking, there are huge 
differences in attitudes about compliance with legislation and educating smokers, 
depending on the country we live in. Ireland and Italy have a total ban on smoking, and 
this is respected. In Spain, where I live, compliance is very poor; it is neither respected 
nor enforced, and smokers are not well enough informed to refrain from smoking in the 
presence of children, babies, in hospitals, on public transport or in educational 
establishments.  
 
Each Member State would need to be examined to determine its resolve to comply, and 
certain standards (as regards awareness-raising, recommendations, legislation and 
monitoring) would need to be applied depending on each country's resolve. 
 
The replies to these questions should be sent by 1 June 2007, to the following address 
(preferably by e-mail): 
 
European Commission  
 
Directorate-General Health and Consumer Protection 
 
Unit C6 – Health Measures 
 
E-mail: sanco-smoke-free-consultation@ec.europa.eu  
 
Postal address: B-1040 Brussels  
 
Fax: (32-2) 298 42 04  
 
All responses to this Green Paper will be published on the Commission’s website unless 
respondents make a declaration to the contrary. 
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